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St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway | Southfield, MI  48075 

248.569.3405 (phone)  |  248.569.0716 (fax) 
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 

 

The Very Reverend Father Aren Jebejian,  Pastor 
 

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian 
The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 

 

Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

        Our  Chur c h  a nd  Par i s h  i s  a  p l a c e  wh e r e  .  .  .  
 All people are welcome  
 Every person is a minister  
 The world is our collective responsibility  
 Disciple making is our goal,  and  
 Worship is our duty and delight  

SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 

Isaiah 5:1-10, I Corinthians 6:18-7:11, Matthew 19:3-12 
Lector:  HARRY KEZELIAN III 

Welcome! 
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all  who are Baptized and 
Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, 
please ask any Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you fill out a contact 
card before you leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and 
depart with His love to serve others. 

 2016 
 

THIRD SUNDAY AFTER TRANSFIGURATION 

Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian 

THE LORD’S DAY -  SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP  

Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն …9:00 am 

  Divine Liturgy / Ս.Պատարագ …………………………...9:30 am                       



 

 
Today’ s Gospel  

Matthew 19:3-12 
 

And Pharisees came up to him and tested him by asking, “Is it lawful to divorce one's 
wife for any cause?”  He answered, “Have you not read that he who made them from 
the beginning made them male and female, and said, `For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one'?  So they 
are no longer two but one.  What therefore God has joined together, let no man put 
asunder.”  They said to him, “Why then did Moses command one to give a certificate of 
divorce, and to put her away?”  He said to them, “For your hardness of heart Moses  
allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not so.  And I say to 
you:  whoever divorces his wife, except for unchastity, and marries another, commits 
adultery; and he who marries a divorced woman, commits adultery.” 
 The disciples said to him, “If such is the case of a man with his wife, it is not  
expedient to marry.”  But he said to them, “Not all men can receive this precept, but  
only those to whom it is given.  For there are eunuchs who have been so from birth, 
and there are eunuchs who have been made eunuchs by men, and there are eunuchs 
who have made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  He who is 
able to receive this, let him receive it.”  

 
 
 

 
 Today, Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian is the guest celebrant.   

Fr. Aren has invited Fr. Garabed to celebrate Divine Liturgy on the occasion of his  
40th Anniversary of sacred ordination to priesthood.  

 
 
 

 

Fellowship Tea 
Yeretzgin Roberta and Fr. Garabed invite everyone to a special fellowship celebrating 

this day.  
 



 

 

 

Women’s Guild News  
Welcome to one and all for Festival Preparation Days. 

Monday, July 18, from 9:00 a.m. until noon— choreg loaf preparation. 
Monday, July 18, from 6:00 p.m. until 8:30 p.m., — choreg roll preparation. 

Tuesday, July 19 —  soo boreg preparation.  
All interested women and men are welcome and appreciated!! 

No experience is necessary and all hands are good hands. 
 

The Women’s Guild invites you to become a member. 
For information please call Belinda Kabodian 248.767.3942 

 Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized  

Jilber Abajian   Araxey Barsamian  Rose Boudakian 
Ramela Carman  Elina Cobb   George Douroujalian  
Ruben Griffin   Cheryl Giesa   Don McCorkle     
Jean Merzigian   Charles Sansone  James Shahbazian            
 

Don't miss the Women's Guild Annual Summer Outing  
Thursday, August 4th at 4:30 p.m. at Hagopian World of Rugs  

850 South Old Woodward Avenue, Birmingham MI 48009  
 

Join us to learn the history and traditions of beautiful handmade rugs by Suzanne 
Hagopian. Curious about a small oriental rug you own? Bring it along.   

