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THE LORD’S DAY—SCHEDULE OF WORSHIP 

  Morning Service / Առաւօտեան Ժամերգութիւն………....9:00 am 

   Divine Liturgy/ Ս.Պատարագ ………….............…..........…...9:45 am 

Church School /Կիրակնօրեայ Վարժարան....................10:15 am 
 

       SACRED LECTIONS OF THE  LITURGY TODAY 
   THIS WEEK:   Isaiah 25:9-26:7, Philippians 1:1-11, Luke 9:44-50 

NEXT WEEK:  Isaiah 36:1-9, 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10, Luke 12:13-31 
 

Lector:  Danielle Sarafian 
 
 

St. John Armenian Church of Greater Detroit 
22001 Northwestern Highway   l Southfield, MI  48075 

248.569.3405 (phone)  l  248.569.0716 (fax)

 

The Reverend Father Garabed Kochakian – Pastor 
The Reverend Father Diran Papazian – Pastor Emeritus 

Deacon Rubik Mailian – Director of Sacred Music  
and Pastoral Assistant 

Ms. Margaret Lafian - Organist 

   Welcome!  
We welcome you to the Divine Liturgy / Soorp Badarak and invite all who are Bap-
tized and Chrismated in, or are in communion with, the Armenian Church to receive 
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. If you are new to our parish and would like 
information about our many parish groups, please ask any Parish Council member 
on duty at the lobby desk.  Make certain you sign our Guest Book before you leave 
so we can be in touch.  Enter to worship the Lord Jesus Christ who loves you and 
depart with His love to serve others. 

 

OUR CHURCH AND PARISH IS A PLACE WHERE . . . 
All people are welcome . . . Every member is a minister . . . 

The world is our collective responsibility . . . 
Disciple-making is our goal . . . And worship is our duty and delight. 

NOVEMBER 18, 2012—THE ARMENIAN YEAR 1461  
BAREKENDAN OF THE FAST OF ADVENT 
 ԲԱՐԿԵՆԴԱՆ ՅԻՍՆԱԿԻ ՊԱՀՔԻՆ 



 

 

 

 

 

TODAY’S GOSPEL: Luke 9:44-50 

"Let these words sink into your ears; for the Son of Man is to be 
delivered into the hands of men." But they did not understand this saying, 
and it was concealed from them, that they should not perceive it; and 
they were afraid to ask him about this saying. 

And an argument arose among them as to which of them was the 
greatest. But when Jesus perceived the thought of their hearts, he took a 
child and put him by his side, and said to them, "Whoever receives this 
child in my name receives me, and whoever receives me receives him 
who sent me; for he who is least among you all is the one who is great." 

John answered, "Master, we saw a man casting out demons in 
your name, and we forbade him, because he does not follow with us." But 
Jesus said to him, "Do not forbid him; for he that is not against you is for 
you."  

ALTAR FLOWERS 

The floral arrangements adorning the altar today were presented by 
Rose Samarian in memory of Haig and Varsanek Samarian,  

Sarkis Samarian and Melek Samarian. 

GIFTS TO THE CHURCH 

 

A gift was presented by Almas Derderian in appreciation for receiving 
the St. John the Forerunner Award and for all the good wishes from 

family and friends on this occasion. 
 

In honor of good friend Almas Derderian for her years of dedication to 
our beloved St. John Armenian Church, a gift is presented by  

Lillian Kojamanian. 
 

A gift is presented by Lucille Belbeisi and family in loving memory of 
son and brother Nadeem Belbeisi, who will be missed at Thanksgiving.  

PRAYERS FOR THE SICK AND HOSPITALIZED 

  Gabriel Aljalian  Madeline Casey                    
  Ara Hachigian    Dr. Haig Tashjian 



 

 

 
TODAY 

MEN’S SOCIETY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 

 

Menu includes scrambled eggs, basturma & eggs, pancakes, waf-

fles, sausage, hash browns, fresh brewed coffee, juice 

Free will offering accepted—please be generous 

 

All net proceeds will go to the American Red Cross to help East 

Coast families affected by Hurricane Sandy. 

