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SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 
 

 Isaiah 66:1-24. Colossians 2:8-3:17. Matthew 22:34-23:39.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 SUNDAY OF THE ADVENT 

Celebrant: Rev. Fr. Armash Bagdasarian  
Pastor: Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian  

Welcome! 

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP  

Morning Service - 9:30 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy - 10:00 a.m. 

We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and 
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many 
parish groups, please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain 
you fill out a contact card before you leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord 
Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with His love to serve others. 
  

Fr. Aren will be visiting Church School today 



 

 
Today’s Gospel  

Matthew 22:34-23:39 
 

But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they came together. And 
one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, to test him. “Teacher, which is the great 

commandment in the law?” And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and first 

commandment. And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these 
two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.” Now while the Pharisees were 
gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, “What do you think of the Christ? 
Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” He said to them, “How is it then 

that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, `The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my 
right hand, till I put your enemies under your feet'? If David thus calls him Lord, How is he 

his son?” And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did any one dare to 
ask him any more questions. Then said Jesus to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes 
and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; so practice and observe whatever they tell you, but not 
what they do; for they preach, but do not practice. They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, 

and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with their finger. 
They do all their deeds to be seen by men; for they make their phylacteries broad and their 

fringes long, and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues, 
and salutations in the market places, and being called rabbi by men. But you are not to be 

called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brethren. And call no man your father 
on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven. Neither be called masters, for you have 
one master, the Christ. He who is greatest among you shall be your servant; whoever exalts 

himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted. “But woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites! because you shut the kingdom of heaven against men; for 
you neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who would enter to go in. Woe to you, scribes 

and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you traverse sea and land to make a single proselyte, and 
when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves. 

“Woe to you, blind guides, who say, `If any one swears by the temple, it is nothing; but if any 
one swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.' You blind fools! For which is 

greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred? And you say, `If any one 
swears by the altar, it is nothing; but if any one swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is 
bound by his oath.' You blind men! For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the 
gift sacred? So he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on it; and he who 

swears by the temple, swears by it and by him who dwells in it; and he who swears by 
heaven, swears by the throne of God and by him who sits upon it. “Woe to you, scribes and 

Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the 
weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith; these you ought to have done, 

without neglecting the others.  
 
 



 

 
You blind guides, straining out a gnat and swallowing a camel! “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the outside of the cup and of the plate, but inside 

they are full of extortion and rapacity. You blind Pharisees! first cleanse the inside of the cup 
and of the plate, that the outside also may be clean.“Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! for you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but 

within they are full of dead men's bones and all uncleanness. So you also outwardly appear 
righteous to men, but within you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity. “Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! for you build the tombs of the prophets and adorn the monuments of 

the righteous, saying, `If we had lived in the days of our fathers, we would not have taken 
part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.' Thus you witness against yourselves, 

that you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your 
fathers. You serpents, you brood of vipers, how are you to escape being sentenced to hell? 
Therefore I send you prophets and wise men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and 
crucify, and some you will scourge in your synagogues and persecute from town to town, 

that upon you may come all the righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent 
Abel to the blood of Zecharitah the son of Barachiah, whom you murdered between the 

sanctuary and the altar. Truly, I say to you, all this will come upon this generation. “O 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to you! How often 

would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, 
and you would not! Behold, your house is forsaken and desolate. For I tell you, you will not 

see me again, until you say, `Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.'”  

Sanctuary Capacity Due To COVID Restrictions 
 

With the anticipation of additional parishioners wanting to attend services during Holy Week, be-
ginning this Sunday and through at least Easter Sunday, we will raise the capacity of our church 

sanctuary to 150 people.  After consultation of CDC and state guidelines and a group of Armenian 
medical professionals from our community, we feel that our sanctuary is large enough for 150 
people to safely worship while being physically distanced from others outside their immediate 

family.  Temperature checks, completion of self-screening questionnaires, and mask wearing in-
side the sanctuary are still required. During Divine Liturgy and Holy Week services, once the 150 

capacity is met, no additional parishioners will be allowed into the sanctuary.   
 

