
 

 

Sunday Bulletin 

              SACRED LECTIONS OF THE LITURGY 

ISAIAH 65:8-25, PHILIPPIANS 3:1-4:9, LUKE 17:20-18:14 

LECTOR:  YVONNE KORKOIAN  

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway   l Southfield, MI  48075 

248.569.3405 (phone)  l  248.569.0716 (fax) 
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org 

 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian,  Pastor 
 

Clergy residing within the St. John parish and community: 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian, Pastor Emeritus 

The Reverend Father Abraham Ohanesian 
 

Deacon Rubik Mailian, Director of Sacred Music and Pastoral Assistant 
Ms. Margaret Lafian, Organist 

Our Church and Parish is a place where . . . 

-   A l l  p e o p l e  a r e  w e l c o m e  
-   E v e r y  p e r s o n  i s  a  m i n i s t e r  
-   T h e  w o r l d  i s  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  
-   D i s c i p l e  m a k i n g  i s  o u r  g o a l ,  a n d  
-   W o r s h i p  i s  o u r  d u t y  a n d  d e l i g h t  

   Welcome!  
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy/Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Baptized and Chrismated 
in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If 
you are new to our parish and would like information about our many parish groups, please ask any 
Parish Council member on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you sign our Guest Book before you 
leave so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and depart with His 
love to serve others. 

MARCH 15, 2015 

SUNDAY OF THE JUDGE 

CELEBRANT: REV. FR. GARABED KOCHAKIAN 

THE LORD’S DAY - SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 

                            Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն  8:45 am 

Sunrise Service /²ր»õ³·³ÉÇ  Ժամերգութիւն                              9:30 am 

                                    Divine Liturgy / Ս.Պատարագ          10:30 am 



 

 
GENERAL INFORMATION 

PARISH COUNCIL OF ST. JOHN ARMENIAN CHURCH 2014—2015 

 

P a r i s h  O f f i c e  H o u r s :  M o n d a y - F r i d a y ,  9 : 0 0  a m — 5 : 0 0  p m  
Pastor’s Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday: 9:30 am —5:00 pm 

A f t e r  h o u r s  i n  a n  e m e r g e n c y ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t :  
P a s t o r ’ s  C e l l :  2 4 8 - 2 2 5 - 9 8 8 8  

A d m i n i s t r a t o r ’ s  C e l l :   7 6 0 - 8 3 2 - 1 1 4 2  

 

Visits to the Hospitalized and Homebound  Please phone the Church Office when you or 
someone you love is admitted to the hospital and would like a visit from the Pastor.  If you 
have an upcoming surgery, please consider requesting your name be included in the “Prayers 
for the Sick and Hospitalized.” Those who are homebound and would like to receive Holy 
Communion at home should phone the Church Office. 
 

Home Blessing  If you would like the Pastor to visit your home and offer a home blessing, 
please contact the Church Office. 
 

Baptism  Parents may prepare for the baptism of their child before he or she is born. For 
more information, phone the Church Secretary. 
 

Marriage  Phone the Church Secretary at least nine months in advance of your proposed 
wedding date. Wedding packets are available at the Church Office. 
 

Parish Membership  If you are interested in becoming a member of the St. John parish, 
please speak to a Parish Council member on Sunday, or phone the Church Office.  
 

Sunday Bulletin  Announcements for the Sunday Bulletin are due in the Church Office by 5:00 
pm on Wednesday preceding the date of service.  
 

Requiem Requests may be submitted to the Church Office by mail, phone, fax 248-569-0716, 
or email to mkafafian@sjachurch.org no later than 5:00 pm Wednesday preceding the Sun-
day requested. Request forms are available in the Church Lobby.  