Dinner will follow at the Phonicia Restaurant.  
588 South Old Woodward Avenue Birmingham, MI 48009 
For reservations contact Judy Parks at 248-227-7637 or  

hyefood@aol.com by July 27, 2016 

 

 

Day by Day Bible Study  
 

Wednesday, July 27th, 2016  
12:00 — 2:00 pm  

For more information, call Yeretzgin Roberta at 248.538.9993  



 

 
 

Gifts to the Church 
On the occasion of Fr. Garabed’s 40th Anniversary of sacred ordination to  

priesthood, Alberta and Masis Godoshian present a gift to the church. 
 
 

In honor of the 40th Anniversary of Fr. Garabed’s ordination, David, Marianne, Daniel & 
Karen Dardarian make a gift to the church.  

 
 

A donation on the occasion  of Father Garabed’s 40th Anniversary is made to St. John 
Armenian Church by Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hovsepian.  

 
 

A gift has been presented to the church in honor of Fr. Garabed’s 40th Anniversary by 
Jane Hovsepian and Family.  

 
 

Fr. Garabed & Yeretzgin Roberta offer a donation with love and gratitude to St. John on 
the occasion of Der Hayr’s 40th Ordination Anniversary. 

 
 

Mr. And Mrs. Missak Alexanian present a gift to the church on the occasion of their 
daughter Ani Alexanian's engagement to Mr. Dustin Fisher.  

 
 

 

Altar Flowers 
In loving memory of Philip Keila, beloved husband and father, today’s Altar flowers are 

presented by Lorrie, David & Andrew Keila.  
 
 

On the occasion of Fr. Garabed’s 40th Anniversary to the Holy Priesthood, today’s Altar 
flowers are donated by Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hovsepian and Mr. and Mrs. Rick Vian. 

 
 



 

 
 
 

BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN  
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

 

 
SADIE SARAJIAN, 40th Day, Mother, Dear Sister, Aunt, Great-Aunt 
 Requested by Gabriel & Lorraine Sarajian 
 Izabelle Jizmejian 
 Sharon Jizmejian 
 Carol Jizmejian 
 Don Hutchinson 
 Michelle Halagian 
 Michael Halagian 
 Sarkis & Hermena Yeghiazarian 
 Mark, Deanna, Alec, Andrew & Jenna Torigian 
 Eric, Nicole, Viviana & Christian Torigian 
 Kathryn Torigian 
 Karen, John Jeffrey & Kyle Kalajian  
 
 
EDWARD A. JIZMEJIAN, 2nd Year, Dear Husband, Father, Grandfather, Uncle,  
Great-Uncle 
 Requested by Izabelle Jizmejian 
 Sharon Jizmejian 
 Carol Jizmejian 
 Don Hutchinson 
 Michelle Halagian 
 Michael Halagian 
 Sarkis & Hermena Yeghiazarian 
 Mark, Deanna, Alec, Andrew & Jenna Torigian 
 Eric, Nicole, Viviana & Christian Torigian 
 Kathryn Torigian 
 Karen, John Jeffrey & Kyle Kalajian  
 
 
PHILIP KEILA, 2nd Year, Husband, Father, Son-in-Law, Brother-in-Law, Nephew 
 Requested by Lorrie, David & Andrew Keila 
 Gloria & Arthur Melkonian 
 Pattie Melkonian 
 David Melkonian 
 Mary Davidson 



 

 
 

BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN Cont’d. 
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

VIOLET & JACK DAVIDSON,  Mother, Father, Grandmother, Grandfather 
ALICE DAVIDSON, Sister, Aunt 
 Requested by Mary Davidson 
 Gloria & Arthur Melkonian 
 Pattie Melkonian 
 David Melkonian 
 Lorrie, David & Andrew Keila  
 
 
 
AGNES & HARRY MELKONIAN, Mother, Father, Grandmother, Grandfather 
 Requested by Gloria & Arthur Melkonian 
 Pattie Melkonian 
 David Melkonian 
 Lorrie, David & Andrew Keila 
 
 
 