On Easter Sunday, the cultural hall will serve as an auxiliary sanctuary, with an altar and a large 
screen showing the service from the sanctuary.  Kiss of Peace, Communion, and lighting of candles 
will take place in both the Sanctuary and the cultural hall.  Once the 150 capacity is reached in the  

sanctuary, parishioners will be directed to go into the auxiliary sanctuary for worship. 



 

 Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Seerov Jash 

In this time of difficulty and uncertainty, our loving and Christian spirt is called upon to pull  
together to help others, primarily the elderly, the sick, single parents, recent immigrants and  

others in our parish and our community that needs support. Seerov Jash -- meals made with love 
from the St. John's kitchen are either picked up at the church or delivered to those not able to 

leave the home during this virus pandemic every Tuesday and Friday. If you would like a meal, or 
know someone who does, please call  Lisa Mardigian at (586) 808-2202  

or e-mail her at sjacoutreach@gmail.com. 
 

Thanks to their generosity, a continuing subsidy from Edward and Janet Mardigian  
helps to offset the cost of our Seerov Jash outreach for 2021. 

Lenten Rest Service  
Wednesdays at 5:00 p.m. 

 

Parishioners are welcome to attend.  
You can also join us via the live streaming of the services 

 which can be seen on the St. John Armenian Church public Facebook page.  

Evgine Karapetyan  
Charles Sansone  
Emma Betrosian  
Rose Baise 
 

Rose Lucassian 
John Farsakian 

              Carol Sahakian 
               Layla Malone 

 

Richard Khederian  
Izabelle Jizmejian 

             Alice Zallakian 
Asher Jay                          

St. John’s Outreach 
 

Members of the St. John Men’s Society continued their outreach partnership with Motor City 
Mitten Mission by preparing and providing 100 warm meals this past Monday which were  

distributed to the homeless in the metro Detroit area.  This past week’s meal was sponsored by 
Masis & Alberta Godoshian, Raffi & Christine Sarafian, and Mark and Kathy Haase. 

 Anyone interested in becoming involved in this outreach, please contact Paul Yousoufian in 
the church office. 



 

 

     2021 HOLY WEEK 
     Schedule of  Services 

          March 28 – Palm Sunday 
            9:00am - Morning Service 

9:45am - Divine Liturgy with Church School Procession 
12:00pm - Procession of Palms Outside (weather permitting) 

1:00pm - Opening of the Doors Service 
 

          March 30 - Holy Tuesday 
    7:00pm - Vespers remembering the Wise and Foolish Maidens 

 

          March 31 - Holy Wednesday 
           7:00pm - Prayers for Healing Service 

 

        April 1 - Great and Holy Thursday 
           10:00am - Divine Liturgy 
   7:00pm - Washing of the Feet Service 

8:30pm - Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord 
 

           April 2 - Great and Holy Friday 
11:30am - Order of the Crucifixion of Christ 

7:00pm Entombment of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

          April 3 - Great and Holy Saturday 
 4:00pm - Reading of Scriptures 

5:00pm - Divine Liturgy – Jrakalooyts 
 

           April 4 - Easter Sunday 
              9:00am - Morning Service 
               9:45am - Divine Liturgy 

  12:15pm - Blessing of the Fields Service – Antasdan (weather permitting) 
4:00pm - Parish - Wide Virtual Easter Home Blessings 

 

             April 5 - Merelotz 
                11:00am - Requiem Service 

 



 

 BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN 
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO ARE ASLEEP IN CHRIST 

 
 
ARA BADALYAN, 40th Day, Father, Grandfather, Friend 
 Requested by Samvel Badalyan and Ruzanna Torosyan, Ara, Garik, and Mikayel 
 Sarkis Ghazarian and Anahid Dilakian, Sevag, Hiyk, and Aren 
 Dn. Rubik Mailian and Dr. Joyce Yeghissian, Sevana and Areg  
 Arman Vardanyan and Anna Tokmajyan, Artyom, and Aren 
 
ALICE CHAVDARIAN, 1st Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great Grandmother 

Requested by Family of Alice Chavdarian 
 
THE REV. FATHER HENRY DONOGHUE 

Father Garabed and Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian  
 
NUBAR CHOLAKIAN, 4th Year, Beloved Husband, Father 

Requested by Ann Marie Cholakian         
Michael Cholakian  
   

HAYRIK KASPAR, 8th Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather 
Requested by Cufer Kaspar 
Murat and Ani Kasparian 
Shant, Sylvia, Talia, and Cecille Kasparian 
Nubar, Armig, and Arek Terziyan  