 

Karmen A. Santourian, Chairman 

Jeffrey E. Axt, Vice Chairman 

Michael Kazarian, Treasurer 

Marianne Dardarian, Secretary 

Jacqueline ElChemmas, Ass’t Treasurer 

Ardis Gregory, Ass’t Secretary 

Dr. Mary Alani, Advisor 

George Boyagian, Advisor 

Peter S. Egigian, Advisor 

Ara Hachigian, Advisor 

Christopher Korkoian, Advisor 

John R. Kalajian, First Alternate 

Paul Andonian, Second Alternate 



 

 
TODAY’S GOSPEL:  Luke 18: 1-8 

 

 
And he told them a parable, to the effect that they ought always to pray and 
not lose heart.  He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither 
feared God nor regarded man:  and there was a widow in that city who kept 
coming to him and saying, `Vindicate me against my adversary.'  For a while he 
refused; but afterward he said to himself, `Though I neither fear God nor re-
gard man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will vindicate her, or she will 
wear me out by her continual coming.'”  And the Lord said, “Hear what the 
unrighteous judge says.  And will not God vindicate his elect, who cry to him 
day and night?  Will he delay long over them?  I tell you, he will vindicate 
them speedily.  Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith 
on earth? 
  

He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were 

righteous and despised others:  “Two men went up into the Temple to pray, 

one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed 

thus with himself, `God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, 

unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, I give 

tithes of all that I get.'  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even 

lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God, be merciful to me 

a sinner!'  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the 

other; for every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles 

himself will be exalted.”  



 

 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED 

Stan Armit  Araxey Barsamian         Rose Boudakian        

Pam Dayinian  George Douroujalian             Cheryl Giesa                                 

Frank Houhanisin May Kafafian                 Walter Negosian      

Aida Petrosyan            Alice Prudian                                 Richard Santourian          

Mary Sarafian               Anita Tootikian             Sara Apigian 

Alice Prudian 

 

WELCOME 
St. John’s welcome two of our female seminarians studying at St. Nersess Seminary in New 
York, Miss Katheryn Ashbahian and Miss Arpie Nakashian. They have been in Ann Arbor this 
weekend attending a seminar on teaching the Genocide in schools. They have been with our 
high school and elementary departments of the Sunday School this morning speaking with the 
children about the 100th Anniversary of the Genocide and the Canonization of the Martyrs as 
Saints of the Armenian Church. They will be at fellowship today so greet them with that tradi-
tional Detroit hospitality. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2015 
NOON—2 PM 

DAY-BY-DAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY IN THE NURSERY 
BRING YOUR BIBLE AND YOUR LUNCH 

ALL ARE WELCOME. 

FALLEN ASLEEP WITH THE LORD 

We offer our prayers for the servant of Gods, 

John Stephanian and Zepur Bekri 

Who entered their eternal rest this past week.  

May Christ our Lord shed His Eternal light upon their souls. 

HELP NEED FOR AN ARMENIAN HOUSEHOLD 
An elderly parishioner is seeking a woman for light housekeeping, driving, and shopping for 
two days a week. If you or anyone you know of who may be suitable for this position please 



 

 

VISIT THE PARISH BOOKSTORE 
NEW:  Remembering the Genocide T-Shirts Youth & Adult sizes $20.00 

“When I Was Baptized”—Children’s Board Book—$12.00 
“Mariam’s Easter Parade” - Children’s Book by Marianne Markarian HC $16 
The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items:  jewelry,  

Armenian crosses, key chains, cookbooks and many “Made in Armenia” products.   
SPECIAL:  2-CD SET BY ROGER KRIKORIAN. 

 
“FORGET ME NOT” FLOWER LAPEL PINS NOW AVAILABLE—The “Forget-Me-Not” flower 
has been chosen as the official emblem of the Centennial of the Armenian Genocide.  The 
flower has five petals which represent the five continents where Armenians found shelter 
after the Genocide and has four main colors: violet, light violet, yellow and black.  A de-
tailed explanation of the design and the colors accompanies each lapel pin.  $8.00 

ACYOA LENTEN FISH DINNERS  
 
 
 
 
 
 

5:30-6:30 
 

THIS WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 
 

ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH & CHIPS 
VEGAN OPTION AVAILABLE! 

