
 

 

Sunday Bulletin 

              SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 

Acts 5:34-6:7 James 3:1-12 John 1:1-17 

LECTOR:  DR. SALPI TOROYAN 

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway   l Southfield, MI  48075 

248.569.3405 (phone)  l  248.569.0716 (fax) 
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 

 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian,  Pastor 
 

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian, Pastor Emeritus 

The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 
 

Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

Our Church and Parish is a place where . . . 

-   A l l  p e o p l e  a r e  w e l c o m e  
-   E v e r y  p e r s o n  i s  a  m i n i s t e r  
-   T h e  w o r l d  i s  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
-   D i s c i p l e  m a k i n g  i s  o u r  g o a l ,  a n d  
-   W o r s h i p  i s  o u r  d u t y  a n d  d e l i g h t  

   Welcome!  
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and Chrismated 
in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If 
you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, please ask any 
Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you sign our Guest Book before you 
leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with His 
love to serve others. 

APRIL 12,  2015 

OCTAVE OF EASTER 

CELEBRANT: REV. FR. GARABED KOCHAKIAN 

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 

     Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն…9:00 am 

    Divine Liturgy / Ս.Պատարագ ………….……..…...9:45 am 

                        Church School / Կիրակնօրեայ Վարժարան……...10:15 am 



 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

PARISH COUNCIL OF ST. JOHN ARMENIAN CHURCH 2014—2015 

 

P a r i s h  O f f i c e  H o u r s :  M o n d a y - F r i d a y ,  9 : 0 0  a m — 5 : 0 0  p m  
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:30 am —5:00 pm 

A f t e r  h o u r s  i n  a n  e m e r g e n c y ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  
P a s t o r ’ s  C e l l :  2 4 8 - 2 2 5 - 9 8 8 8  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r ’ s  C e l l :   7 6 0 - 8 3 2 - 1 1 4 2  

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when you or 
someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor.  If you 
have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name be included in the “Prayers 
for the Sick and Hospitalized.” Those who are homebound and would like to receive Holy 
Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 

Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home blessing, 
please contact the Church Office. 
 

Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born. For 
more information, phone the Church Secretary. 
 

Marriage  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your proposed 
wedding date. Wedding packets are available at the Church Office. 
 

Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John parish, 
please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.  
 

Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office by 5:00 
pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 

Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 248-569-0716, 
or email to mkafafian@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday preceding the Sun-
day requested. Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.  

 

Karmen A. Santourian, Chairman 

Jeffrey E. Axt, Vice Chairman 

Michael Kazarian, Treasurer 

Marianne Dardarian, Secretary 

Jacqueline ElChemmas, Ass’t Treasurer 

Ardis Gregory, Ass’t Secretary 

Dr. Mary Alani, Advisor 

George Boyagian, Advisor 

Peter S. Egigian, Advisor 

Ara Hachigian, Advisor 

Christopher Korkoian, Advisor 

John R. Kalajian, First Alternate 

Paul Andonian, Second Alternate 



 

 

 
 

Take the opportunity to make new and lasting friendships 

while doing service for the Lord. 

The Women’s Guild invites you to become a member. 

For information please call Terry Palaian, 313-929-0926 

TODAY’S GOSPEL JOHN 1: 1-17 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  
He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through him, and without him 
was not anything made that was made.  In him was life, and the life was the light of 
men.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came for testimony, to 
bear witness to the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but 
came to bear witness to the light. 
 
The true light that enlightens every man was coming into the world.  He was in the 
world, and the world was made through him, yet the world knew him not.  He came to 
his own home, and his own people received him not.  But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God; who were born, not of 
blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 
 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have be-
held his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.  (John bore witness to him, and 
cried, “This was he of whom I said, `He who comes after me ranks before me, for he 
was before me.”)  And from his fullness have we all received, grace upon grace.  For 
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.   



