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The mission of Torchbearer is to inform every Armenian about the Armenian Church and her spiritual mission.
The Torchbearer is an extension of the
mission of St. John Armenian Church.
The Torchbearer will provide knowledge and information about the Armenian Apostolic and Orthodox Church,
her history, theology, sacraments, services, hymns, mission, the understanding of the Bible and Holy Tradition.

MESSAGE

Pastor’s Message

The Source
of our Knowledge
is God

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and do not rely on your own insight.
In all your ways acknowledge him,
and he will make straight your paths”
– Proverb 3:5-6

Fr. Armash Bagdasarian
Assistant Pastor

A new educational year has started and now that summer is over, we are hopeful to go back to our normal schedules. We all had a busy year and a summer season with the restrictions of the CDC guidelines
and COVID precautions. Our minds were preoccupied even while we were on vacation or enjoying the hot
summer days with our loved ones. We were overwhelmed with how to go about our normal schedules at
school, in business, at worship, or family gatherings, and our own lives, wondering what the future will look
like. Surely, we all discussed this matter in various settings this summer. However, we see and realize that
all of our knowledge about everything in this life and the system in this world is limited. We realize that
we do not know much about pandemics, medicines, wars, climate changes, future of countries, or even our
relationship with each other. What more do we know about tomorrow than from today? How much do we
know about the future of the world? With all our intellectual and modern capacity, what do we know about
anything?
Many of us have spent almost twelve years educating ourselves - through elementary, middle, and high
schools, - and in college. Others can add several more years in their masters or doctoral programs. We are
almost studying for twenty years! Interestingly, most of us have forgotten what we have learned. As we grow
in age, we forget even more.
King Solomon, the author of the Proverb, tells the readers to do exactly that, “Trust in the Lord with your
heart, and do not rely on your own insight.” As Christians, we should outgrow our elementary education and
have a more mature understanding of God.
One major difference between elementary and higher education is the ability to do one`s own thinking.
During the elementary education years, students do not ask many questions; the answers are given by the
teachers. As the students grow older, the students are encouraged to think, to ask questions, even have discussions and to experiment. The same is true in our spiritual life. Our elementary education about God and
spiritual life is no longer the same. We must contemplate for ourselves, explore, ask questions, and do our
own studying about our body, mind, and spirit.
Let us learn from God, not from our own knowledge.
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MESSAGE

Parish Council Message
Building Our Future While Honoring Our Past
Our thanks to all those who attended the August 22nd Town Hall meeting. We are pleased with the warm
reception received from our parishioners regarding the Renovation plan. The frequent applause and comments of support were very heartening. A video of the Renovation Town Hall can be found in the link within
our weekly Church bulletin for those who couldn’t make the meeting. Additional printed details were also
made available to facilitate further study.
The renovation information has been extensively made available to ensure full transparency and clear communication regarding the program. The following modes of communication were used; renovation details
were uploaded to the Church website (with opportunities for online Q&A), an electronic version of the plan
(with financials) was sent to our Church Stewards, a printed booklet was made available in the Church Office
(and at the Bazaar) and a “Renovation Information Table” was manned at the Bazaar for in-person questions
and answers.
By the time this Torchbearer article goes to press, we will already have had a Special Parish Assembly vote
to approve the renovation and, at the time of this writing, only God knows which way the vote will go. We are
hopeful that we will receive a “Yes” vote from the congregation, but regardless of the vote direction we will be
happy to accept God’s Will.
The Renovation Plan is aligned with the Parish Council’s Visioning Strategy to serve all of you, in the best
way possible, and to enable all of us to better serve God. First and foremost, we are a church. It is our duty to
serve God by delivering sacraments and improving the ability of our parishioners to serve Him through; worship, good works and by sustaining the church for future generations to do the same. The Renovation plan was
developed based on these objectives and by soliciting input from all of our Auxiliary Organizations and other
frequent users of the church facility. The following bullet points highlight some of the key priorities from our
strategy:

Parishioners
We want to create a warm, welcoming environment
that inspires everyone to gather for worship, fellowship, Christian education, and ministries.
Volunteers/Stakeholders
We want to improve conditions for all our volunteers
who do such an amazing job donating their precious
time and energy working to support the church – and
hopefully, attract more volunteers to do the same.
We also want an inviting space where our youth can
spend time together for youth ministries and education (including updated classroom appearances, better technology in classrooms and meeting spaces and,
per Town Hall feedback, a nursery).

Legacy
We want to honor the legacy of those who came before us and built the Sanctuary and facility for our use
all these past years. For all of us who have enjoyed
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using our church complex, it is time for us to “pay it
forward” so our children and grandchildren can enjoy
St. John Armenian Church for years to come. There
is an old proverb that says, “the first generation builds
it, the second generation maintains it and the third
generation loses it” – we don’t want to be the generation that loses it.

Maintenance

Our facility is 60 years old, and its renovation is long
overdue. We wouldn’t let our own homes go that long
without an update. I think we can all agree that it’s
even more important to care for God’s house. Even
if we don’t renovate, we will still need to spend money to repair, update and refurbish our aging facility.
We believe it’s best to roll those expenses into a renovation, in order to have a much better facility. Also,
if we don’t renovate now, we will eventually need to
renovate at some point in the future – it will just cost
the parish more money to do it later.