 
MATUSHKA MELANYA SVIRIDOV, 6th Year, Dear Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, 
Khnamee, Friend 
 Requested by Dr. Edward and Anna Sarkisian 

Sara, Morgan, Sona, and Anya Bell 
Dn. Dr. Aram Sarkisian 
Nina Sarkisian  
Linda Houhanisin 
George Houhanisin and Dr. Sarah Johnson, Greg and Simon 
Diana, Aiden, and Sophia Badr 
Barbara and Peter Rupas 
Matthew Rupas  
Lisa and Stephen Derderian  
Allan and Rachel Sarkisian, Tyler and Emma   



 

 
BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN 

REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO ARE ASLEEP IN CHRIST 
 

EDGAR HAGOPIAN, 10th Year  
Requested by Hagopian Family 

 
MICHELLE K. DANIELIAN, 11th Year, Daughter, Sister, Granddaughter, Niece, Friend  

Requested by Michael and Rozann Vartoogian 
Christopher M. Danielian  
Rose Ghoogasian 
Mike and Linda Tiffany  
Ardash and Charlene Apigian  
 

JEANNE TASHJIAN, 13th Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, Sister,  
Sister-in-law, Aunt, Niece  
EDWARD TASHJIAN, 32nd Year, Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather, Brother-in-law, Un-
cle, Nephew  
ARDASH MOORADIAN, 38th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather, Brother-in-law  
MARIAM MOORADIAN, 23rd Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, Sister-in-law  
ROUPEN and PERLANTE TASHJIAN, Father-in-law, Mother-in-law, Grandparents,  
Great-Grandparents, Great-Great-Grandparents  
HAGOP and PEARL MOORADIAN  
HELEN MOORADIAN 

Requested by Tina Schoeny and Family 
Bruce and Jacqueline Tashjian and Family 
Wayne and Deborah Tashjian  
Jesse and Susie Siebert and Family 

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Malcon Margosian,  
who entered his eternal rest last week.  

His funeral took place at St. John Armenian Church on March 13, 2021. 
May Christ our Lord shed His Eternal light upon his soul. 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

  



 

 

NEW:  Handmade Face Masks 
with  

Armenian tri-color trim 
Fabricated in accordance 

with CDC guidelines  
3-layer 100% Cotton - $15.00 

  
 

Umbrella $85 

Spoon $15 

Purses  $35 
Plate $75 Oil painting  - size 10” X 8” 

NEW ITEMS FROM ARMENIA  

Michael Aram pieces are now available     

Many Items are in stock 
and others can be ordered through  

the catalog 

Black Orchid 
Ring Catch $70 

Olive Branch Triple  
Compartment Dish 

 $175  

Black Orchid/Pomegranate  
Paper Towel Holder  

$135 

Black Orchid Cake Server 
$80 

NEW ITEMS FROM ARMENIA AND ARTSAKH 
Sterling silver Armenian initials: $35.00 - $50.00 

14Kt Gold letter E  (eh): $100.00  Sterling silver letter E  (eh): $35.00   



 

  
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

    
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Mobile phone stand - Available in two different images:  
Mary and Christ Child or Forget Me Not flower.  $10.00 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  
Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products. 

Table runners, tablecloths, soccer balls, shawls and  scarves from Armenia  and much 
more! 

 
 

SILVER CROSSES FROM JERUSALEM, VARIOUS SIZES-$35.00 - $75.00 
“The Promise” DVD $15.00 

 NEW:  Lavash—Armenian Recipe Book  
             By Kate Leahy, John Lee, Ara Zada HC - $25.00  

Armenian Proverbs and Expressions 
By Susan Kadian Gopigian HC- $25.00 

NEW: Tending the Flock of God  
By Fr. Garabed Kochakian  SC - $15.00 

Visit the Parish Bookstore  
The Parish Bookstore is now open during normal office hours  

or by appointment on Sundays following Divine Liturgy 

The Resistance Network (The Armenian Genocide 
and Humanitarianism in Ottoman Syria, 1915-

1918) By Khatchig Mouradian SC - $25.00 

My First Book of Armenian Words 
By Ani Gigarjian and Linda Avedikian HC - $20.00 



 

 
  

 
 



 

 Our Church Sanctuary is now open for faithful to attend Sunday Services, adhering to 
all public health regulations, safety procedures, and Diocesan guidelines.  