STEPHAN & VALENTINE TOPAKBASHIAN, Father, Mother, Grandfather,  
Grandmother  
HAIGANUSH TASHJIAN, Mother, Grandmother 
PARSEGH TASHJIAN, Brother 
 Requested by Toros & Knarik Topakbashian & Family 
 
 
 
HAIG JIZMEJIAN, 38th Year, Father 
SERPOUK JIZMEJIAN, 33rd Year, Mother 
EDWARD JIZMEJIAN, 2nd Year, Brother 
MARY JIZMEJIAN, 88th Year, Sister 
 Requested by Armen Mary Negosian 
 
  
 



 

 
 

BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN Cont’d. 
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

ALEXANDER CHAVDARIAN, 14th Year, Husband, Father, Grandfather,  
Great-Grandfather 
 Requested by Cathy & Michael Boucher, Juliette & Chad 
 Daniele, Michael, Logan 
 Faith & Adam Chaabon, Charlette 
 Alice Chavdarian 
 
 
 
CLARA CHAVDARIAN MOORADIAN, Aunt, Cousin, Beloved Friend 
 Requested by Alice Chavdarian  
  
 
 
V. REV. BEDROS PAKRADOUNI, Great Grand Uncle 
FR. STEPAN & YERETZGIN YIUGHAPER DER STEPANIAN AND THEIR THREE  
CHILDREN WHO PERISHED ON THE LA BOURGOGNE OCEAN LINER JULY 4, 1898, 
Grand Uncle & Aunt  

 Requested by Father Garabed and Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian 
 
 

 
EDDIE CARMAN 
HAROUTIUN CARMAN 
ARAXIE CARMAN 
MASA CARMAN 
MARGARET & MARDIG HATCHERIAN 
HARRY CARMAN 
 Requested by Mr. and Mrs. Peter Hovsepian 
 Rev. Fr. Garabed & Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian 
 Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vian 
 Mr. & Mrs. Edward Carman & Matthew Carman 
 
 



 

 
 

BASHDON HOKEHANKUSDYAN Cont’d. 
REQUIEM PRAYERS FOR THE SOULS WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 

DIRAMAYR  MARY & DIRAHAYR ROOPEN KOCHAKIAN 
ROBERT VAUGHN KOCHAKIAN 
GARABED & YIUGHAPER KOCHAKIAN 
GOORIG MERJANIAN 
MARGARET & CLIFFORD LONG 
GEORGE & ALICE BASHIAN 
DANIEL & VARTER NAJARIAN 
MARY MOORADIAN 
HAROLD & MAUDE MOSIGIAN 
ROSE VARTOUHI KOCHAKIAN 
 Requested by Father Garabed & Yeretzgin Roberta Kochakian 
 
 
 
KRIKOR SHABANYAN 
ANAHID SHABANYAN 
ALEKSAN SHABANYAN 
MAKROUHI SHABANYAN 
YEGHIAZAR MESSIAYAN 
VARTANOUSH MESSIAYAN 
 Requested by Mr. & Mrs. Edmond Megerian 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

Visit  the Parish Bookstore 
 

Genocide T-Shirts with “Forget-Me-Not” emblem and map on back — $20.00 
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  

Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.  
New: The Hundred Year Walk,  

An Armenian Odyssey by Dawn Anahid MacKeen  — HC $24.00  
New: Bronze Armenian Cross 5”X 3 1/2”  

Suitable to hang on a wall or above a doorway — $40.00 
 “Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story” by Henry Morgenthau, American  

Ambassador to Constantinople 1913-1916 — SC $29.00 
New: Truth Held Hostage, by John M. Evans, Former American Ambassador 

to Armenia — HC $32.00 
New: Armenian Alphabet Wood Puzzle  — $35.00 

New: “The Festal Works of St. Gregory of Narek” by Abraham Terian —  
HC $40.00 

New Items From Armenia 

DVD On Sale Now 
 

The Detroit Armenian Chorale, A 100 -  Year Journey of Remembrance and Song, 
memorable performance at the Detroit Symphony Orchestra Hall DVD is available 
for sale for $10 at the book store. The DVD includes, the Chorale singing, Stories 
from Genocide, the Hamazkayin Arax Dance Ensemble and the Karapetyan Quartet 
performances under the direction of Deacon Rubik Mailian.  