LIVING THE DIVINE LITURGY 

 
Church School Students taking part in today’s service: 

 
Preparing the Altar and Walking in Tapor: Grades 4 and 5 

 
Giving the Kiss of Peace: Grades 7 and 8 

 
Reading the Lections: Danielle Sarafian 

 

THANKSGIVING EVE INTERFAITH WORSHIP 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21ST AT 7:00 PM 

We invite our parishioners to attend an Interfaith Thanksgiving Eve  
Service at Saint David Episcopal Church. 

 

The service is under the auspices of “ Lift up Southfield” clergy association 
of which St. John Armenian Church is a part. The service will begin at 7:00 
pm at St. David’s with the participation of eight Roman Catholic, Orthodox, 
Protestant and Muslim faith communities. Our Komitas Choir will join the 
composite choir from all the participating congregations to lead the singing 
of hymns. It is an opportunity to come together as people of faith to thank 
one God for all our blessings on our national holiday of Thanksgiving. Fol-
lowing worship there will be a coffee fellowship hour. Please join us. 

Saint David Episcopal Church, 16200 West Twelve Mile Road, Southfield 



 

 

  
PARSEGH TASHDJIAN, Loving Brother 
 Requested by Toros, Knarig & Taline Topakbashian 
 Houry & Vartan Ashekian & Family 
 

MADELINE MERDINIAN, 6th Year, Loving Sister, Aunt 
ANGEL MERDINIAN, 2nd Year, Loving Mother, Grandmother,  
  Great Grandmother 
 Requested by Joan & Ron Beck, Ryan & Stacey 
 Sharon Merdinian 
 

SUKI KURJIAN (New York), 8th Year, Sister, Aunt 
 Requested by Richard & Mona Kurjian 
 Vartan & Natasha Kurjian 
 Gary Johns 
 Alec & Vartan Kurjian 
 Penn & Dominic Johns 
 

HAIG SAMARIAN 
VARSANEK SAMARIAN 
SARKIS SAMARIAN 
MELEK SAMARIAN 
 Requested by Rose Samarian 
 

MARY KEZELIAN, Mother, Grandmother, Aunt, Great Aunt, Friend 
 Requested by Rosemary & Dyana Kezelian 
 Dr. Harry, Patty, Harry III, Michael & Katie Kezelian 
 Randy, Laurie Jayne & Meredith Pepper 
 Ann Manoogian 
 Bobby & Roseann Attar 
 

ELIZABETH SHISHMIAN, Aunt, Great Aunt 
 Requested by Rosemary & Dyana Kezelian 
 Dr. Harry, Patty, Harry III, Michael & Katie Kezelian 
 Randy, Laurie Jayne & Meredith Pepper 
 

DR. SIMON JOHN TOOMAJANIAN, Father, Grandfather, Uncle, Great Uncle 
 Requested by Randy, Laurie Jayne & Meredith Pepper 
 Rosemary & Dyana Kezelian 
 Dr. Harry, Patty, Harry III, Michael & Katie Kezelian 

BASHDON  HOKEHANKSDYAN—REQUIEM SERVICE 

FOR THOSE WHO SLEEP IN CHRIST 



 

 

WHAT IS ADVENT? 

Advent means “coming.”  It is the season of the church year 
where we prepare ourselves for the coming of the Messiah.  Advent 
means “coming” in three different senses: 

HISTORY – The coming of the Messiah in the flesh, to be cele-
brated at Christmas.  Christ came in history so we might have a new life 
in him and be heirs to his Father’s kingdom. 

MYSTERY – The coming of Christ in Word and Spirit is part of the 
mystery of our faith and is to be pondered throughout the church year. 
We believe that Jesus comes to each of us personally.  He does this in the 
sacrament of Holy Eucharist.  He calls us to respond and to help Him in 
his work.  It is up to us to listen to His call and go preach the good News.  
Just as the star of Bethlehem called the shepherds in the fields to lead 
them to Jesus, we too are called through the church to follow Him. 

MAJESTY – The coming of Christ in glory at the end of time.  How 
we respond to Jesus now in our everyday lives is part of our preparation 
for the final coming at the end of the world.   

During the Advent season, we take time to think about the many 
ways Jesus comes to us in our lives today.  He comes to us in the sacra-
ments, reading of Holy Scripture, prayer, the Church, in those who guide 
us in His name and in our conscience.  Let us open ourselves to His call 
and invite Jesus to dwell within our hearts and souls. 