General Guidelines  
Due to the COVID pandemic, seating capacity in our sanctuary is significantly reduced to meet physical 

distancing guidelines. The sanctuary will be on "first come, first serve" basis. Once capacity of about 150 
parishioners is reached, no one will be allowed to enter the sanctuary. We encourage all of our 

parishioners to arrive early on Sunday mornings to ensure attendance.  
 

Anyone belonging to a high-risk group or who feels sick in any way should refrain from entering the sanctuary 
and should participate in the Divine Liturgy through our Facebook live stream. It is highly recommended 
that the same restrictions be taken by anyone over the age of 60.  

 

Anyone who has been exposed by close contact with someone confirmed with COVID-19 or who have traveled 
within the last 14 days outside the United States should also remain home. 

Entering the Church 
Entrance Door: Only the front doors of the Sanctuary will be used for entry. There will be no entry into the 

Sanctuary from the church lobby.  
 

Lobby / Restrooms: The church lobby and all other areas of the church building complex will be closed during and 
after services on Sunday. The lobby restrooms will be open for use if needed. At this time, we will allow a 
maximum of two people at a time in the restrooms.  

 

Screening / Temperature: Prior to entering the sanctuary each parishioner will have their temperature checked 
with temporal thermometer and asked to complete the COVID-19 screening questions. Individuals who 
have high temperatures or do not pass the screening questions will not be allowed to enter the church.  

 

Face Mask Requirement: Each person entering the church must wear a face mask. Children under the age of two 
do not need a face mask. We ask parishioners to bring their own, but we will have a small supply of 
disposable face masks available to those who need one. Individuals who do not wear masks will not be 
allowed to enter the church.  

 

Hand Sanitizer: Every person must sanitize their hands upon entering and exiting the church. Hand sanitizer will 
be available near the Sanctuary entrance.  

 

          Within the Church Sanctuary 
Designated Pews for Seating: Pews will be marked to designate available seating. Other areas will be marked off 

using blue tape. Parish Council will act as ushers, guiding parishioners to the pews, and assuring that social 
distancing is always maintained.  

Singing: Due to the increased risk of infection from singing/chanting, the congregation is asked to refrain from 
singing with the choir. The Deacons and choir will sing from a safe distance. Parishioners may whisper 
along – this will help to minimize any possible transmission of disease.  

Pew Books and Bibles: Pew Books and Bibles will not be available. Parishioners are encouraged to bring their own. 
Leaving the Sanctuary 

Parish Council members will guide parishioners pew by pew in departing the church to maintain social 
distancing. Individually-wrapped mahs will be available upon departure and distributed by a deacon. 

 

Please maintain physical distancing when leaving the Sanctuary. Fellowship/Coffee Hour is suspended 
until further notice. 

 

After each service, the sanctuary and all common areas that are used will be 
 thoroughly cleaned with appropriate cleaning products.  



 

 G e n e r a l   I n f o r m a t i o n  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
After hours in an emergency, please contact: 

Pastor’s Mobile: (773) 457-4122   e-mail: FrAren@sjachurch.org 
Fr. Armash’s email: FrArmash@sjachurch.org 

Parish Administrator’s Mobile:  (586) 817-2974 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when you or 
someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor.  If you 
have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name to be included in the 
“Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized” list.  Those who are homebound and would like to 
receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 
Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home bless-
ing, please contact the Church Office. 
 
Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born.  For more 
information, phone the Church Secretary.  We encourage parents to baptize their children be-
tween 40 days and 3 months. 
 
Marriage  Please make sure to confirm your wedding date with the Pastor before booking your 
reception hall.  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your proposed 
wedding date.  
 
Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John parish, please 
speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.  
 
Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office by 5:00 
p.m. on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 
Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone or email to 
office@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 p.m. Wednesday preceding the Sunday.  Request 
forms are available in the Church Lobby. Requiem may be offered every Sunday of the year 
except for the five Tabernacle Feast Days.  

 
 