 Adults, $10.00 - Children, $5.00 
 

MARCH 25 

LOBSTER DINNER 

$20.00 
 

RESERVATIONS: 248-569-3405 

LENTEN VIGIL SERVICE IN THE SANCTUARY 7 PM 
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While we are mourning the loss our loved ones, we also rejoice as they meet the Lord 

behind the veil in the Heavenly Jerusalem. 



 

 

2ÅÑÕÉÅÍÓ ÃÏÎÔȭÄ 
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FLOWERS FOR HOLY WEEK—WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 

If you would like to make a donation to help with the cost of flowers or candles for the Holy Altar 
during Holy Week and Easter, it would be greatly appreciated.  

 
Donors for Easter Lilies, Palm Sunday flowers, and flowers for the Holy Tomb of Christ are needed. If 

you wish to make a donation please call the Church Office at 248-569-3405 by March 20th.  
Donors will be acknowledged in the Easter Bulletin. 

 

HOW DO WE PRACTICE GREAT LENT WITH ALL THE VARIABLES? 

 

 In the world and society we live today we know that it is quite different from the earliest days 

when the Church and her practices were developed. Creating a fasting regimen is a challenge and needs 

to be one that one can follow with honor in respecting the tradition of Great Lenten preparation for East-

er, observing it in the best means and ways that it is  perfecting the spirit of God, that is in each of us, 

remembering all the while that we live to become as perfect as our Heavenly Father is Perfect. Saint Ath-

anasius taught us a very important purpose for life… God became man [human], so that we can become 

Godlike.   

 It is during Great Lent the we dedicate ourselves to this purpose in life and discover it in cele-

brating the Resurrection of Jesus on Easter.  Remember that we fast in order to realize our hunger for 

God, and hunger pangs should become reminders to fill that which is missing in our lives, the WORD 

OF GOD / THE WISDOM OF GOD that comes through prayer, and acts of Christian Love we call 

Charity…giving, sharing, showing compassion and forgiving.  

 Fasting is not just from food, it is from all worldly distractions that prevent us from thinking 

about God, His Love, His Wisdom and His presence in this life through Jesus Christ His Son. We abstain 

from pleasures of the earth, to focus on the pleasures and treasures of a Heavenly Life and the Kingdom 

of Our Father. We stay away from activities and hobbies that can smother our efforts to become ‘perfect 

as our Father in Heaven IS Perfect. That is the goal of the Christian life. 

 Now, by such forty days the Lord defeated the tempter, Satan, on the Mount of Temptation. 

This is to be held as an ideal ample of victory for all believers… Now, if we are unable to ‘die daily’, 

according to the sing of St. Paul [1 Corinthians 15:31], let us at least try to partake of the suffering of 

Christ during these forty days, to lay  on the altar of sacrifice the sins of the year. Let us humble our-

selves for forty days. Do you not know that only those who in a determined way become partakers of the 

suffering of Christ will be able to share in the glory of the Resurrection for Christ? For He says that ― it 

behooves us not only to believe in Christ but also to suffer for His name’s sake [Phil 1:29] – Catholicos 

Hovhan Mandakuni (5th Century) 

 

Father Garabed 



 

 

2015 HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

THE GREAT AND HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 

 

SUNDAY, MARCH 29 - Palm Sunday  

Morning Service-8:45 am; Opening of the Doors-9:45 am    

Church School Procession with Palms / Divine Liturgy-10:15 am 

 

The children of the Church School will gather in the Main Lobby where Father Garabed 

with deacons and choir will celebrate the traditional Opening of the Doors. Upon conclu-

sion, all will enter the church in procession. For those attending morning service, please 

leave the church after morning worship is completed and join the children in the lobby as 

we will all enter together after this special service.  

 

ACYOA DAY  

Fellowship hosted by the ACYOA and Sports Weekend Committee 

 

TUESDAY, MARCH 31 – Vespers Service 

Remembering the Wise and Foolish Virgins - Vespers-7:30 pm   

Refreshments will be served BY THE Church School in the Main Lobby  after the service. 

