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 PALM SUNDAY 

Celebrant: Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian  
Assistant Pastor: Rev. Fr. Armash Bagdasarian  

Welcome! 

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP  

Morning Service - 9:00 a.m. 

Divine Liturgy - 9:45 a.m. 

We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and 
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many 
parish groups, please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain 
you fill out a contact card before you leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord 
Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with His love to serve others. 
  

Today Fr. Aren will deliver the Children’s Sermon 

Lector: Danielle Sarafian  



 

 

     2021 HOLY WEEK 
     Schedule of  Services 

          March 28 – Palm Sunday 
            9:00am - Morning Service 

9:45am - Divine Liturgy with Church School Procession 
12:00pm - Procession of Palms Outside (weather permitting) 

1:00pm - Opening of the Doors Service 
 

          March 30 - Holy Tuesday 
    7:00pm - Vespers remembering the Wise and Foolish Maidens 

 

          March 31 - Holy Wednesday 
           7:00pm - Prayers for Healing Service 

 

        April 1 - Great and Holy Thursday 
           10:00am - Divine Liturgy 
   7:00pm - Washing of the Feet Service 

8:30pm - Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord 
 

           April 2 - Great and Holy Friday 
11:30am - Order of the Crucifixion of Christ 

7:00pm Entombment of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 

          April 3 - Great and Holy Saturday 
 4:00pm - Reading of Scriptures 

5:00pm - Divine Liturgy – Jrakalooyts 
 

           April 4 - Easter Sunday 
              9:00am - Morning Service 
               9:45am - Divine Liturgy 

  12:15pm - Blessing of the Fields Service – Antasdan (weather permitting) 
4:00pm - Parish - Wide Virtual Easter Home Blessings 

 

             April 5 - Merelotz 
                11:00am - Requiem Service 

 



 

 
Today’s Gospel  

Matthew 20:29-21:17.  
 

 And as they went out of Jericho, a great crowd followed him. And behold, two blind 
men sitting by the roadside, when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, “Have 
mercy on us, Son of David!” The crowd rebuked them, telling them to be silent; but they 

cried out the more, “Lord, have mercy on us, Son of David!” and Jesus stopped and called 
them, saying, “What do you want me to do for you?” They said to him, “Lord, let our eyes be 
opened.” And Jesus in pity touched their eyes, and immediately they received their sight and 

followed him.  
 And when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of 

Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and 
immediately you will find an ass tied, and a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 
If any one says anything to you, you shall say, `The Lord has need of them,' and he will send 
them immediately.” This took place to fulfil what was spoken by the prophet, saying, “Tell 
the daughter of Zion, Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on an ass, 
and on a colt, the foal of an ass.” The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 
they brought the ass and the colt, and put their garments on them, and he sat thereon. 
Most of the crowd spread their garments on the road, and others cut branches from the 

trees and spread them on the road. And the crowds that went before him and that followed 
him shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” And when he entered Jerusalem, all the city was stirred, 
saying, “Who is this?” And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth of 

Galilee.”  
 And Jesus entered the temple of God and drove out all who sold and bought in the 
temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who 

sold pigeons. He said to them, “It is written, `My house shall be called a house of prayer'; but 
you make it a den of robbers.”  

 And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple, and he healed them. But 
when the chief priests and the scribes saw the wonderful things that he did, and the children 
crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” they were indignant; and they said 
to him, “Do you hear what these are saying?” And Jesus said to them, “Yes; have you never 

read, `Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings you have brought perfect praise'?” And 
leaving them, he went out of the city to Bethany and lodged there.  



 

  
Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Evgine Karapetyan  
Charles Sansone  
Emma Betrosian  
Rose Baise 
 

Vladimir Amroyan 
Rose Lucassian 
John Farsakian 

              Carol Sahakian 
               Layla Malone 

 

Richard Khederian  
Izabelle Jizmejian 

             Alice Zallakian 
Asher Jay                          

Sanctuary Capacity Due To COVID Restrictions 
 

With the anticipation of additional parishioners wanting to attend services during Holy Week, 
beginning this Sunday and through at least Easter Sunday, we will raise the capacity of our 

church sanctuary to 150 people.  After consultation of CDC and state guidelines and a group of 
Armenian medical professionals from our community, we feel that our sanctuary is large enough 

for 150 people to safely worship while being physically distanced from others outside their  
immediate family.  Temperature checks, completion of self-screening questionnaires, and mask 

wearing inside the sanctuary are still required. During Divine Liturgy and Holy Week services, 
once the 150 capacity is met, no additional parishioners will be allowed into the sanctuary.   