 
WHEN DOES ADVENT BEGIN? 

The Armenian Church, along with other Eastern Churches, observes 
Advent for a period of 50 days; in Armenian, this period is called 
HEESNAG.  Advent always has six Sundays.  This year Advent begins on 
November 25, which is the sixth Sunday preceding January 6, the Feast of 
the Nativity. 

The season of Advent dates back to the 4th century.  At the beginning 
of the 7th century the Western Churches limited the Advent season to 
four weeks, celebrating the Nativity on December 25.  That is why we will 
see some Advent wreaths with four candles rather than the traditional six
-candle wreath.  The Armenian Church and some other Eastern Churches 
are faithful to the old tradition of Christianity.  We continue to celebrate 
Christmas (the Birth of Christ) and the Baptism of Jesus on the same 
day—January 6. 

 



 

 
St. John Armenian Church Parish Christmas Card  

 

 
A Holiday Tradition to Support Our Church 

 
Once again, parishioners may share their Christmas and New Year greet-

ings with their fellow St. John’s members in our Parish Christmas Card, and 
in so doing support the Social Concerns Fund of our church. Your gift is a 

testimony of your love and support in Christian stewardship for the works of 
Christ in our spiritual home.. 

Please complete the form below and forward to the church office by De-
cember 10th with a minimum donation of $50.00, check payable to:  

St. John Armenian Church, 22001 Northwestern Highway,  
Southfield, MI 48075 

If you wish to charge your gift, please phone the Church Office. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - -Detach here.- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

Enclosed is my gift for: (please circle your choice) 
 

Please include the following name(s) in the 2012 Parish Christmas Card  
as written below. 

_____________________________________________ 
 

If you would like a confirmation that we received your gift, please provide us 
with an email address or daytime phone number.   
 
____________________________________________________________ 

 

Christmas Poinsettias 
Paschal Candles 

If you wish to donate towards flowers or 
candles this Christmas Season, please 

contact the church office. 



 

 

The Parish Council and Apostolic Society  

of St. John Armenian Church 

invite you to 

 

Celebrate the Season 

 

featuring  

Onnik Dinkjian  

with 

 Gregory Vosbikian—oud Leon Janikian—clarinet 

 David Hoplamazian—violin Ara Dinkjian—keyboard 

                   Christopher Vosbikian—dumbeg 

 

Saturday, December 8, 2012 

Strolling Dinner at 7:00 pm 

 

St. John Armenian Church Cultural Hall 

Donation                 $65 Open Bar $30 after 10:00 pm 

 

————————————————————————————- 

Please list guests at your table and return this reservation  form with your 

check payable to: St. John Armenian Church 

Mail to: Mrs. Marilyn Sarkesian, 2338 Heronwood Dr,  

Bloomfield Hills MI 48302 

 

______________________                         ______________________ 

______________________                         ______________________ 

______________________                         ______________________ 

______________________                         ______________________ 

______________________                         ______________________ 

 

 

Reservation for ____ @ $65.00 each —Total enclosed $______ 

 

Limited seating available—Reservation by check only 

For additional information, please call Marilyn Sarkesian 

248.332.6570 



 

 

DONATION FOR CHANCEL BOOKCASE 

Storage bookcase for liturgical books used for the Divine Liturgy 
and morning prayers. This item will be custom fabricated and 
placed in the chancel.  Price- $1500.00.  Any parishioner wishing 
to donate this item, please contact Father Garabed. 

Come KEF IT UP at the  
ANNUAL ACYOA NOVEMBER DANCE 

 

Saturday, November 24th 
Doors open at 9pm 

Featuring: The Nigosian Band & DJ M-Kay  
                                                                                          

For more information or if you would like to volunteer at 
the dance please email: DetroitACYOA@gmail.com  

 
*Minimum age 18; Ages 16 & 17 may attend  

ONLY if accompanied by an adult 

 

DAY BY DAY AFTERNOON BIBLE STUDY 

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH, NOON-2:00 PM 

IN THE NURSERY ROOM 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 

 

OAKLAND CHORAL SOCIETY AT ST. JOHN’S 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 16, 2012, 4:30 PM 