 

THURSDAY, APRIL 2 - Great and Holy Thursday  

Divine Liturgy commemorating the Last Supper – Fr. Abraham Ohanesian, Celebrant 

-10:00 am 

Washing of the Feet-7:30 pm 

Betrayal and Passion of Our Lord - 8:30 pm 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 3 - Great and Holy Friday  

Order of the Crucifixion of Christ-11:30 am 

The Entombment of Our Lord Jesus Christ-7:30 pm 



 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 4 - Great and Holy Saturday  

Divine Liturgy & Family Service, Holy Communion & Easter Eve Supper 

Reading of Scriptures-4:00 pm;  Divine Liturgy-5:00 pm 

 

A complimentary Easter supper will be served to all children sponsored by the Church 

School.   

Adults - $18.00   RSVP (Tables Only) - Alberta Godoshian - 248.476.4638. 

 

SUNDAY, APRIL 5 - EASTER SUNDAY  

THE GLORIOUS RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD & SAVIOUR JESUS 

CHRIST 

Morning Service-9:00 am;   Divine Liturgy-9:45 am 

 

The Blessing of the Four Corners of the Earth – Antasdan – will take place in the 

sanctuary immediately after the Divine Liturgy.  Then all are invited to Easter Tea 

prepared by the Women’s Guild. 

 

No requiems will be offered on Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday. 

 

Flower and candle donations will be graciously received. Call the office to make 

your offering.  

 

Holy Week Private Confessions – Though General Form Confession is done each 

Sunday, if there are any parishioners seeking private confession and counsel, please 

call the pastor. During the Holy Paschal season of Easter, there are no fasting days 

or Saints Day Commemorations. 

 



 

 

 
 

MONDAY, MARCH 16, 8:00 PM—Armenian Culture Night on Detroit Public Televi-

sion will show the film ―THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE‖ 

 

 9:30 PM—WORLD PREMIERE OF 1-HOUR DOCUMENTARY ―GUARDIANS OF MU-

SIC: A HISTORY OF ARMENIAN MUSIC IN  DETROIT‖  PRODUCED BY ARA 

TOPOUZIAN  

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 21, (TIME TO BE ANNOUNCED) - ―VOICES FROM THE 

LAKE: THE SECRET GENOCIDE‖ by J. Michael Hagopian 

ARMENIAN PROGRAMMING ON DETROIT PUBLIC TELEVISION 

 GIFT TO THE CHURCH 
 

A gift from Bruce and Diane Kezlarian and family is presented to the church in honor of 
Mary Douroujalian. 

METRO DETROIT EVENTS FOR THE ARMENIAN GENOCIDE CENTENNIAL  

www.armeniangenocidecentennialmi.com  
 

  

MONDAY, APRIL 13, 10:30 AM—Wayne State University, Alumni House—academic lecture by Eric Naza-

rian. Musical performance by Nune Milikian, Siberian-born Armenian violinist, jointly sponsored by Armenian 

Genocide Centennial Committee & Cohn-Haddow Center for Judaic Studies at WSU.  
 

 

TUESDAY, APRIL 14, 7:00 PM—Holocaust Memorial Center, Farmington Hills – Lecture by Khatchig 

Mouradian (on Armenian Genocide) and a second speaker on the Holocaust (to be announced). Co-sponsored by 

University of Michigan-Dearborn, Holocaust Memorial Center. 
 

 

SATURDAY, APRIL 18, 7:00 PM—AGBU Manoogian School, 100 Years Later: The Armenian Genocide. 

Raffi Bedrosyan, writer and advisor to the Zoryan Institute, presents his findings from a 2014 trip to Armenia 

and Turkey. Presented by the 2015 Detroit United Committee.  
 

 

FRIDAY, APRIL 24, 7:00 PM— Ecumenical Service, St. Mary’s Antiochian Orthodox Basilica, 

18100 Merriman Rd., Livonia. Clergy from various faiths have been invited to take part. Choirs 

from Armenian churches will sing. Principal homilist, Abp. Allen Vigneron, Roman Catholic Arch-

bishop of Detroit. Sponsored by 4 Armenian churches of Detroit.  
 