 
On Easter Sunday, the cultural hall will serve as an auxiliary sanctuary, with an altar and a large 

screen showing the service from the sanctuary.  Kiss of Peace, Communion, and lighting of  
candles will take place in both the Sanctuary and the cultural hall.  Once the 150 capacity is 

reached in the sanctuary, parishioners will be directed  
to go into the auxiliary sanctuary for worship. 

After Divine Liturgy 
 
Following today’s Divine Liturgy, we will process out the main doors of the Sanctuary to the 
monuments for a brief Palm Sunday Gospel Reading.  Afterwards, the ACYOA Seniors and  
Juniors will be celebrating ACYOA Day with pizza from Crispelli’s Bakery and Pizzeria and 
Bosco sticks.  All are welcome – free will offering.  The annual Women’s Guild Palm Sunday 
Bake Sale will also take place under the lobby entrance door canopy.  The Parish Bookstore 
will also be open for those wishing to purchase from its selection of books, jewelry, Michael 
Aram pieces, and much more.  At 1:00 p.m., all are welcome back in side of the Sanctuary for 
the traditional “Opening of the Doors”, a brief service signifying the beginning of Holy Week. 
 



 

 

Seerov Jash 

In this time of difficulty and uncertainty, our loving and Christian spirt is called upon to pull  
together to help others, primarily the elderly, the sick, single parents, recent immigrants and  

others in our parish and our community that needs support. Seerov Jash -- meals made with love 
from the St. John's kitchen are either picked up at the church or delivered to those not able to 

leave the home during this virus pandemic every Tuesday and Friday. If you would like a meal, or 
know someone who does, please call  Lisa Mardigian at (586) 808-2202  

or e-mail her at sjacoutreach@gmail.com. 
 

Thanks to their generosity, a continuing subsidy from Edward and Janet Mardigian  
helps to offset the cost of our Seerov Jash outreach for 2021. 

St. John’s Outreach 

Members of the St. John Men’s Society continued their outreach partnership with  
Motor CityMitten Mission by preparing and providing 100 warm meals this past Thursday  

which were distributed to the homeless in the metro Detroit area.  This past week’s meal was 
sponsored by Edward and Anna Sarkisian in memory of Russell Youngdalh Sr.  

and by Khatchig and Marcia Hamamdjian.  
Anyone interested in becoming involved in this outreach, please contact Paul Yousoufian in 

the church office. 

Today Is ACYOA Day 
 
Held every Palm Sunday, the purpose of ACYOA Day is to focus attention on the vitality of the 
ACYOA, its members, its accomplishments, and its role in the local parish community. It is also 
an opportunity for the ACYOA to promote its programs and to be recognized for its impact on 
the youth in the Church.  Today, ACYOA members will be serving in various capacities during 
the Divine Liturgy and will be sponsoring an outdoor celebration afterwards.  Besides their 

youthful appearance, you will be able to recognize the ACYOA members by the unique ACYOA 
masks that they are wearing today. 



 

 
BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN 

REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO ARE ASLEEP IN CHRIST 
 

ROSE VARTO ANNAIAN, 40th Day, Dear Khunamee 
Requested by Father Garabed and Yeretzgin Roberta 

 
ARICK KASPER, 40th Day, Beloved Mother, Grandmother, Great Grandmother, Friend 

Requested by Michael and Darleen Kasper 
David and Anita Kasper 
Lisa and Kevin Rushlow 
Alison and Justin Dziak 
Andrew and Shana Kasper 
Ethan and Anastasia Collins 
Madison, Kevin III, and Austin 
Masis and Alberta Godoshian 