Frederic DeHaven, Director 
Orchestra & Soloists 

HANDEL’S Messiah-Parts I, II, III 
Tickets: $20 

Tickets may be purchased at St. John 
through Dn. Rubik Mailian 

mailto:DetroitACYOA@gmail.com


 

 

The Nominating Committee is… 

 

Looking for Church members that are interested in running for any of the 
positions below at the upcoming Annual Parish Assembly to be held on 
Sunday, February 24, 2013:  
 

Chairman of the Day 
Secretary of the Day 

Parish Council 
Auditor 

Nominating Committee  
 

THE SJAC NOMINATING COMMITTEE WEBPAGE 
http://stjohnsarmenianchurch.com/parishcommittees/

nominatingcommittee.html 
  
 

Contact David Dardarian: 2013 Nominating Committee Chairman (248) 661-
0617 if you have questions or need further details. 

 
 

Congratulations! Women's Guild 2012 Elections 

 

Executive Committee 
Current - Dawn Karagosian, Pam Dayinian, Karmen Santourian 

 

Newly Elected 
Dawn Aginian, Louise Broucher, Virginia Mekjian, and Linda Stamboulian 

 

Incumbent/Re-elected 
Joyce Obenhoff and Nora Noraian 

 

2013 Nominating Committee   
Dolly Matoian - Chair, Correne Akarakcian, Virginia Mekjian,  

Rose Najarian, Judy Parks 
 

New elected convention delegates   
Marianne Dardarian, Kathy Mekjian, Cathy Zwinck 

 

http://stjohnsarmenianchurch.com/parishcommittees/nominatingcommittee.html
http://stjohnsarmenianchurch.com/parishcommittees/nominatingcommittee.html


 

 

 
 
 

 
Young Professionals Events in Chicago: February 8 - 9, 2013 

Young professionals -- please save the date for Poon Paregentan 
weekend in Chicago!  

Friday night: Social event downtown, hosted by the AGBU Young Pro-
fessionals of Chicago. We have a new venue this year! Ages 21+ 
Saturday night: Dinner/dance hosted by Chicago area churches.  

SATURDAY NIGHT: HYE CAMP ALUMNI REUNION 
Calling all Campers, Staff & Board Members of Hye Camp from the 

1960s to the present 
 

For more information, please email ypchicago@agbuyp.org. Hope to 
see you February 8 - 9 in Chicago 

 
 

 

 

COMING EVENTS IN THE COMMUNITY 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMING EVENTS FOR MIDWEST ARMENIANS 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 2, 2013 —KEF TIME KEGHI! 6:30 PM 
ST. JOHN ARMENIAN CHURCH CULTURAL HALL 

FEATURING THE KEGHETZI ALL-STAR ARMENIAN BAND 
FOR RESERVATIONS CONTACT BARBARA NORSIGIAN 248-661-2342 

 

AT THE PARISH BOOKSTORE 

NEW:  Tablecloths from Armenia, various sizes: $50.00—$150.00 
NEW: Aprons from Armenia—$20.00 
Variety of collectibles from Armenia 

Your Journey Into Armenia by George Mouradian-SC—$15.00 
Written for 6th—12th grade students, however, everyone can learn 

from this book. 
 

The Sandcastle Girls by Chris Bohjalian—HC—$23.00 

Lapis Armenus/Armenian Stone, Gregory Vosbikian on Oud —CD—

$15.00   

Giants of the Earth by Mitch Kehetian—SC—$20.00 

mailto:ypchicago@agbuyp.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WOMEN’S GUILD NEWS 

 Armenian Food For Sale Today - Stop by the Guild table in the cultural 
hall after Badarak and consider enhancing your holiday menus. We are sell-
ing some of those wonderful baked goods and food items that were fea-
tured at the Festival. 
 

 Knitting Club—The Knitting Club will meet on Thursday, December 13, 
10am-Noon. Please contact Linda Assarian, 248-332-0816, if you are inter-
ested in joining us. 
 

Members Christmas Dinner— The Annual Members’ Christmas Dinner 
and  Installation of Officers will take place on Wednesday, December 5th at 
6pm. For reservation please contact Joyce Obenhoff at 586-754-3984. 
 

Moms and Manoogs meet for social interaction and fun activities. Our 
meeting days are flexible and we’d love to have you and your Manoogs join 
our group. For more information contact Kristen Gustafson at kris-
teng@outlook.com or 248-765-0471. 
 

