
 

 
St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 

22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI  48075 
248.569.3405 (phone)  |  248.569.0716 (fax) 

www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 
 

The Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian,  Pastor 
 

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 

 
Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 

Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 

Isaiah 66:1-24, Colossians 2:8-3:17, Matthew 22:34-23:39 

Lector:  YERCHANIG CALLAN 

Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and Chris-
mated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy Commun-
ion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, please ask 
any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you fill out a contact card before 
you leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with 
His love to serve others. 

 2017 

 
SUNDAY OF THE ADVENT 

Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP  

The Sunrise Office / ʈ˕ʺ˗ʶʸʶˁ……………………………9:00 am 

  Divine Liturgy / ʤ.ʡʶ˔ʶ˕ʶʸ …………………………...9:45 am                       

Giragn0rya 3  :yr;ig 

Community Challenge  
A concerned parishioner is pledging to make a generous donation to the Save The Tomb Project for 
each person who is at church today, April 2nd, at 9:00am for the Sunrise Office.  This challenge is 
lovingly done to encourage the faithful to not only be at church on time, but to also encourage par-
ticipation in the beauty of the Sunrise Service for the last time until next year. 



 

 Today’s Gospel  

Matthew 22:34-23:39 
 

 But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they came together.  
And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, to test him.  “Teacher, which is the great com-
mandment in the law?”  And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  
And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments 
depend all the law and the prophets.” 
 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, 
“What do you think of the Christ?  Whose son is he?”  They said to him, “The son of David.”  He 
said to them, “How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, `The Lord 
said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, till I put your enemies under your feet'?  If David thus calls 
him Lord, How is he his son?”  And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did 
any one dare to ask him any more questions. 
 Then said Jesus to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on 
Moses' seat; so practice and observe whatever they tell you, but not what they do; for they 
preach, but do not practice.  They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's 
shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with their finger.  They do all their deeds to 
be seen by men; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love the 
place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues, and salutations in the market plac-
es, and being called rabbi by men.  But you are  not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, 
and you are all brethren.  And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is 
in heaven.  Neither be called masters, for you have one master, the Christ.  He who is greatest 
among you shall be your servant; whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles 
himself will be exalted. 
 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites! because you shut the kingdom of 
heaven against men; for you neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who would enter to go in.  
Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you traverse sea and land to make a single 
proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as 
yourselves. 
 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, `If any one swears by the temple, it is nothing; but if 
any one swears by the gold of the temple, he is bound by his oath.'  You blind fools!  For which is 
greater, the gold or the temple that has made the gold sacred?  And you say, `If any one swears 
by the altar, it is nothing; but if any one swears by the gift that is on the altar, he is bound by his 
oath.'  You blind men!  For which is greater, the gift or the altar that makes the gift sacred?  So 
he who swears by the altar, swears by it and by everything on it; and he who swears by the tem-
ple, swears by it and by him who dwells in it; and he who swears by heaven, swears by the 
throne of God and by him who sits upon it. 



 

 

Continued... 
  
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you tithe mint and dill and cum-
in, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law, justice and mercy and faith; these 
you ought to have done, without neglecting the others.  You blind guides, straining out a 
gnat and swallowing a camel! 
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you cleanse the outside of the 
cup and of the plate, but inside they are full of extortion and rapacity.  You blind Pharisees! 
first cleanse the inside of the cup and of the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you are like whitewashed 
tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within they are full of dead men's bones and 
all uncleanness.  So you also outwardly appear righteous to men, but within you are full of 
hypocrisy and iniquity. 
 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you build the tombs of the 
prophets and adorn the monuments of the righteous, saying, `If we had lived in the days of 
our fathers, we would not have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the proph-
ets.'  Thus you witness against yourselves, that you are sons of those who murdered the 
prophets.  Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers.  You serpents, you brood of vipers, 
how are you to escape being sentenced to hell?  Therefore I send you prophets and wise 
men and scribes, some of whom you will kill and crucify, and some you will scourge in your 
synagogues and persecute from town to town, that upon you may come all the righteous 
blood shed on earth, from the blood of innocent Abel to the blood of Zecharitah the son of 
Barachiah, whom you murdered between the sanctuary and the altar.  Truly, I say to you, 
all this will come upon this generation. 
 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, killing the prophets and stoning those who are sent to 
you!  How often would I have gathered your children together as a hen gathers her brood 
under her wings, and you would not!  Behold, your house is forsaken and desolate.  For I 
tell you, you will not see me again, until you say, `Blessed is he who comes in the name of 
the Lord.'” 