4

MESSAGE
Speaking of cost, there was a good question in the Town Hall regarding the amount of money we were investing in the
renovation. The Parish Council has given very careful consideration to church finances, in all circumstances, but particularly in the case of this renovation. We consider this renovation to be an investment, not just a cost, because it is an investment
in our future. We also realize the need to be cognizant of our mission as a church – as opposed to accumulating money like
an investment bank. We need to be good stewards of the funds our parishioners have provided, and the blessings God has
given us from our investment gains, to better serve Him. Jesus said, “Sell your possessions, give to the poor and you will
have treasure in heaven, and follow me” Matthew 19:21. Although it would be exciting to watch our church bank account
grow even further, wouldn’t God’s instruction to individuals also apply to His Church?
We need to be certain that we have adequate reserves to ensure the church survives (and thrives) to continue serving
God and His ministries – while also remembering that we are not an investment bank whose success is measured by wealth
accumulation. The following reasons explain the Parish Council’s rationale, regarding our ability to invest the proposed
funds in this Renovation:
The goal of the renovation is to help us better serve God, by improving our Church (His House) and enabling our parishioners, volunteers and youth to better serve Him.
The expenditures are prudent given our present level of available funds. Even in a disaster scenario, where we have a severe recession, and zero revenues, we would still have enough reserves to continue operations for over 2.5 years (The worst
recession, in the past 50 years, was 2.5 years long – the other 8 were less than 1.5 years long). Also, as we have witnessed,
our parishioners have been generous, even in the face of a global pandemic – the likes of which hasn’t been seen in 100
years. We believe that even in the worst of times, some of our parishioners would still be willing to support the church (even
in the Great Depression, 75% of people were employed). Therefore, the zero-revenue assumption is extreme. Under a more
realistic assumption, with only 50% of our normal income, we could operate for 4-5 years.
We were conservative in our estimate of parishioner contributions toward renovation costs (at $400K). We benchmarked another parish’s renovation who, with half as many parishioners, received three times as much. We believe that
many of us, who have been grateful for having used the facility for so many years, will want to help “pay it forward” for future
generations. Remember that the annual Dues/Stewardship contributions only cover about 25% of the annual cost to run
our church – the renovation costs were not part of the annual budget (something to consider for future budgets!).
In the time that we first began evaluating our renovation needs, God has blessed us with gains in our investment account
that cover most of the renovation expenses.
We have not assumed any increased revenues from improving the appearance of our banquet hall and facility. (Likewise,
we haven’t assumed a decrease in revenues due to our facility continuing to age and becoming less desirable). Note: the
church we benchmarked doubled their rental income after their renovation.
If we don’t renovate now, we will still need to renovate the building at some point in the future. The longer we wait to do
it, the more it will cost our parishioners. Also, the longer we wait, the more money we will need to spend updating, repairing
and refurbishing the existing structure, just to keep it looking presentable.
We can’t guarantee that the proposed renovation will result in more people returning to Church. However, we can be
fairly certain that not renovating won’t do anything to help that cause.
The Renovation is an investment (a long-term investment in our future!) not just a “cost” (If you divide our renovation
cost by 30 years – or the 60 years it has taken to start this renovation – it is a very reasonable expenditure). The Renovation will make the church a better place for Worshipers, Sunday School Students, the Choir, Volunteers, Weddings, Church
Meetings, Security and all the other things we value in serving God.
As noted in our Town Hall, none of this renovation plan is about any one individual. It’s about what we are all doing,
collectively, to help “Build Up the Body of Christ”. Many of us, including myself, have accepted trade-offs to ensure that the
Renovation will be the best overall plan for our community as a whole – and for our ability to better serve God. Having the
best overall plan for our parish is more important than any of our individual wants.
We have had many highly qualified people and professionals studying the best way to incorporate the wants and needs
received from our church Stakeholders/Frequent Users of the facility. The Renovation process has taken nearly three years
of intense study and debate and has culminated in the plan that went to a vote at the October 17th Special Parish Assembly.
By the time this article is published, we will all know the outcome. We hope you were able to study all of the available information and agreed that the plan was worthy of your “Yes” vote.
Michael Toomajian
Parish Council Chairman
BACK TO TOP ▲
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Bazaar Marketplace 2021
By Lisa Mardigian
Contributor
St. John’s annual Bazaar took
place on the weekend of October 1st
& 2nd. This year’s Bazaar Marketplace included carryout dinners, hot
foods, baked goods, Country Store,
bookstore, $100-Raffle, Fine Arts,
Grandma’s Attic and several vendors.
The Woman’s Guild and church vol-
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unteers, under the direction of Joy
Callan provided baked large and
small cheoreg, large and small khata,
khalka and sou beoreg along with donations of simit, khorabia, nazoog,
khadayif, bourma and miscellaneous
desserts. Other menu items prepared
for sale were spinach and cheese tepsee beoregs coordinated by Sara Andonian, yalanchie chaired by Dawn
Aginian, and manti chaired by Anahit

Dilakian. Ara Hachigian and family
organized and operated the Country
Store for their 20th year with all their
specialty products including tourshi,
jellys, basterma sandwiches, mezza
platters, rice pudding, piaz, cheeses
and more! The bookstore was set up
and organized by Lucy Ardash and
Anahit Dilakian. This year’s raffle
was, once again, co-chaired by Greg
Mamassian and Jimmy Stamboulian.
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Welcoming the
children back to
the House of God
By Lisa Mardigian
Contributor
Sunday, September 19th was the opening day for church
school. Over 100 students are registered for the 2021-22
school year. Students, teachers, and their parents enjoyed
a donut and pizza open house gathering one the church
grounds. Thank you to all those who helped make this event
possible!! Everyone enjoyed!