 

FRIDAY EVENING, JUNE 19— St. John’s Komitas Choir will sponsor a concert to celebrate Armenian cul-

ture by the Armenian Community Chorale at the Max Fisher Orchestra Hall, Detroit. 
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-ÁÒÃÈ ςω- 0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙȡ (ÏÍÅÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÅÁÒÔÈ ÔÏ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ 

Zecariah 9:9-15, Philippians 4:4-7, St. Matthew 20:29-21:17 

 

Women’s Guild News 
Be ready for Easter! Pick up your favorite Armenian Baked Goods. 

The Women’s Guild will be selling delicious baked goods for you & your family to enjoy. 
Stop by the Women’s Guild table in the Cultural Hall after services today. We will have sev-
eral items for sale: large and small cheoreg, cheese beoregs, tepsee beoregs, katah, nazo-
og, simit, boorma, and sou beoreg. You can pre-order your sou beoregs. 
 
Winter Bake Days: Everyone is welcome to participate!! Please join us for our following 
bake days to learn how to make your favorite Armenian delicacies. 9 am-noon: Tuesday, 
March 17, Khata (chairmen Joy Callan & Terry Palaian), 6-8 pm: Monday, March 23, Cheo-
reg (chairman Marianne Dardarian), 9  am-noon: Tuesday, March 24, Boorma (Chairman 
Yn. Roberta Kochakian).  Please contact Dolly Matoian 248-737-9055 for more details. 
 
Womenôs Guild Best Selling Cookbook Armenian CuisineðPreserving our Heritage 
is available in our Church Bookstore. This beautifully photographed hard cover 
cookbook includes all festival recipes, as well as hundreds of kitchen tested Arme-
nian favorites. 
 

Take the opportunity to make new and lasting friendships  
while doing service for the Lord.  

The Womenõs Guild invites you to become a member. 



 

 
 

  

THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34   
 

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenayn zham                                                             

orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.  
 

Օրհնեցից ըզՏէր յամենայն ժամ, յամենայն ժամ,  

oրհնութիւն նորա ի բերան իմ:                                                                         
I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

  

T H E  G R E AT L E N T E N  S E A S O N 
 
 

$ÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÐÅÒÉÏÄ ÏÆ 'ÒÅÁÔ ,ÅÎÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ !ÒÍÅÎÉÁÎ #ÈÕÒÃÈ 
×Å ÏÂÓÅÒÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇȡ 

 
 
¶  4ÈÅ ÁÌÔÁÒ ÃÕÒÔÁÉÎ ÉÓ ÃÌÏÓÅÄȢ 
 
¶  4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÎÏ +ÉÓÓ ÏÆ 0ÅÁÃÅ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ $ÉÖÉÎÅ ,ÉÔÕÒÇÙȢ 
 
¶  (ÏÌÙ #ÏÍÍÕÎÉÏÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÏÆÆÅÒÅÄ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ $ÉÖÉÎÅ ,ÉÔÕÒÇÙȢ 
 
¶  4ÈÅ (ÏÌÙ 'ÏÓÐÅÌÓ "ÏÏË ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÖÅÎÅÒÁÔÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐȢ 
 
¶  (ÙÍÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÕÎÇ ÉÎ ÐÅÎÉÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÍÅÌÏÄÙȢ 
 
¶  .ÁÍÅÓ ÏÆ ÓÁÉÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒÅÄȢ 
 
¶  4ÈÅ ÏÒÇÁÎ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÐÌÁÙÅÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÄÅÐÁÒÔÉÎÇ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙȢ 
 
¶  !ÌÌ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÓÉÌÅÎÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÅØÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÓÁÎÃÔÕÁÒÙ ÁÆÔÅÒ  ×ÏÒÓÈÉÐ ÉÎ ÒÅÓÐÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ 
×ÈÏ ÒÅÍÁÉÎ ÆÏÒ ÄÅÖÏÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÐÒÁÙÅÒÓȢ 

 
¶  7ÅÄÄÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ "ÁÐÔÉÓÍÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÄȢ 