Memorial Day of Easter (Merelotz-Remembrance of the Dead) 
 

It is a centuries old tradition to remember all deceased loved ones the day after a major feast day 
known as Merelotz. Please give the full name of the person or persons you wish to have 
remembered on the sign-up sheet placed on the desk in the lobby or call the church 
office at 248-569-3405 or email at office@sjachurch.org. An offering from your heart 
would be appreciated. Hokehankist, Requiem Service, for the repose of the souls of the 
departed will not be offered during Holy Week or on Easter Sunday. Requests for 
Hokehankist during this period will be fulfilled on Monday, April 17 at 11 am-11:15 am.  



 

 

 Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized 

James Shahbazian                               Araxey Barsamian                       Charles Sansone 
Elina Cobb   George Douroujalian                       Ruben Griffin  
Robert Missirlian   David Nolff                  

On Lenten Sunday’s, the plate collection will take place after the song Lord Have Mercy 
(Der Voghormia) while the choir sings Guardian of All (Bahaban Amenaynee).  

Sermon Topics for the Sundays of Lent 
 

April 2— Traditions and Practices in relation to our children of the Armenian Church 

Flowers for Holy Week 
 

If you would like to make a donation to help with the cost of altar flowers, palms, candles, 
incense or charcoal for the Holy Altar during Holy Week and Easter Sunday, please contact 

the church office 248-569-3405 by Monday, April 3 .  
Donors will be acknowledged in the Easter Bulletin . 

SAVE THE TOMB 

A Privilege for Every Christian - Participate in This Historic Renovation  
 
Diocesan Primate Abp. Khajag Barsamian has recently launched a Diocesan Fundraising Initi-
ative for the Restoration of Christ’s Tomb at the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusa-
lem. The Armenian Church, through our great Patriarchate of Jerusalem, has been blessed 
and honored to share joint custodial oversight of the Holy Sepulchre from medieval times 
down to the present day, and is deeply involved in its restoration. As a major jurisdiction of 
the worldwide Armenian Church, the Eastern Diocese aims to raise $300,000 to contribute 
to this effort.  ±ƛǎƛǘ WWW.SAVETHETOMB.ORG ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŜũƻǊǘΣ ƻǊ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǝƻƴ ƻƴƭƛƴŜΦ 

SAVE THE DATE 

The Fine Arts Committee of St. John’s Armenian Church cordially invites everyone 
to a Retrospective of Works by bƻǊŀ !ȊŀŘƛŀƴ on Sunday, April 23, 2017.   

Opening reception 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. in the Vartan Room.  
 Exhibition will continue through April 30.  Details will follow.  

http://WWW.SAVETHETOMB.ORG


 

 BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN  
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

 
 
IN MEMORY OF OUR BROTHERS AND SISTERS IN KARABAGH WHO DIED PUSHING BACK THE 
AZERI INCURSION INTO OUR ANCESTRAL TERRITORY LAST APRIL.  
 