BACK TO TOP ▲
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Music Guild to Present
November Concert
By Linda Jevahirian, Dn. Rubik Mailian
Contributors
The Music Guild will present a concert at St. John Armenian Church on Sunday, November
14, 2021. Samvel Arakelyan, a native of Armenia and a recent doctoral graduate of Michigan
State University, will play violin accompanied on piano by Natalia Bezuglova, a native of Russia, and a graduate of Michigan State University.
Please contact the Music Guild for tickets at (248) 702-4892 or email music@sjachurch.org.

St. John Armenian Church Music Guild
proudly presents

“Meet the Great Aram Khachaturian and More”
Sunday, November 14, 2021
S A M V E L A R A K E LYA N , V I O L I N

N AT A L I A B E Z U G L O VA , P I A N O

Dr. Samvel Arakelyan, born in 1986 in
Yerevan, Armenia, began playing violin and
piano at the age of six. After graduating
with honors from the Lazar Saryan Music
School in 2000, he continued his studies for
two years at the Tchaikovsky Special Music
School Yerevan.

Russian-born pianist Dr. Natalia Bezuglova
is an active solo performer, member of
chamber music groups, accompanist, organist
and a piano instructor.

In 2003 he attended Yerevan State
Conservatory with full scholarship. During
his studies he appeared in numerous recitals
throughout Europe, the United States, and
Russia. In 2011, Samvel was accepted
to Michigan State University, where he
completed his Artistic Diploma with Dmitri
4:00pm Concert • Afterglow Immediately Following the Concert
Berlinsky. Samvel completed his Doctor
Adults $20.00 and $10.00 for Students and Children Under 18
of Musical Arts degree at Michigan State
University on a full scholarship.
Samvel is the concertmaster of the
International Chamber Soloists led by
Dmitri Berlinsky.
Samvel currently holds a position at Flint
Institute of Music teaching violin and viola.
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St. John Armenian Church Cultural Hall

22001 Northwestern Highway, Southfield, Michigan

Her professional education includes
DMA in Piano Performance under the
mentorship of Professor Deborah Moriarty
at Michigan State University College of
Music (USA); DMA in Chamber music; M.M.
in Collaborative Piano and Piano Teaching
from Rostov State Conservatory (Russia). In
addition to her formal studies, she has
taken part in master classes with Yo-Yo Ma
(USA), Mikhail Bezverkhny (Belgium),
Gunta Sproge (Latvia), Alexander
Bonduriansky (Russia), Dmitri Berlinsky (
USA), Anna Rabinova (USA).

All tickets are General Admission
Contact St. John Music Guild (248) 702-4892 or email music@sjachurch.org
Make checks payable to: St. John Music Guild
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2021
Church
Picnic
By Lisa Mardigian
Contributor
St. John’s annual church picnic took place on Sunday,
August 15th immediately following Divine Liturgy and the
Blessing of the Grapes on the church grounds. This year’s
picnic was organized by the ACYOA Seniors under the chairmanship of member, Zaven Dadian.
The new layout included a food tent with a choice of pork,
lamb lulu, chicken and vegan dinners that included a salad, beverage, and a delicious piece of tepsee beoreg! The
ACYOA served over 350 dinners!! The Picnic also featured
Armenian beers and wines, Woman’s Guild Bake Sale, Parish bookstore, children’s activities, and a Classic Car Show!!
Special “thank you” to all the volunteers who gave their
time and talents to make the picnic a smashing success!! We
appreciate St. John’s Day campers for packaging the grapes
each year! Thank you Westborn Market for donating all the
produce for the picnic!
BACK TO TOP ▲
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Thank You Bishop’s 5k
Participants & Donors!
By Lisa Mardigian
Contributor
The 3rd Annual ACYOA Bishop’s 5K Walk/Run was a
great success with more than 100 participants! The ACYOA
thanks all participants who joined us for a day of physical
and spiritual wellness in New Jersey, Michigan, and virtually across the country! A special thank you to those who
supported the ACYOA in this ministry through donations.
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Donations of any kind to the ACYOA Bishop’s 5K will
help fund future ACYOA programs & ministries.
Bishop Daniel Findikyan chose to walk and talk with his
flock at this year’s 5K in the surrounding neighborhood of
the church. The bishop completed the 5K in 47 minutes and
11 seconds, while Fr. Armash Bagdasarian crossed the finish line just two seconds later. Thank you to all those who
contributed and walked with Bishop Daniel! Shout out to the
Manoogian School Cross Country team for their participation!
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Summer 2021 Daycamp