 
MARGARET BARSAMIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Sister, Cousin, Aunt, Friend 

Requested by Rosemary Barsamian 
Johanna Barsamian 
Alex Jr. and Holly Barsamian 
Almast and Tom Finn 
Mark and Debbie Barsamian 
Paul and Jennifer Barsamian 
James and Jackie Finn 
Lauren and Brian Salyer 
Gabriella Salyer 
Charlotte Salyer 
Ardemis Kaylian  
Mark Kaylian 
Dr. Rose M. Berberian  
Patsy Rodgers  
Leona Asher  
Elizabeth Barsamian  
Schlesinger Family  
Masis and Alberta Godoshian 
Rafi and Christine Sarafian and Family 
Edward and Yvonne Korkoian and Family 
 
 



 

 
BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN 

REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS OF THOSE WHO ARE ASLEEP IN CHRIST 
 

 
ALICE CHAVDARIAN, 1st Year 
 Requested in loving memory by Lori Kontry  

 
LUCY TORIGIAN AND TORIGIAN FAMILY 

Requested by Edward and Yvonne Korkoian and Family 
 
JYRAN AKSARELIAN, Mother  
ARDASH AKSARELIAN, Father  
AWANES YERANOSIAN, Husband  
 Requested by Zulia Aksarelian  

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Missak Alexan Alexanian,  
who entered his eternal rest last week.  

His funeral took place at St. John Armenian Church on March 23, 2021. 
May Christ our Lord shed His Eternal light upon his soul. 

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Agnes Armonooish Telfer , 
who entered her eternal rest last week.  

Her funeral took place at St. John Armenian Church on March 23, 2021. 
May Christ our Lord shed His Eternal light upon her soul. 

 



 

 

 

Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday Flower and Candle Donors 
 

We thank the following contributors for their generosity in donating the palms, Easter Lily 
Plants, flowers for the Tomb of Christ and candles for Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. 

  
Dn. Rubik Mailian and Dr. Joyce Yeghissian, Sevana and Areg donated toward the palms for Palm Suday, 
the Easter lily plants, flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Holy Altar in loving memory 

of Yervant, Mary and George Bahadurian, Garo and Rose Yeghissian, and Hovanes Mailian. 
  

 Kazar and Marina Terterian, Ani and Tigran donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday  
and the Easter lily plants, in loving memory of Araxie and Kevork Terterian,  

Ashot and Jasmina Muradyan. 
  

Ronald and Kay Torigian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for 
the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Holy Altar.  

  
Timothy Deuby donated the flowers for the Tomb of Christ. 

  
Karen and Brad Mangune donated the flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles  
for the Holy Altar in loving memory of Ben Mangune and Jerry and Clara Messelian. 

  
Edward and Yvonne Korkoian and Family donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily 

plants, flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of  
Rev. Fr. Haroutiun Dagley, Harry B. Dardarian, Harry A. Kezelian Sr., Harry Asadoorian, Harry 

Sarkisian, grandmothers and great-grandmothers Eugapere Zobian and Yougaper Dardarian, and in 
Honor of David Harry Dardarian, Dr. Harry A. Kezelian, and Harry A. Kezelian III,  

and Harry Mardirosian. 
  

Carol Cholmakjian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday in Honor of the Cholmakjian and 
Turigian Families.  

 
Vlad and Lyubov Ayrapetyan donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, flowers for the Tomb of 

Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of Eduard  
Ayrapetyan, Boris, Ofelia, Asia Ayrapetyan. 

  
Carol Cholmakjian donated toward the palms on Palm Sunday in Honor of  

the Cholmakjian and Turigian Families. 
 

  
 



 

 
 

Arthur A. Barsamian donated toward the Palms for Palm Sunday, 
 the Easter Lily plants, flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of 

Arthur Barsamian and Matthew David Barsamian. 
  

Agnes Barsamian donated toward the Palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter Lily plants,  
flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of Arthur Barsamian and 

Matthew David Barsamian. 
  

Lorrie Keila and Family donated toward the Palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter Lily plants,  
flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in Honor of  

Gloria Melkonian and Mary Davidson. 
  