 

  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED 

Stan Armit     Araxey Barsamian         Rose Boudakian     
Pam Dayinian     George Douroujalian             Cheryl Giesa                       
Ruben Griffin         Frank Houhanisin  Yn. Aurora Jebejian   
May Kafafian     Walter Negosian  Aida Petrosyan             
Alice Prudian                       Richard Santourian  Mary Sarafian 
Anita Tootikian                          

The Fine Arts Committee of  
St. John’s Armenian Church 

Cordially invites everyone to an exhibition entitled 
ñREBIRTHò 

Featuring works of local young Armenian Professional Artists 
 

CATHY JACOBS | LEVON KAFAFIAN | NARINE KCHIKIAN | ANA MIRZOYAN  

MICHAEL STAMBOULIAN | ARA LEVON THOROSE 
 

OPENING RECEPTION-SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2015, 1:00-4:00 PM 

 

FINAL HOKEHANKIST 
Next Sunday, April 19, we will offer the final Hokehankist service 

for the Armenian Martyrs of the 1915 Genocide.  Please email the names to  
mkafafian@sjachurch.org or call the office, 248-569-3405, or give the names to any 

Parish Council member.   
The deadline for sending us the names is Wednesday, April 15. 

 
GIFT TO THE CHURCH 

 

On the occasion of Easter, Dr.  Thomas Varbedian presents a gift. 

 VISIT THE PARISH BOOKSTORE 
NEW:  Remembering the Genocide T-Shirts Youth & Adult sizes $20.00 

“When I Was Baptized”—Children’s Board Book—$12.00 
“Mariam’s Easter Parade” - Children’s Book by Marianne Markarian HC $16 
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  

Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.   
SPECIAL:  2-CD SET BY ROGER KRIKORIAN. 

“FORGET ME NOT” FLOWER LAPEL PINS NOW AVAILABLE—$8.00 
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NATIONAL COMMEMORATION OF THE  

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE CENTENNIAL 

info@armeniangenocidecentennial.org 

www.armeniangenocidecentennial.org 

 
On May 7, 8 and 9, 2015, thousands will gather in Washington, D.C. to commemorate the centen-

nial of the Armenian Genocide. While remembering those who were lost, we will also give thanks 

for the creation of a new Armenia and for thriving Armenian communities around the world.  

Please refer to the announcement in the main lobby for details. 

 

THE NATIONAL CATHEDRAL, MAY 7, 7:00 PM 

His Holiness Karekin II, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians, and His Holiness Aram I, 

Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, will lead Armenian clergy and representatives of other faiths 

in an ecumenical service. Present will be Armenia’s President Serge Sargsyan and other dignitaries. 

 

THE MUSIC CENTER AT STRATHMORE, MAY 8, 8:00 PM 

The acclaimed Hover Chamber Choir of Armenia and other renowned musicians will present ―A Jour-

ney Through 100 Years of Armenian Music.‖ The program will include a range of music from the clas-

sic melodies of Komitas Vartabed to contemporary pieces composed for this centennial. 

 

NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, MAY 9,  10:00 AM 

His Holiness Karekin II and His Holiness Aram I will lead a unified celebration of the Armenian Divine 

Liturgy.  The liturgy will be sung by a united choir from Armenian churches around the country.  The 

3,000-seat basilica is on the campus of Catholic University. 

 

THE MARRIOTT MARQUIS HOTEL, MAY 9 AT 6:00 PM 

A reception and banquet offer ―A Time to Give Thanks.‖ The keynote speaker will be Dr. Vartan Gre-

gorian, President of the Carnegie Corporation of New York. Mark Giragos will host the evening of mu-

sical performances and awards. 

 

EXHIBITIONS & CULTURAL ACTIVITIES, MAY 7-9 

Innovative workshops, films, and exhibits will be mounted in public spaces in the nation’s capital and 

around the Marriott Marquis.  Activities will be provided for children, with entertainment and childcare 

available during the banquet. 