By Lisa Mardigian
Contributor
St. John’s hosted a 6-week Day Camp program
this summer. Over 40 campers enjoyed the 3 day
per week program. Each Day started with the Hayr
Mer and Mer Hyeranik led by our wonderful staff,
Lerna Lacinian, Ani Lucassian, Kevork Mardoyan,
Taleen Snitgen, Reagan Apkarian, Sevag Ghazaryan and other volunteers.
The campers enjoyed walking to church each
day at 3pm for an interactive prayer and lesson
with Fr. Armash. Our campers and staff packed
over 300 bags of grapes for the church picnic and
had a special “blessing of the grape” service with
Hayr Aren & Der Armash. The children came away
with a tye dye t-shirt, arts and crafts projects, Armenian Dance moves, picture frames, baked goods,
and many fun memories!!
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By Denise Karakashin,
Dn. Rubik Mailian
Contributors
The Choir sponsored its Arts of
Armenia program again this summer with a few modifications due to
Covid. The Arts camp, which usually
is a weeklong, was held for 3 days on
July 12, 14, and 15 and registration was
limited to 20 students. Classes were
held at St. John and utilized just about
every part of the facility including the
Sanctuary and Recreation Center.
Though all participants and teachers
were masked, the enthusiasm was not
a bit lessened, and feedback was very
positive. Dn. Rubik Mailian, Denise
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Arts of Armenia
Program 2021
Karakashian and Lisa Mardigian organized the program while 12 talented teachers planned classes that tied
into the theme of Royalty and Saints.
Throughout the three days, class sessions consisted of cooking, dancing,
painting, crafts, storytelling, and music. All in all, it was a very successful

Arts of Armenia, and we were happy to
be able to offer the program in-person
this year. Many thanks to Fathers Aren
and Armash, Paul Andonian, the maintenance staff and, of course, the all the
teachers who helped make this year’s
program a success.
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Men’s Society Happenings
Steve Hagopian
Contributor
The Men’s Society has continued their
hard work over the past several months
to serve the church and feed/assist those
in need. With COVID restrictions gradually being lifted, we have been able to
hold and participate in several in-person
activities.
On Sunday, July 18th, we held a
Home Coming lunch consisting of Loulou kabob, Luleh Kabob or Falafel Sandwiches, Armenian potato salad, Strawberry shortcake, and hotdogs and chips
for the kids. 120 of our parishioners were
served as part of this event. Proceeds and
donations from the event totaled close to
$2,300 and will be used to sponsor an orphan in Armenia until they are 18 years
old. Volunteers Edith and Greg Baise,
Harry Dulger, Pat and Gary Hachigian,
Alice Argnian, and George Saboonjian
worked hard to make this event a success.
Additional thanks go out to our sponsors,
George Saboonjian, Jahn Yavruian, Paul
Andonian, Greg Mamassian, and Father
Armash
The MS SJAC conducted a canned
food drive from May 15th through June
19th in conjunction with the Transfiguration Church of Southfield Michigan.
As part of this activity, the Men’s Society
delivered 28 lunches to the Transfiguration Church on August 4th in recognition of their continued efforts and work
to support those in need. Canned goods
collected go to the food pantry operated
by the Franciscan Outreach Program and
assists Forgotten Harvest. We greatly appreciate your ongoing support. Our plan
is to continue collecting throughout the
year, so please be generous in your donations to help feed those who are in need.
On August 7th, special box lunches
for World Medical Relief Volunteers were
prepared by George Saboonjian and Paul
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Yousofian. The 30 meals that were prepared consisted of Armenian potato salad, cucumbers and tomatoes, rice pilaf,
grilled chicken shish kabob, kadaif and
soda pop.
On Sunday, August 15th, the Men’s Society ran the first ever cash beer and wine
bar as part of the annual Church Summer Picnic. Our team of Robert Magee,
Mark Mamassian, Dan Cristiano, George
Saboonjian, and Steve Hagopian worked
the bar with a selection of Armenian beer
and wine that were well received by the
attendees of the picnic. All profits from
the bar were donated directly to the
church. Additionally, members Patrick
Wright and Gary Hachigian helped set
up the picnic. Member Harry Dulger also
promoted the Motor City Mitten Mission
Project with a dedicated display table. It
was a beautiful day for the picnic and we
look forward to supporting this event in
the future.
On Saturday, August 21st, the Men’s
Society teamed up with Manoogian Manor to prepare 100 meals for the residents
of Manoogian Manor and St. Johns Parishioners. Our thanks to George Saboonjian, Harry Dulger and Greg and
Edith Baise for their help to make this
happen.
Motor City Mitten Mission (MCMM)
meal preparation with two events in August that served 210 people. Beef Goulash was prepared on August 23rd and
meat loaf with mash potatoes and vegetables was served on August 26th. Continued thanks to our members George
Saboonjian, Greg and Edith Baise, Danny Cristiano, Greg Mamassian, Gary
Hachigian, and Glen Ararakcian. These
events would not be possible without the
support and dedicated work of Paul Yousoufian who coordinates the volunteers
to produce outstanding meals for the
Mission!

Men's Society

CONTINUES ON PAGE 14

$1.5 Million worth
of Supplies Sent to
Armenia
Steve Hagopian
Contributor
Global medical goods supplier and
non-profit organization World Medical
Relief (WMR) has served the sick and
poor locally, nationally, and internationally since 1953. Since summer last
year, three shipments totaling approximately 1.5 million dollars have been
sent by our community to Armenia.
Located in Southfield, less than
three miles from our Church, WMR
has a worldwide outreach in its distribution of medical supplies and equipment -- from bandages and medication
to wheelchairs and ambulances, and
now including lifesaving harvested
and refurbished heart pacemakers.
Boxes of medical goods arrive weekly.
An important function at WMR that
invites community participation is
the sorting of medical goods. This is
what we do when we volunteer there.
This non-technical function is critical to their operation and indeed the
rate-limiting step in getting medical
goods organized so that they are ready
to be sent to the people and countries
that need them. The skills needed are
simple as there is no previous experience necessary.
Since 2017, beginning with the St.
John Armenian Church Men’s Society
but now including the entire parish, we
come together to volunteer at WMR
to help with their sorting quarterly. In
fact, the church was honored in 2019
with an award for community service.
Father Aren accepted the award at the
WMR annual gala last November. You
can see the plaque in the church lobby.