ROSE BOUDAKIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother, Sister, Godmother, 
Aunt, Friend 
 Requested by Richard Boudakian & Teresa Lafford 
 Arthur Boudakian 
 Sarah & Jodi Olson, Jacob & A.J. 
 Susan Boudakian 
 John Boudakian 
 Anita Kachadurian 
 Debbie Zazaian, Michael & Matthew 
 Diane & David Nolff, Jonathan & Katie 
 Tom & Julie Kachadurian, Madeline & Noah 
 Mark & Karen Kachadurian  
 Jacob, Harry & Cole 
 
MELINE GIGIAN, 40th Day, Loving Mother, Mother-in-law, Grandmother,  
Great-Grandmother, Khnamee 
HAGOP GIGIAN, 2nd Year, Loving Father, Father-in-law, Grandfather,  
Great-Grandfather, Khnamee 
 Requested by Irma & Varujan Kabakciyan 
 Ani & Vahe Akaraz 
 Sonia & Steve Kalfayan 
 Tanya, Larry, Sammy, Talia & Jack Dadian 
 Natalie, Raffy, Razmig & Nadya Yaghdjian 
 Rita, Ara, Armen & Aren Avedissian 
 Greg & Christina Akaraz 
 Michael & Linda Kalfayan 
 Zepur Akaraz 
 Mr. and Mrs. Loris Iskender 
 Mr. and Mrs. Serco Iskender and Family 
 Mr. and Mrs. Andre Iskender and Family 
 Rosemary Kezelian  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN  Contšd 
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

 
 

GRANT KORKOIAN, 40th Day, Cousin 
MANUEL ESAYIAN, 40th Day, Cousin 
 Requested by Edward & Yvonne Korkoian & Family  
 Gloria Korkoian  
 George & Karen Nigoghosian & Family 
 
EDWARD B. KORKOIAN, 18th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather,  
Khnamee, Dear Friend 
 Requested by Edward & Yvonne Korkoian & Family 
 Gloria Korkoian 
 Karen & George Nigoghosian & Family 
 David & Marianne Dardarian & Family 
 Alice & Sandra Nigoghosian 
 Ohanesian, Lutz & Findikyan Families 
  
FLORENCE OHANESIAN, 18th Year, Mother, Grandmother, Great-Grandmother 
JAMES OHANESIAN, 15th Year, Father, Grandfather, Great-Grandfather 
EDWARD B. KORKOIAN, 18th Year, Dear Friend 
RICHARD KRIKORIAN, 18th Year, Godfather, Uncle 
VIRGINIA KRIKORIAN, 9th Year, Godmother, Aunt 
 Requested by Ohanesian, Lutz & Findikyan Families 
 Edward & Yvonne Korkoian & Family  
 Gloria Korkoian  
 George & Karen Nigoghosian & Family  
  

 

  

FALLEN ASLEEP IN THE LORD 
 
 

We offer our prayers for the servant of God, Nubar Cholakian,  
who entered his eternal rest last week.  His funeral took place at  

St. John Armenian Church on March 25, 2017. 
May Christ our Lord shed His Eternal light upon his soul. 

 
 



 

  

 

 

2017 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

THE GREAT AND HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP  

 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 9-PALM SUNDAY 

Morning Service-9:00 am 

Church School Procession with Palms / Divine Liturgy-9:45 am 

Opening of the Doors-1:00-1:20 pm (Service in English) 

ACYOA DAY 

*Fellowship hosted by the ACYOA* 

 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 11, VESPERS SERVICE 

Remembering the Wise and Foolish Maidens ï Vespers ï 7:00 pm  

(Service in English) 

Refreshments will be served and hosted by the Church School 

 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, GREAT AND HOLY THURSDAY 

Divine Liturgy commemorating the Last Supper-10:30 am 

Tuesday Lunch Club 12:00 noon in the Cultural Hall 

Washing of the Feet ï 7:30 pm  

Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord ï 8:30 pm 

7 Gospels ï 7 Knots  
 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 14, GREAT AND HOLY FRIDAY 

Order of the Crucifixion of Christ ï 11:30 am 

The Entombment of Our Lord Jesus Christ ï 7:30 pm 
 

  
 
 



 

  

 

 

2017 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE  

THE GREAT AND HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP contôd 

 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 15 ï GREAT AND HOLY SATURDAY 

Divine Liturgy & Family Service, Holy Communion & Easter Eve Supper  

Reading of Scriptures done by AGBU school students ï 4:00 pm  

Divine Liturgy ï 5:00 pm 

 

A complimentary Easter supper will be served to all children  

sponsored by the Church School. 