 

TO OBTAIN THE NCAGC SPECIAL ROOM RATE OF $159 PER NIGHT, BOOK THROUGH 

THIS LINK: resweb.passkey.com/go/441f5d02 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

METRO DETROIT EVENTS FOR THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE CENTENNIAL  

 

www.armeniangenocidecentennialmi.com  

 

 

 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 10:30 AM Academic Lecture given by Eric Nazarian, Filmmaker, on the Armeni-

an Genocide and Musical Performance by Nune Milikian, Siberian-born Armenian Violinist (NY) at Wayne State 

University Alumni House, Detroit, MI.. Co-Sponsored by the Armenian Genocide Centennial Committee and the 

Cohn- 

Haddow Center for Judaic Studies at WSU 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 7:00 PM—Holocaust Memorial Center, Farmington Hills – Lecture by 

Khatchig Mouradian (on Armenian Genocide) and a second speaker on the Holocaust (to be  

announced). Co-sponsored by University of Michigan-Dearborn, Holocaust Memorial Center. 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 7:00 PM—AGBU Manoogian School, 100 Years Later: The Armenian 

Genocide. Raffi Bedrosyan, writer and advisor to the Zoryan Institute, presents his findings from a 2014 

trip to Armenia and Turkey. Presented by the 2015 Detroit United Committee.  

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 7:30 PM— Ecumenical Service, St. Mary’s Antiochian Orthodox Basilica, 

18100 Merriman Rd., Livonia. Clergy from various faiths have been invited to take part. Choirs from 

Armenian churches will sing. Principal homilist, Abp. Allen Vigneron, Roman Catholic Archbishop of 

Detroit. Sponsored by 4 Armenian churches of Detroit. 

 

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 19— St. John’s Komitas Choir will sponsor a concert to celebrate 

Armenian culture by the Armenian Community Chorale at the Max Fisher Orchestra Hall, Detroit. 
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While we are mourning the loss our loved ones, we also rejoice as they meet  

the Lord behind the veil in the Heavenly Jerusalem. 

News From Holy Etchmiadzin 
 

 His Holiness Lord Karekin II Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos of All Armenians in Armenia will be leaving 
the Holy See for a brotherly visit to His Holiness Pope Frances of Rome. 
 On April 11th, HH Karekin II will make a visit to Naples and preside over the reopening of the Saint Gregory 
the Illuminator Chapel on the occasion of the 100th Anniversary of the Armenian Genocide of 1915 and dedicate, 
with a service of blessing, the newly mounted Armenian Khachkar. 
 On April 12th HH will take part in a special Mass for the Martyrs, celebrated by HH Pope Frances in the Basil-
ica of St. Peter’s in Rome. This Eucharistic Liturgy will remember specifically this year’s 100th Anniversary and the 
forthcoming canonization of the Martyrs as Saints of the Armenian Apostolic Orthodox Church. 
 The entourage accompanying HH Karekin II consists of Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the East-
ern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, and the Primates of the following dioceses: Archbishop Arakel Kara-
mian of Gotayk Armenia, Bishop Movses Movsisian of the Diocese of Southern Russia, Bishop Ashod Mnatzaganyan 
Diocese of Egypt, Bishop Armash Nalbandyan of the Diocese of Damascus, Bishop Hovagim Manoogian, Direction of 
Ecumenical Relations of the Holy Mother See, Bishop Vahan Hovhanesian of the Diocese of France, Bishop Kevork 
Saroyan, Director of the Department of Christian Education and Dean of the Kevorkian Seminary at the Holy Mother 
See, the staff bearer to His Holiness, V. Rev. Anania Dzadooryan, and the Holy See’s Directory of Public Relations and 
Press, Rev. Fr. Vahram Melikyan. These prelates and clergy will also take part in this significant commemorative mass. 



 

 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

       

       FISH: A  SYMBOL OF CHRIST  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the sign of the fish is an early symbol for the early Christian church 

adopted even before the Cross?   