WMR Day

CONTINUES ON PAGE 14
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WMR Day

Continued from pg. 13
The volunteer day at World Medical Relief, Saturday August 17th from
9-11:30 am went ahead as planned,
with volunteers representing the Saint
John Armenian Church Men’s Society,
our church community, and our community at large, as well. Volunteers this
time included Fr Armash Bagdasarian,
Alice Argnian, Peter Argnian, Richard
Benian, Diane Garbooshian , Dr Joyce
Yeghissian and her daughter Sevana
Malian, Gloria Kokorian and Greg and
Edith Baise ,
If you have not participated, we invite you to join us at our next sorting
event on October 9th from 1-3:30pm
for this worthwhile effort. The WBR
building is at 21725 Melrose Ave,
Southfield, MI 48075. We look forward to seeing you there.

Men’s Society

Join the Komitas Choir
Linda Jevahirian, Dn. Rubik Mailian
Contributors
The Komitas Choir hosted a ‘Welcome Back Tea’ in the church hall on
September 12, 2021. Members mingled
with the congregation while enjoying
a beautiful buffet of cookies, choreg,
cheese boreg, fruit and more while a
video of the choir’s 100-year anniversary of the genocide concert played in
the background.
The choir is part of the heartbeat of
the of Armenian Church. The Badarak
and other services are illuminated by
the magnificent hymnography. Singing
in the choir is not just an experience, it
BACK TO TOP ▲

is an evolution of the soul. If you like to
sing and you love the church, you will
absolutely love the choir. Rehearsals
are resuming and the opportunity to
participate in a concert is right around
the corner! Please contact Deacon Rubik about joining at (248) 286-1057 or
rubik@sjachurch.org.
On September 18, 2021, the choir
joined Father Armash Bagdasarian,
Deacon George Boyagian, Deacon Rubik Mailian, several of the acolytes in
training, and members of the Women’s Guild to celebrate the Feast of the
Exaltation of the Cross at Manoogian
Manor.

Continued from pg. 13

To close out the month of September,
the Men’s Society held a Corn Roast after
church on September 26th that was free
to all parishioners in attendance. The
menu included steamed and grilled corn
on the cobb, baked apples and ice cream,
donuts, candy corn, warm and cold apple
cider, coffee and tea. This event was generously sponsored by George Saboonjian
and Danny Cristiano. Volunteers included George Saboonjian, Danny Cristiano,
Steve Hagopian, Mark Mamassian, Greg
Mamassian, Glenn Akarakcian, Kazar
Terterian, Michael Toomajian, and Paul
Yousoufian.
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Make a joyful noise to the Lord,
. . . Come into his presence with singing! (Psalm 100 )

Being a part of the St. John Komitas
Choir is a life-changing experience.
We don’t just sing. We evolve.
• Develop a more intimate relationship with God
while preserving the heritage of the magnificent
sacred music written by our church fathers.

• Gain a deeper understanding of the Badarak and
other church services while learning the meaning
behind the music.
• Share fellowship at socials, picnics, Christmas
parties and serving on the choir board.

• Perform concerts for entertainment, holidays and
commemorations.
• Use your voice to bring the glory of worship and
music to God and the church.
• Maintain the long, deep, rich history that was
started in 1927 at St. John Armenian Church.

Deacon Rubik Mailian does so much more than just direct
the choir on Sunday morning.
He teaches us the theory, the history, the composers, the
purpose, the meaning, and most importantly the proper
way to execute the music.
His brilliance is part of the reason you will be inspired to
sing with the choir!

Our Legacy

• Singing in Armenia, Paris,
Washington D.C., and at
mission churches in Michigan
and Canada
• Uniting choristers from the
four churches to form the
Detroit Armenian Chorale.

• Singing the Komitas Badarak.

• Performing at the Henry Ford
Museum, Orchestra Hall and in
the St. John sanctuary.

• Supporting the Arts of
Armenia youth program.

• Recording a compact disk.

Join now and participate
in a delightful concert
we are planning.
Contact any choir member
or Deacon Rubik Mailian
rubik@sjachurch.org
(248) 286-1057

We know you have concerns … we’ve
got you covered!
•
•
•
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Reading music and keeping a tune - we will teach you
how to follow the music and stay in tune.
Attending rehearsals and services regularly - we just
hope you will attend as often as you can.