 Adults - $15.00 RSVP (Tables Only)  

Alberta Godoshian ï 248-476-4638 

 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 16 ï EASTER SUNDAY 

THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD  

& SAVIOUR JESUS CHRIST 

Morning Service ï 9 am; Divine Liturgy ï 9:45 am 

Home Blessing Service 12:00 noon in the Cultural Hall 

followed by an Easter Tea prepared by the Womenôs Guild. 
 

 

MONDAY, APRIL 17 - MERELOTZ (Remembrance of the Dead) 

11 am ï 11:15 am 

Requiem/Hokehankist 



 

 
 

BIBLE STUDY 
 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΥ 
±ŜǊȅ wŜǾΦ CǊΦ !ǊŜƴ WŜōŜƧƛŀƴ 

Monday evenings 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 
on the dates listed below:   

April 3, 17 
May 8, 22 

June 26 
 

 

Catechism 
 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΥ 
±ŜǊȅ wŜǾΦ CǊΦ !ǊŜƴ WŜōŜƧƛŀƴ 

Thursday Evenings  
7:00 – 8:30 p.m. 

on the dates listed below:   
April 6—Holy Week in the Armenian Church 

May 18 
June 29 

 
All parishioners and friends are invited to attend these informative sessions. 

Admission is Free  
 

Baku Armenians in Southeastern Michigan: 
    Some Comparisons with Armenia, 

    Nagorny Karabakh and Russia     

     

    Nona Shahnazarian     

     

Cosponsored by the Armenian Research Center, 
University of Michigan-Dearborn and 

St. John Armenian Church 
 

Sunday, 12:45 PM 
April 2, 2017 
Vartan Room 

St. John Armenian Church 



 

 
Every Wednesday, following the Lenten Fish dinner, there will be Lenten prayer 

 service in the Sanctuary offered by a special guest 
 

April 5 – Dn. Rubik will explain about Holy Week 

 

Translation for “Guardian of All” 
Christ, Guardian of all creatures, let your right hand be a shadow over me day and night, tarrying at 
home and traveling, sleeping and rising, that I may never fail. Have mercy upon your creatures, and 
upon me, great sinner that I am. 

 

 

New Hymns During Lent 
 

The Komitas choir will offer the following new hymns during Lenten Sundays 
 
Soorp Asdvadz (By Khoren Mekanejian) Holy God 
Krisdos Ee Mech  (Amy Apcar) Christ in Our Midst 
Amen Yev Unt Hokvooyt Koom  (Khoren Mekanejian) Amen and With Your Spirit 
Hayr Mer (Komitas) The Lord’s Prayer 
Hayr Soorp (Ara Bartevian) Holy God 
Der Voghormia (Khoren Mekanejian) Lord Have Mercy 
Bahaban Amenaynee (Alan Hovaness) Guardian of All  

 
ACOLYTE TRAINING  

[ŜŘ ōȅ ±ŜǊȅ wŜǾΦ CǊΦ !ǊŜƴ WŜōŜƧƛŀƴ 
For Boys Ages 10-16 Years Old 

Saturdays 10am-12pm 
April 8, 22 
May 13, 27 

Please call the Church office to enroll 

 

102nd Commemoration of the Armenian Genocide 
 

The Armenian Churches of Greater Detroit Genocide Commemoration Committee will host the 

102nd anniversary commemoration of the Armenian Genocide on April 24th at St. Sarkis Armenian 

Church. The Divine Liturgy and Service in Honor of the Sanctified Martyrs of the Genocide will begin 

at 7:00 p.m.  The Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian, Pastor of St. John Armenian Church, will celebrate the 

Holy Badarak.  A reception will follow in St. Sarkis Lillian Arakelian Hall.  