              The Women's Guild invites you to become a member. 

               For information please call Terry Palaian, 313-929-0926.  

 

CELEBRATING THE LEGACY OF FIVE CENTURIES OF ARMENIAN  

LANGUAGE BOOK PRINTING: 1512-2012 

 A JOINT EXHIBIT BEING PRESENTED BY 

THE ARMENIAN RESEARCH CENTER,  

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN-DEARBORN, AND 

THE ALEX AND MARIE MANOOGIAN MUSEUM, SOUTHFIELD 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 11, 2012 

5:30 PM—RECEPTION / EXHIBIT;   

6:30 PM—LECTURE “ARMENIAN ARTS AND LETTERS: WHAT ARE  

WE REALLY CELEBRATING IN 2012?” 

 

GUEST SPEAKER: LEVON AVDOYAN, ARMENIAN AND GEORGIAN  

AREA SPECIALIST, LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 

 

THE ALEX AND MARIE MANOOGIAN MUSEUM 

 

EXHIBIT WILL CONTINUE UNTIL JANUARY 31, 2013 

 

mailto:kristeng@outlook.com
mailto:kristeng@outlook.com


 

 

                 
THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL - PSALM 34   

Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenyn zham                                                             
orhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.  

 

ʱ˚ˊːʿ˛˅˛ ˂ˀʫˁ˚ ˏʻˎʿːʻˏː ˄ʻˎ. ˏʻˎʿːʻˏː ˄ʻˎ. 

o˚ˊː˒˜˃˅˜ː ː˒˚ʻ ˅ ʼʿ˚ʻː ˅ˎ<                                                                                   

I will bless the Lord at all times. His praise shall be at all times in my mouth. 

ON LEAVING THE SANCTUARY AFTER BADARAK 

Office Hours: Monday - Friday,  9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 

After  hour s  in  an emer gency,  p lease contact :  
Pastor ’ s  Cel l :   248.225.9888  

Par ish  Counc i l  Chair man’s  Cel l :   248.688.1214  
Administr ator ’s  Ce l l :   248 .880.8391   

When approaching the Holy Gospel at the 
end of the Divine Liturgy, you say:   
 

Heeshestzeh Der zamenaym Badarakus koh. 
 

ʡ˅ˑʿ˗˛ˁ ʫˁ˚ ˀʻˎʿːʻˏː ʦʻ˙ʻ˚ʻʽ˗ ˞˒: 
 

May the Lord remember all your offerings. 
 

The Priest answers:   
Datseh kez Der usd srdee koom yev zamenayn kho-

rhoortus koh ee parees na gadarsestseh. 
 

ʫʻ˛ˁ ˞ʿˀ ʫˁ˚ ˂˗˙ ˗˚˙˅ ˞˒˜ˎ ʿ˜ ˀʻˎʿːʻˏː 
ˇ˒˚ˊ˒˜˚ʾ˗ ˞˒ ˅ ʼʻ˚˅˗ ːʻ ˉʻ˙ʻ˚ʿ˗˛ˁ< 

 

May the Lord grant you according to your own 

heart, and fulfill all your  

counsel in goodness. (Psalm 20:4) 

When  taking  Mahs, the GIV-
ER says: 
 

Mahs yev pazheen yegheet-
see kez ee Soorp Badarakes. 

 

ʠʻ˗ ʿ˜ ʼʻ˄˅ː ʿˌ˅˛˅ ˞ʿˀ 

˅ ʩ˒˜˚ʼ ʦʻ˙ʻ˚ʻʽˁ˗< 
 

May this be to you a share and 
portion of the Holy Sacrifice. 

 

The RECEIVER says 
 Pahjeen eem Asdvadz 

haveedyan. 
 

ʎʻ˄˅ː ˅ˎ ʍ˗˙˒˜ʻˈ 

ˏʻ˜˅˙ʿʻː< 
 

THE KISS OF PEACE 

The GIVER says: Christ is revealed amongst us.  
Kreesdos ee mech mer haydnetsav. 

 

The RECEIVER says:  Blessed is the revelation of Christ.    
 

Orhnyal eh haydootyoonun Kreesdosee.          