Speaking the language – we sing phonetically from the
transliterations and love learning what the words mean!
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Oksana Mirzoyan to Create Short
Film on Armenian Asceticism
Harry Kezelian
Contributor
Oksana Mirzoyan is familiar to
many of us as one of the handful of
young Armenians in Detroit who has
chosen an artistic and creative career
path. She is an independent filmmaker and has had her films shown and
well-received at festivals everywhere from Detroit to Berlin.
A native of Baku, Azerbaijan, Oksana grew up in
our Detroit Armenian
community and is a
graduate of AGBU Alex
and Marie Manoogian
School. Her new project is a short film that
will document the life
of a hermit monk in the
Syunik Province of present-day southern Armenia.
Oksana has a native talent for
filmmaking. Her ability to perceive
the world in her own way, along with
her Art History background from U-M
Dearborn, makes her films unique.
As for the subject of the film, she says
that monasticism has always fascinated her, from the East Asian traditions
to the Armenian monastic tradition
of our Church. She is a person who
enjoys being alone but observing the
world around her without being observed herself. She then can tell a story
about what she has seen, which is what
makes her a great filmmaker.
Oksana is working on a larger film
about the Karabakh conflict. The war
hits her deeper than most – it is the
reason her family had to flee Baku
and come to the United States. In her
fictional story, she planned to have a
scene or a portion of the narrative take
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Tatevi Anapat (Տաթեւի անապատ) in Tatev, Armenia, the 17th century
Armenian monastary film is to be set.

place in an abandoned monastery inhabited by a solitary monk. She was
scouting locations for the monastery,
and chose to go to Datevi Anabad in
the province of Syunik. Imagine her
surprise when she ran across an actual
solitary monk living there.
Datevi Anabad, or ”the Great Hermitage of Datev,” is located near the
much more famous 9th-century Datevi Vank – you may know it better as
the monastery on the mountaintop
in southern Armenia, surrounded by
a fortress, and which is reachable by
cable car. But don’t confuse the two.
Datevi Anabad is a smaller monastery in a nearby valley which was built
in 1608-1613 and abandoned just 45
years later. The short-lived monastic
community was not sustainable due to
earthquakes and floods in the valley of

the Vorodan River where it is built. Its
inaccessible location and overgrown
appearance made it ideal for Oksana’s
film. In 2019, while teaching at TUMO
Stepanakert, she visited Goris (her
mother’s hometown) and hiked out to
Datevi Anabad, where she met Hacob.
Hacob is a bit of a modern ascetic.
He does live alone in a remote valley,
but he also has a cell phone. In his mid60s, Hacob had always wanted to be a
monk but took the typical path of marriage and family in his native Gyumri. When his kids grew up and moved
away, he agreed with his wife that he
would follow his long-time dream.
Now he has been living by himself at
Datevi Anabad for the past 6 years.

The Hermit

CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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Mirzoyan says that they bonded
over their shared love of gardening, but
it took 6 months to get “the hermit” to
agree to a short film depicting his daily
life. The artist is excited for the possibilities. The project was chosen by the
Berlin Film Festival to be “mentored”
by an international team, and the story evolved quite a bit during that time,
but fundraising has been more difficult, says Mirzoyan.
The hermitage itself also enthralled
Mirzoyan. “Being from Detroit, I love
abandoned structures. There is a spirituality about them as they are being
taken back by nature. It’s transcendent.” Mirzoyan also mentions old
villages, now ghost towns, where she
plans on shooting footage. Her abundant imagination pictures the time when
these places were alive and vibrant.
The monastery’s proximity to the
border will also shed light on the recent war and Hacob’s opinions of the
situation. But the primary purpose of
the film is to explore the nature of solitude. She says that this was something
which allowed her to connect to Hacob.
“We both love solitude. I plan to spend
time with him, understand what his
perspective is, what does it mean to be
in solitude. To get an understanding of
his spirituality, Armenian spirituality
and perhaps, come closer to my own.”
The filmmaker is still amazed at
how a monk named Hacob appeared in
her life. “It was a moment of synchro-
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Monk Jacob, the subject of the film who is the only remaining Monk in the 17th century Hermitage of Tatev.

nicity,” she says. “It felt like, ‘how did
this just happen?’ I’ve imagined this
character in my film for so long at exactly this location. I went to scout the
location for the film and there he was.”
Oksana departed to Armenia on
September 29 to shoot footage for the
film. She is also looking for financial

sponsors to help cover the costs of her
work. Hopefully fellow Armenians who
value the story of Armenian spirituality
or just Armenian art and the art of film,
will take an interest in her project.
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The Annunciation: God’s Love Story
By Rev. Fr. Garabed Kochakian
Contributor
The Christian Life is a life of Yes,
not No.
Icons have depicted this divine
encounter; beautiful prayers and
hymns have been written to be
offered and sung about this Holy
Love Story of God.
What is easier, to Yes or to say No?
For the world, No is the winner.
But for People of God, People of Faith
Hope and Love, for the faithful Christian, a Yes is the word.
In fact, before we even say
YES, that temptation to so NO
is our first impulse. How many
times have you said NO more
than a Yes?
The Armenian Church annually celebrates the Feast of the Assumption of
the Mother-of- God the Virgin Mary. It
is listed in our liturgical calendar usually during the Great Lenten season.
Why then? The calculation places in
April because it is nine months prior
to the Feast of Our Lord’s Nativity on
January 6th.
For St. Mary her YES to God became a defining moment in her life
and in the world: because she realized that that she had been chosen to
be the mother of God and give birth to
her Son Jesus. It is also a Yes Day in
our church for us. A defining moment
for each believer in Christ, a day when
Yes is the answer God expects from us
when he calls upon each of us to carry
out his great works, his mission, and
bear His Son into the world through
our Christian witness.