 

Fish are often mentioned in the gospels. This is what one would expect, if Jesus did most of 

his teaching in the Galilee. The synoptic gospels state that fish were a staple in the diet of 

Galilee (Some gospel verses which mention fish are: Mark 1:17; Matthew 12:40; Matthew 

14:17; Luke 5:6; John 21:6; 1 Corinthians 15:39). Christians believe that the second link 

between Christianity and the fish symbol is to be found in the Greek word for fish (ichthys, 

spelled: Iota (i) Iēsous  ( ɖůɞ ɠ), Jesus; Chi (ch) Christos (ɉɟɘůŰɧɠ), Christ; Theta (th) The-

ou (ŪŮɞ ), God’s; Ypsilon (y) (h)yios[3] (Ɉ ɧɠ), Son; Sigma (s)  sōtēr (ɆɤŰɐɟ), Savior). 

This is an acrostic with many translations in English.  

 

According to historians, during Roman persecutions of Christ’s followers in the first 

centuries after Christ, Christians used the fish symbol to mark meeting places and tombs, 

or to distinguish friends from enemies. For instance, when a Christian met a stranger in the 

road, they sometimes drew one arc of the simple fish outline in the dirt. If the stranger drew 

the other arc, both believers knew they were in good company.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Also, the first meal after Christ’s Resurrection that he shared with two men was a 

meal consisting of fish. That is why the fish is such an important icon of sharing Christ 

both in life and death. In fact, it is most proper to serve fish at a memorial hokejash after a 

funeral rather than a meat product because we believe in the resurrection of the dead 

…..and the life to come. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iota
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yeshua_%28name%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chi_%28letter%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theta
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ypsilon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ichthys#cite_note-2
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sigma
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soter


 

 

 
With Gratitude...  

The Parish of St. John’s thanks the following participants for their involvement in Holy Week Ceremonies 
 

Ceremony of the Wise and Foolish Virgins 
 

Clare Baharian 

Sydney Baharian 

Anne Barks 

Sarah Barks 

Graciella Boyajian 

Giananna Boyajian 

Juliette Bruck 

Isabella Kardachian 

Sara Kardachian 

Taleen Palanjian 

 

Vodnlva (Foot Washing) Ceremony 

Rev. Fr. Abraham Ohanesian 

Rev. Fr. Diran Papazian 

Michael Boucher  

Subdeacon George Boyagian 

Deacon Onnig Boyajian 

Deacon Mihran Hoplamazian 

Stephan Karougian  

Tbir Razmig Kalanjan 

Tbir Harry Kezelian III 

Deacon Rubik Mailian 

Deacon Richard Norsigian 

Dn. Shahin Uzunjian 

  



 

 
 

  

THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34   
 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             

orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.  
 

Օրհնեցից ըզՏէր յամենայն ժամ, յամենայն ժամ,  

oրհնութիւն նորա ի բերան իմ:                                                                         
I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

ON LEAVING THE SANCTUARY AFTER BADARAK 

  When approaching the Holy Gospel at the end 

of the Divine Liturgy you say:   

Heeshestzeh Der zamenaym Badarakus koh. 
 

Յիշեսցէ Տէր զամենայն Պատարագս քո: 
 

May the Lord remember all your offerings. 
 

The Priest answers:   

Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev  

zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na 

gadarestseh. 

 

Տացէ քեզ Տէր ըստ սրտի քում եւ զամենայն 
խորհուրդս քո ի բարիս նա կատարեսցէ: 

 

May the Lord grant you according to your own 

heart, and fulfill all your counsel in goodness. 

(Psalm 20:4) 

When  taking  Mahs the  

GIVER says: 
 

Mahs yev pazheen yegheetseen 

kez ee Soorp Badarakes. 
 

Մաս եւ բաժին եղիցին քեզ ի 
Սուրբ Պատարագէս: 

 

May this be to you a share and  

portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 
 

The RECEIVER says: 

 Pahjeen eem Asdvadz 

haveedyan. 
 

Բաժին իմ Աստուած 
յաւիտեան: 

 

My portion is God forever. 

THE KISS OF PEACE 

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.  

Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 
 

The RECEIVER says:  Blessed is the revelation of Christ.    
 

Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.          
 

Քրիստոս ի մէջ մեր յայտնեցաւ: / Օրհնեալ է յայտնութիւնն Քրիստոսի: 