 Nennette Merametdjian donated the Easter Lily plants in loving memory of  
George Movsessian. 

   
The Barsamian Family donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for the 

Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of  
Margaret Barsamian. 

   
Alberta and Masis Godoshian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers 

for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in Honor of  
Michael, Megan, Danielle, Melanie, and Nicolas. 

  
  Linda Lutz and Carol Ohanesian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, 

flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of 
James and Florence Ohanesian, Diramayr Ursula Findikyan, Edward and Frances Korkoian,  

and Richard and Virginia Krikorian. 
  

Charles Garo Ohanesian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for 
the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of 

Karnig Dedeian, Mariam Dedeian, Haig (Marsoub) Ohanesian, Sarah (Zarouhi) Ohanesian. 
  

Judge Lisa L. Asadoorian and Garo donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, 
the Easter lily plants, flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar. 

Wishing God's blessings for us all. 
 

Ibrahimyan Family donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for the 
Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of  

Yarjaneek Khajeek Ibrahimyan. 
  



 

 
  
 

Helen Knar and Michael Cirrito donated toward the flowers for the Tomb of Christ in loving memory 
Mother Zabel Arakelian. 

  
Greg and Edith Baise donated flowers for the Tomb of Christ in loving memory of  

Arick Kasper, Shirley Sarkisian, Judy Cristiano, and Barbara Haroutunian. 
  

Roger and Ardis Gregory donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for 
the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of the Gregory and  

DerVartanian Families, and dear friend, Shirley Sarkisian. 
  

 Dn. Onik and Luiz Boyajian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers 
for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory  

of the Boyajian, Dzidzernagian, Sivriyan, and Tabakciyan Families. 
  

Alice and Peter Argnian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for 
the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in memory of  

grandparents Dikran and Takouhi Koloian,  
mother Mary Argnian, father Sam Argnian, and uncle William Koloian. 

  
Isabelle Vahratian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for the 

Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of her dearest husband,  
Richard Vahratian, dearest friend Millie Jingozian and Pamela Dayinian. 

 
Susan Janigian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for the Tomb 
of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of Melkon and Soorpoohi Chiefgian, beloved 
grandparents, Nishan and Arshalous Janigian, beloved parents, Dr. Aram Janigian, beloved brother, 

Salina Blegvad, beloved sister, and Silva and Sahak Roy Sahakian,  
beloved sister and her husband. 

  
 Bob and Denise Karakashian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants,  

flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of  
Noubar and Agnes Dourjalian, Stephan and Sevart Karakashian.  

  
Alla Tumasyan donated toward the Palms for Palm Sunday and the Easter Lily plants. 

  
Anonymous donated toward five candles for the Holy Altar. 

  
 



 

 
 
 

Daniel and Karen Dardarian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers 
for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar In Honor of their father David Harry Dardarian, and 

uncle Dr. Harry Kezelian, and cousin Harry Kezelian III and  
in loving memory of their grandfather Harry Dardarian, and uncle Harry Kezelian. Sr.  

  
 Roz and Ara Basherian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for the 

Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar.  
  

 Bob and Kiana Rose donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for the 
Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in memory of Michael and Sarah Kaysserian. 

  
Virginia Keoleian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday  

in loving memory of her husband Souren Keoleian.  
  

Sarkis, Luiza, and Hakob Junior Marashlian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily 
plants, flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of Hrant, Noyem, 

Onek Hagopian, and Yagoub, Angel, Ohannes, and Vrejohy Marashlian. 
  

Nora Powell donated the flowers for Tomb of Christ and candles for Holy Alter in loving memory of her 
husband Foye Powell and daughter Robin Carol Turvey and . 

  
 Mike and Dolly Matoian donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter lily plants, flowers for 

the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory of all loved ones they have lost. 
  

 Baytzar, Anna-Marie, and Raffi Nersessian, MariEva donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, the 
Easter lily plants flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory  

 of Dr. Bedros Nersessian. 
 