This icon depicted was written by Father
Garabed in 1977 and gifted to the SS
Vartanantz Armenian Church of Chelmsford
MA on its consecration day.

The story of the Annunciation is
found in the Gospel of Luke, about that
transforming moment when the Angel
Gabriel announced the Good News of
the birth of our Savior. And, since that
time this story has served as a foundation of Faith Hope and loving Trust in
God, Saint Mary is a model of how Yes
can fill us with the same grace she was
filled with when she was chosen to be
the Way God came to us. She is often
referred to in the Armenian Orthodox
tradition as the Door of Salvation.
According to Holy Tradition, when
the Angel Gabriel appeared to St.
Mary, a young girl of merely 12 years
of age, she was reading a passage from

the Jewish Old Testament prophet Isaiah telling of the birth of the God with
Us, the Emmanuel.
Just imagine her reaction. As a
young child, this awesome news that
she would have a baby. Imagine how
you would have felt. -Foreseeing her
fear and allaying her anxiety the Archangel answered her doubts, Gabriel
greeted St. Mary, telling her, “Do not
be afraid, Mary, for you have found
favor with God. And now, you will
conceive in your womb and bear a
son, and you will name him Jesus.” Albeit her Yes became her eternal title of
Greatness in Christian History. Reading Scripture, praying as she did daily,
and obeying a life of love for God ahead
of anything else, her answer …gives
courage to us also to say YES not NO.”
Her innocence and trust as a child
of our Heavenly Father is the same for
all of us who are children of God and
makes the YES, A YES indeed. It is a
spiritual acclamation of affirmative action for every Christian.
Consider this for a moment. Today
when our youngsters are chosen for
something special, something exciting, something honorable, most likely
they answer a big YES. YES ME, OF
COURSE; especially when chosen by
an authoritative person. As a Der Hayr
I have seen this so often, when I ask
our little children, who would like to
help me. Suddenly all those little hands
a raised high.
Somehow, St. Mary could foresee
the sufferings that she might endure,
the talk that would prevail, about a
young girl, unmarried, carrying a child.
Then fast forward to the days she suffered witnessing Our Lord’s ridicule,
His pain His dying…. But then His Resurrection.

Annunciation

CONTINUES ON NEXT PAGE
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Continued from previous page
When the Angel Gabriel came to St. Holy Mother she
said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me
according to your word.” In other words, God you can count
on me.
Like the Blessed Mother, we too are chosen by God from
the day we were born, from the moment that defined us at
Baptism, called - to embody His goodness, His tenderness,
His justice. Like Christ God, God’s hands, become our hands
to do His work at every hour and in every place. We are His
feet to lead people to heaven and eternal life. We are His
voice to proclaim his Word, and His eyes to see the human
suffering and find relief and help to bring and rescue the lost.
Whatever question Our Heavenly Father poses and whatever awesome tasks we are called to do, he invites us to say
a “YES.”
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And the moment we say “YES,” love arises like a wave
from heaven, overcoming every barrier in its pathway that
could be a No. And as a wave lifts a surfer to its top, that
wave from Heaven lifts us up as well to a beautiful adventure - a life in Christ, experiencing the Glory of God. It all
begins with a YES. There is no greater honor than to be the
servants of love, who St. Mary was defined and destined to
be. The same Yes is for you and me!
Contemplate the miracle of the Annunciation, the invitation and call to St. Mary, and also, remember who we
are. Let us accept be the bears of Christ in our lives every
day, not matter what.

The Christian Life is a life of Yes, not No.
Our “YES” will determine our eternal future and
instant transformation in every thought, word and
deed as we say Sure Lord here I am; I am ready, I am
here for you. Let it be for me.
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To God (Աստուծոյ)
Navasart M. Mardoyan | Editor
Poem by Vahan Tekeyan

Ինչ որ տըւիր՝ կը դարձընեմ զայն Քեզի,
Ահա՛ Աստուած ․․․։ Օրօրոցիս բարձին տակ
Հունտեր դըրիր եւ ես զանոնք ցանեցի
Եւ ահա՝ հունձքն՝ երկու ափիս մէջ պարփակ․․․

Whatever you gave, I’m returning it to You
Here, God… You put seeds under
My crib pillow and I planted them
And here is the harvest, enclosed in both my hands.

Որքան քիչ է, եւ եթէ ձեռքըս բանամ՝
Գուցէ ոչ ոք ոչինչ տեսնէ՝ կամ գուցէ
Միայն փոշի եւ միայն բոյր մը տարտամ
Հովը գտնէ ու վայրկեանին թռցընէ․․․։

It is so little, that if I open my hand
Someone might not see anything or perhaps
Only dust and only a pail scent [that]
The wind will find it and scatter it instantly

Շատերն երբեք չըծաղկեցան՝ բայց ոմանք
Այդ հունտերէն գարնան առտու մը ծըլան,
Եղան ոստեր ու կապեցին դըրասանգ
Տունիս ճակտին, ու խամրեցա՜ն այս աշնան․․․։

Some never flourished, but some
Of those seeds on a spring morning flourished
Became branches and vibes
On my home’s walls and they withered this autumn.

Յանցանքն իմս է, միմիայն ի՛մըս, գիտեմ,
Եթէ ես չեմ դըներ հիմա ուրիշ հունձք
Ամենաչափ քու նըժարիդ կշռին դէմ՝
Բայց միայն ցաւ ու ափսոսանք ու արցունք

It is my fault, only mine, I know
And if I do not put another harvest
Against your Just balance of Justice
Only pain and pity and tear!