 

Wanted: Used Armenian Books!  
The Parish Bookstore is accepting donations of gently used books on Armenian  

subjects written in English for its Used Book Sale at this year’s Festival.  Kindly 

drop off  books at the church office during business hours or on Sundays.   

Receipts available in the church office. 



 

 

In Celebration of our 85
th

 Anniversary 

After church, at 12:00 pm, following the Blessing of the Grapes 

                                                     
  Baking Contest 

                          

tpalaian4@gmail.com 

50/50 Raffle 

Cash Prizes for 

1st, 2nd and 3rd 

Place 

 

Bring your Tavloo Boards and Cards 

 

(Parents don’t forget to bring a towel for the kids) 

 

Picnic Menu:  

Rice or Bulgur Pilaf, 

Watermelon, 

Soft Drinks, Coffee 

~ 

 



 

 

General  Informat ion  

Parish Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 9:00 am—5:00 pm 
After hours in an emergency, please contact: 

Pastor’s Cell: 773-457-4122 
Administrator’s Cell:  760-832-1142 

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office 
when you or someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit 
from the Pastor.  If you have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your 
name to be included in the “Prayers for the Sick and Hospitalized” list.  Those who 
are homebound and would like to receive Holy Communion at home should 
phone the Church Office. 
 
Home Blessing  If you would like th e  P a stor  t o  v is i t  you r  h om e  a n d   
offer a home blessing, please contact the Church Office. 
 
Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she 
is born.  For more information, phone the Church Secretary. 
 
Marriage  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of 
your proposed wedding date.  Wedding packets are available at the Church Office. 
 
Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. 
John parish, please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the 
Church Office.  
 
Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the 
Church Office by 5:00 pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 
Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax  
248-569-0716, or email to Tamara@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday 
preceding the Sunday.  Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.  

 

 



 

 Badaracix Hydo 3 Ygy.yxien Tovrs Calov +amanag 
 

On Leaving the Sanctuary After Divine Liturgy  

The Psalm of Dismissal - Psalm 34  
Օրհնեցից ըզՏէր յամենայն ժամ, յամենայն ժամ,  

oրհնութիւն նորա ի բերան իմ:                                                                       
 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem .   

 

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

When approaching the Holy Gospel at the 
end of the Divine Liturgy you say:   

Յիշեսցէ Տէր զամենայն Պատարագս քո: 
 

 

May the Lord remember all your sacrifices. 
 

The Priest answers:   

Տացէ քեզ Տէր ըստ սրտի քում եւ զամենայն 
խորհուրդս քո ի բարիս նա կատարեսցէ: 

 
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev  

zamenayn khorhoortus koh ee parees na 
gadarestseh. 

 

May the Lord grant you according to your own 
heart, and fulfill all your desires.  

(Psalm 20:4) 

The Kiss of Peace 
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.  
 

Orhnyal eh haydnootyoonun Kreesdosee.          
 

The RECEIVER says:  Blessed is the revelation of Christ.    
 

 

Քրիստոս ի մէջ մեր յայտնեցաւ: / Օրհնեալ է յայտնութիւնն 

Քրիստոսի: 

When taking Mahs the  
GIVER says: 

 

Մաս եւ բաժին եղիցի քեզ ի 

Սուրբ Պատարագէս: 
 

Mahs yev pazheen yegheetsee kez ee 

Soorp Badarakes. 

 

May this be to you a share and  
portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 

 
The RECEIVER says: 

Բաժին իմ Աստուած յաւիտեան: 

 
Pahjeen eem Asdvadz haveedyan. 

 

My portion is God forever. 