Robert and Dr. Anne Marie Ameriguian, Rosanna, and David donated toward the palms for Palm Sunday, 
the Easter lily plants, flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles for the Altar in loving memory  

 of  Joseph Ameriguian and  George Zallakian and in Honor of Shushan Ameriguian and Alice Zallakian.  
 

Dr. Steven and Jacqueline Boskovich and Family donated flowers for the Tomb of Christ and the candles 
for the Altar in loving memory of Kevork and Maida Abajian. 

 
 Anonymous donated toward the Palms for Palm Sunday, the Easter Lily plants, flowers for the Tomb of 

Christ and the candles for the Altar.  



 

 



 

 



 

 
Parish-Wide Virtual Easter Home Blessing 

Sunday, April 4, 2021 at 4:00 p.m.  
  

For centuries, and even up until now, the Armenian Church has had the beautiful tradition of 
home blessings. Throughout the year, the priest is invited and goes from home to home 

bringing the Gospel message into the homes of the faithful.   
  

Traditionally, the family is asked to have prepared bread, salt, and water on a tray. The priest 
brings with him Nshkhar (communion wafer), charcoal and incense. Wearing liturgical  

vestments, the pastor then proceeds to sing a hymn, chant the proper gospel reading, and 
sings the hymn of blessing, Amen, Alleluia three times blessing the bread, salt, and water.  

Following the home blessing, the family is asked to take the burning incense throughout the 
house. 

  
This Easter, Fr. Aren, Fr. Armash, and Dn. Rubik will visit the homes of parishioners, virtually 
via Zoom, in a parish-wide home blessing ceremony. A home blessing kit, containing bread, 
salt, blessed water, and incense, will be available for parishioners after Holy Week services 
beginning Tuesday, March 30th. See the Holy Week Schedule of Services. 

  
If you live a distance from church and cannot pick-up a kit, you may join us on the Zoom Link 
having prepared bread, salt and water. If you have charcoal and incense, please light it and 
join us at 4:00pm.  

 
Zoom Meeting ID: 890 5200 4005  

Passcode 797750  
  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 

NEW:  Handmade Face Masks 
with  

Armenian tri-color trim 
Fabricated in accordance 

with CDC guidelines  
3-layer 100% Cotton - $15.00 

  
 

Umbrella $85 

Spoon $15 

Purses  $35 
Plate $75 Oil painting  - size 10” X 8” 

NEW ITEMS FROM ARMENIA  

Michael Aram pieces are now available     

Many Items are in stock 
and others can be ordered through  

the catalog 

Black Orchid 
Ring Catch $70 

Olive Branch Triple  
Compartment Dish 

 $175  

Black Orchid/Pomegranate  
Paper Towel Holder  

$135 

Black Orchid Cake Server 
$80 

NEW ITEMS FROM ARMENIA AND ARTSAKH 
Sterling silver Armenian initials: $35.00 - $50.00 

14Kt Gold letter E  (eh): $100.00  Sterling silver letter E  (eh): $35.00   



 

  
 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

    
 

 
 

   
  
 

 
 
 
 

 

Mobile phone stand - Available in two different images:  
Mary and Christ Child or Forget Me Not flower.  $10.00 

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  
Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products. 

Table runners, tablecloths, soccer balls, shawls and  scarves from Armenia  and much 
more! 

 
 

SILVER CROSSES FROM JERUSALEM, VARIOUS SIZES-$35.00 - $75.00 
“The Promise” DVD $15.00 

 NEW:  Lavash—Armenian Recipe Book  
             By Kate Leahy, John Lee, Ara Zada HC - $25.00  

Armenian Proverbs and Expressions 
By Susan Kadian Gopigian HC- $25.00 

NEW: Tending the Flock of God  
By Fr. Garabed Kochakian  SC - $15.00 

Visit the Parish Bookstore  
The Parish Bookstore is now open during normal office hours  

or by appointment on Sundays following Divine Liturgy 

The Resistance Network (The Armenian Genocide 
and Humanitarianism in Ottoman Syria, 1915-

1918) By Khatchig Mouradian SC - $25.00 

My First Book of Armenian Words 
By Ani Gigarjian and Linda Avedikian HC - $20.00 



 

 Our Church Sanctuary is now open for faithful to attend Sunday Services, adhering to 
all public health regulations, safety procedures, and Diocesan guidelines.  