 

  
 

Movie “The Promise” 
The Armenian Churches of Greater Detroit Genocide Commemoration Committee encour-
ages our community and its supporters to view the upcoming film, "The Promise."  This his-
torical drama, set in Constantinople on the verge of World War I and at the time of the Ar-
menian Genocide, centers on a love triangle between an artist from France, an American 
journalist played by actor Christian Bale, and an Armenian medical student who is engaged 
to a woman from his home village. Dates, times, and theater locations will be made public 
as soon as they are available.  Theaters and times to be announced. 

Day by Day Bible Study  
 

 Wednesday, April 26, 2017 
12:00 pm — 2:00 pm  

For more information, call Yeretzgin Roberta at 248-538-9993  

Women’s Guild  
 

On Monday, April 3rd, at 6:00 pm Nazoog bake with the Women’s Guild  
for our Palm Sunday Bake Sale.   

Palm Sunday Bake Sale following .ŀŘŀǊŀƪ on April 9, 2017. 
 

We welcome all interested Guild members and friends of the St John Guild, to come and 
join with us for fellowship and a chance to help make our Palm Sunday Bake Sale a much 

anticipated community event! All hands are good hands. 

 

Visit  the Parish Bookstore 
  

Genocide T-Shirts with “Forget-Me-Not” emblem and map on back — $20.00 
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  

Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.  
New: “Armenia, Australia and the Great War” by Vicken Babkenian and  

Peter Stanley — SC $35.00 
New: “Armenians and Turks: From War to Cold War to Diplomacy”  

by Tatul Hakobyan — SC $30.00 
New: “Avak Shapat– A Guide to the Holy Week Services of the Armenian Church” by  

Fr. Daniel Findikyan—SC $15.00 
New: “Forty Days of Lent—Cookbook” by Alice Antreassian—$15.00 
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General   Information  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm 

After hours in an emergency, please contact: 

Pastor’s Cell: 773-457-4122   e-mail: FrAren@sjachurch.org 

Administrator’s Cell:  760-832-1142 

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when you 
or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor.  
If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name to be included 
in the “Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized” list.  Those who are homebound and 
would like to receive Holy Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 
Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and  
offer a home blessing, please contact the Church Office. 
 
Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born.  
For more information, phone the Church Secretary.  We encourage parents to baptize 
their children between 40 days and 3 months. 
 
Marriage  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your  
proposed wedding date.  
 
Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John  
parish, please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church 
Office.  
 
Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office 
by 5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 
Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax  
248-569-0716, or email to Tamara@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday  
preceding the Sunday.  Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.  
Requiem may be offered every Sunday of the year except for the five Tabernacle Feast 
Days.  



 

 

The Psalm of Dismissal - Psalm 34  
ʬ˕˅ˋʺ˖ˀ˖ ʽʻʦʼ˕ ˊʶˉʺˋʶˊˋ ʿʶˉ, ˊʶˉʺˋʶˊˋ ʿʶˉ,  

o̞ ˅ˋˍ˗ʾˀ˗ˋ ˋˍ˕ʶ ˀ ʷʺ˕ʶˋ ˀˉ:                                                                       
 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem .  

 

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

When taking aŀƘǎ the GIVER says: 
 

aŀƘǎ ȅŜǾ ǇŀȊƘŜŜƴ ȅŜƎƘŜŜǘǎŜŜƴ ƪŜȊ ŜŜ {ƻƻǊǇ .ŀŘŀǊŀƪŜǎΦ 
 

ʛʶ˒ ʺ˗ ʷʶʿˀˋ ʺˇˀ˖ˀˋ ˙ʺʻ ˀ ʤˍ˗˕ʷ ʡʶ˔ʶ˕ʶʸʼ˒: 
 

May this be to you a share and portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 
 

The RECEIVER says: 
 Pahjeen eem Asdvadz haveedyan. 

 

ʉʶʿˀˋ ˀˉ ʈ˒˔ˍ˗ʶ˃ ˊʶ˗ˀ˔ʺʶˋ: 
 

My portion is God forever. 
 
 