Ամբողջն այս է, զայն Քեզ սիրո՜վ կ՚ընծայեմ․․․։

This is all of it. I offer it lovingly to You!

Reflection
The poet, Vahan Tekeyan, reflects
on his life and work. They will come
when all of us will stand before God
in judgment and present the report on
our lives. God has given every one of us
grace, abilities, and talents, and He will
one day demand account for those, by
asking “what did you do with the gifts,
abilities, talents, and grace that I bestowed upon you?” (Mt. 25:14-30, Lk.
19:11-27).
It seems that Tekeyan is trying to
answer that very question. He uses the
analogy of the seed to the talents he received, which he should plant, and take
care of, so he can harvest ten-fold when
thew time comes.
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Who doesn’t know that every planted seed doesn’t necessarily bear fruit?
Hail, extreme cold weather, worms,
natural, and man-made disasters destroy some of those seeds. It is also true
that sometimes some of those seeds
grow, yet they might not be plentiful.
Vahan Tekeyan was one of our
greatest poets. His poems were greatly appreciated and acknowledged. But
he also measures himself against God’s
scale, lamenting for not capitalizing on
the opportunities he had, or he remembers with sorrow and tears the plans
that never came to fruition.
Tekeyan expresses one of the noblest of human feelings in the virtue
of humility, which elevates a person
and values his/her existence. Imagine

if he had said the opposite of what he
said in his poem: I, Vahan Tekeyan, am
the greatest poet in the whole world. I
know everything! There’s no one like
me and I did a beautiful and fantastic
job! What do you think we would have
thought about him? Imagine that!
Arrogance eats the person from inside. It altars his/her most noble emotions. Humility, on the other hand,
feeds and prospers the hidden talents
of any individual, thus transforming
the person. And in front of God’s perfection, omniscience, omnipotence,
and all-seeing eye, there no other way
to present our lives.
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Visit the Parish Bookstore
The Parish Bookstore is now open during normal office hours and on Sundays following Divine Liturgy

Armenian Proverbs and Expressions (HC) - $25.00
By Susan Kadian Gopigian

Trending the Flock of God (SC) - $25.00
By Fr. Garabed Kochakian

My First Book of Armenian Words (HC) - $20.00
By Ani Gigarjian and Linda Avedikian

The Resistance Network (SC) - $25.00
By Khatchig Mouradian

Lavash – Armenian Recipe Book (HC) - $25.00
By Kate Leahy, John Lee, Ara Zada

Mobile phone stand - Available in
two different images - $10.00
Mary and Christ Child or Forget
Me Not Flower

Forget Me Not: Armenian Genocide
Recollections (SC) - $20.00
By Ariana Kabodian

The Vegan Armenian Kitchen - $35.00
By Lena Tashjian

Silver Crosses from Jerusalem,
Various Sizes - $35.00 - $75.00

“The Promise” DVD - $15.00

The best selection of Armenian books and CDs plus many gift items: jewelry, Armenian
crosses, key chains, cookbooks, and many “Made in Armenia” products. Table runners,
tablecloths, soccor balls, shawls and scarves from Armenia and much more!
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Bible Trivia
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

How is man “tempted”?
What natural disaster happened when Abram and Sarai arrived in the land of Canaan?
Which disciple did Paul commend for having “the same faith his mother had”?
What did the shepherds do after they had visited Jesus?
Who went back to Jerusalem after the captivity to encourage the people to build the walls of the
city again?
Who was the first of the apostles to perform a miracle in the name of Jesus?
How did Korah and his family die after seeking priesthood duties beyond those they already had?
What was the name of Isaac’s wife?
How does the Bible describe the location of the Garden of Eden?
In the vision of Jesus in Revelation, what came out of Jesus’ mouth?
What was Paul’s hometown?
Which judge was betrayed to the Philistines by a woman?
What happened to forty-two of the children who made fun of Elisha’s baldness?
What came out of the fire Paul made in Malta and attacked him?
Who refused to worship Nebuchadnezzar’s golden image?
In the Sermon on the Mount, what did Jesus say would happen to the meek?
Where did Moses first meet his future wife?
Out of the ten lepers Jesus healed, what nationality was the one who returned to thank him?
Who did the men of Athens ignorantly worship?
What did Saul see on the road approaching Damascus?

01. He is enticed by his own lust (Jam 1:14); 02. A famine (Gen 12:10); 03. Timothy (2 Tim 1:5);
04. Spread the news about Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:17); 05. Nehemiah (Neh 2:17); 06. Peter (Acts
3:6); 07. They were swallowed up by the earth (Num 16:1-35); 08. Rebekah (Gen 24:67); 09. In
the east (Gen 2:8); 10. A sharp sword (Rev 19:15); 11. Tarsus (Acts 21:39); 12. Samson (Jdg
16:5-6); 13. Two bears came out of the woods and killed them (2 Ki 2:24); 14. Viper (Acts 28:3);
15. Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego (Dan 3:12); 16. They will inherit the earth (Matt 5:5);
17. By a well in the land of Midian (Exo 2:16-21); 18. Samaritan (Luke 17:16); 19. The Unknown
God (Acts 17:22-23); 20. A shining light from heaven (Acts 9:3).
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