General Guidelines  
Due to the COVID pandemic, seating capacity in our sanctuary is significantly reduced to meet physical 

distancing guidelines. The sanctuary will be on "first come, first serve" basis. Once capacity of about 150 
parishioners is reached, no one will be allowed to enter the sanctuary. We encourage all of our 

parishioners to arrive early on Sunday mornings to ensure attendance.  
 

Anyone belonging to a high-risk group or who feels sick in any way should refrain from entering the sanctuary 
and should participate in the Divine Liturgy through our Facebook live stream. It is highly recommended 
that the same restrictions be taken by anyone over the age of 60.  

 

Anyone who has been exposed by close contact with someone confirmed with COVID-19 or who have traveled 
within the last 14 days outside the United States should also remain home. 

Entering the Church 
Entrance Door: Only the front doors of the Sanctuary will be used for entry. There will be no entry into the 

Sanctuary from the church lobby.  
 

Lobby / Restrooms: The church lobby and all other areas of the church building complex will be closed during and 
after services on Sunday. The lobby restrooms will be open for use if needed. At this time, we will allow a 
maximum of two people at a time in the restrooms.  

 

Screening / Temperature: Prior to entering the sanctuary each parishioner will have their temperature checked 
with temporal thermometer and asked to complete the COVID-19 screening questions. Individuals who 
have high temperatures or do not pass the screening questions will not be allowed to enter the church.  

 

Face Mask Requirement: Each person entering the church must wear a face mask. Children under the age of two 
do not need a face mask. We ask parishioners to bring their own, but we will have a small supply of 
disposable face masks available to those who need one. Individuals who do not wear masks will not be 
allowed to enter the church.  

 

Hand Sanitizer: Every person must sanitize their hands upon entering and exiting the church. Hand sanitizer will 
be available near the Sanctuary entrance.  

 

          Within the Church Sanctuary 
Designated Pews for Seating: Pews will be marked to designate available seating. Other areas will be marked off 

using blue tape. Parish Council will act as ushers, guiding parishioners to the pews, and assuring that social 
distancing is always maintained.  

Singing: Due to the increased risk of infection from singing/chanting, the congregation is asked to refrain from 
singing with the choir. The Deacons and choir will sing from a safe distance. Parishioners may whisper 
along – this will help to minimize any possible transmission of disease.  

Pew Books and Bibles: Pew Books and Bibles will not be available. Parishioners are encouraged to bring their own. 
Leaving the Sanctuary 

Parish Council members will guide parishioners pew by pew in departing the church to maintain social 
distancing. Individually-wrapped mahs will be available upon departure and distributed by a deacon. 

 

Please maintain physical distancing when leaving the Sanctuary. Fellowship/Coffee Hour is suspended 
until further notice. 

 

After each service, the sanctuary and all common areas that are used will be 
 thoroughly cleaned with appropriate cleaning products.  



 

 G e n e r a l   I n f o r m a t i o n  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
After hours in an emergency, please contact: 

Pastor’s Mobile: (773) 457-4122   e-mail: FrAren@sjachurch.org 
Fr. Armash’s email: FrArmash@sjachurch.org 

Parish Administrator’s Mobile:  (586) 817-2974 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when you or 
someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor.  If you 
have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name to be included in the 
“Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized” list.  Those who are homebound and would like to 
receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 
Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home bless-
ing, please contact the Church Office. 
 
Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born.  For more 
information, phone the Church Secretary.  We encourage parents to baptize their children be-
tween 40 days and 3 months. 
 
Marriage  Please make sure to confirm your wedding date with the Pastor before booking your 
reception hall.  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your proposed 
wedding date.  
 
Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John parish, please 
speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.  
 
Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office by 5:00 
p.m. on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 
Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone or email to 
office@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 p.m. Wednesday preceding the Sunday.  Request 
forms are available in the Church Lobby. Requiem may be offered every Sunday of the year 
except for the five Tabernacle Feast Days.  

 
 


