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A Message from our Chair…

Our deepest sympathies to Carol Palaian on the passing of her dearest mother of Gloria
Semonian on March 16, 2022.
Our condolences to the family of long-time member Anna Karakashian who passed away
March 22, 2022.
-Asdvadz Hokeeneruh Loosavoreh
____________________
We send our get well wishes to Marianne Dardarian, Elise Papazian, and Rozann
Vartoogian. As you heal and rest, know you are missed and thought of often.
____________________
Through our survey, we found that there are many members who would be interested
in having a book club. To kick this idea off, we are going to have a book exchange
and fellowship before the April 6th general body meeting. Bring in books you’ve read
that you think someone else might enjoy and choose some for yourself! The Book
Exchange/Fellowship will be 7:00-7:30, our meeting will commence promptly at 7:30.
___________________
Our Plarning Outreach Program Needs Your Help!!
Plarning is a form of crocheting with plastic bags to make blankets and pillows for
the homeless. The shelters hand them out faster than volunteers can make them. It’s
very easy to turn grocery bags into lengths of plarn (plastic yarn) which are then used
to make the blankets. Find out how easy it is to make plarn on our YouTube Guild
Gatherings page. Please take your plarn to the lobby of the Veterans Building where
you will find a container marked PLARN.
____________________
If you haven’t been to the Women’s Guild website yet – please take a look! You can
order items, pay your dues, donate, and view all of the Guild Gatherings videos!
https:/stjohnwomensguild.square.site
____________________
Women’s Guild Directory 2022 updates
Aralynn Haidostian aralynnh@hotmail.com
Karen Mooradian - kpumpkinpie5@gmail.com
Nora Noraian - zip code: 48048, add cell (586) 215-5772
Rozann Vartoogian - cell (248)224-9001
2021 Guild directories are available for pick up from our church secretary Anna
during weekday hours 9-5. Please add the above changes to your directory.
______________________
CHURCH/HALL RENOVATION AND REFURBISHMENT CONTINUES!
To view weekly pictures of the renovation and refurbishment projects
at the church, go to
https://stjohnsarmenianchurch.smugmug.com/Renovation-and-Refurbishment-W-4/

Sat., April 2nd

World Medical Relief, 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Contact Edith Baise (313)673-3325.

Wed., April 6th

General Body Meeting after Lenten services –
Book exchange and fellowship 7-730, meeting starts at 7:30.
Palm Sunday Bake Sale – Contact Marilyn Dadian with any questions
(248)882-0935 or dadian@comast.net
Guild Gatherings “Vospov Kufteh with the family – Alberta, Chrissy, Raffy, &
Danielle”.
Easter Tea – Don’t forget to send in two dozen colored Easter eggs!
Contact Nyree Giragosian with questions nyreevgir@gmail.com
Executive Board Meeting – 7:00 pm

Sun., April 10th
Wed., April 13th
Sun., April 17th
Wed., April 20th

Sun., April 24th

Manoogian Manor Easter Visit 11:00 am – Elise Papazian
elisepkp@gmail.com
The Armenian Churches of Greater Detroit Genocide Commemoration –
Celebration of the Divine Liturgy at 10am – reception to follow at St. John
Armenian Church.

Wed., May 4th

General Body Meeting – Speaker – Dr. Christine Matoian “Women’s Health”.

Sat.., April 23rd

Please support the ACYOA Lenten Fish/Lobster Dinner
Wednesday, April 6, 2022.
For reservations, call church office (248)569-3405
or email office@sjachurch.org

EASTER TEA
COLORED EGGS
Don’t forget your Women’s Guild
Easter egg donation
for this year’s Easter Tea.
Please drop off two dozen
colored Easter Eggs
(labled Women’s Guild)
by Saturday, April 16, 2022
at the church kitchen
(main cooler).
Any questions…
reach out to Nyree Giragosian
(248)231-2547 or
nyreevgir@gmail.com

Saintly Women’s Day
On March 2nd, Women’s Guild celebrated Saintly Women’s Day. The
day’s events began with a church service, celebrated by Very Rev.
Fr. Aren Jebejian and Rev. Fr. Armash Bagdasarian, honoring the
Armenian martyr St. Sandookht and her brave and faithful
commitment to Christianity, even in the face of death. Following the
service, the event committee (standing Charlene Goshgarian, Sandy
Bourgeois, Cathy Zwink, Jackie ElChemmas – event
chair, seated Susan Janigian & Marilyn Dadian), served a delicious
luncheon prepared by Fauzi ElChemmas to over 39 members,
special guests, and friends.
We were fortunate to have as our speaker Gail Marlow, Executive Director
and Co-founder of the Motor City Mitten Mission. If you’ve ever wondered
where all those plarning balls go – it’s the Mission that crochets them into
mats and pillows for the homeless. We’ve also donated blankets, collected
at our last Christmas Dinner, through our Social Outreach Committee.
Gail shared her passion for helping the homeless, needy, and sick in the
Detroit metropolitan area. Besides the Mats and Pillows Project, other
programs include Street Outreach, Transitional Support, and Homeless To
Housing.
During the Q&A, members asked many questions about the programs
including their funding and how successful they are in keeping the homeless
off the streets. A few spoke to Gail directly to see if there was an appropriate
way they might participate (there is a warehouse filled with donated clothes
that need to be sorted. Gail will contact us when they are ready to ask for
volunteers).
Afterwards Gail said, “I was both humbled and honored to be the guest
speaker... (Women's Guild) had a beautiful service and luncheon afterwards
with some amazing food. (They) will be paying for a day of outreach meals
for the Motor City Mitten Mission in my name, (and) presented me with an
awesome cookbook and had many kind and inspiring words”.
Gail’s presentation was inspiring and very appropriate on the day we
honored St. Sandookht who embodied Christian strength, love, and fortitude.

27TH Annual
Rev. Fr. Diran and Yn. Rosalie Papazian
Annual Parish Retreat
The 27th Annual Rev. Fr. Diran and Yn. Rosalie Papazian Parish Retreat took place on March 26th. Dr.
Roberta Ervine, Professor of Armenian Studies at St. Nersess Armenian Seminary was the guest lecturer,
presenting the topic: “Guardian Angels: In Our Lives and In Scripture”. The Parish Retreat is one of the longest
running annual retreats in our diocese. Elise Papazian, daughter of the beloved late Fr. Diran and Yn. Rosalie
Papazian has continued her parent’s legacy of this annual Lenten retreat, with the dedicated help of co-chair
Dr. Anne Marie Amerigian. After hearing a Children’s Sermon Hayr Aren Jebejian gave regarding guardian
angels, Elise felt a God sent, divine message for this year’s retreat topic and theme - exploring the role of
Guardian angels as they relate to the Armenian Church’s theology, and how angels impact our lives.
The morning began with Fr. Armash and Dn. Rubik with a brief sunrise service, and Hayr Aren helped host the
day. For the past two years, due to the pandemic, the retreat has been presented in Zoom format, thanks to
the help of Paul Andonian and Edith Baise.
Dr. Ervine is a favorite of the St. John Armenian Church parish
and is always engaging and captivating in her presentations.
One of the highlights was the discussion surrounding our role
as messengers. The participants learned that the lid (the
Cavaran) of the Arc of the Covenant Box, represents the
church. The lid, guarded by two angels, is where God chose to
manifest His light when he was present with the Israelites in
the tabernacle. Today, in our weekly Badarak, the parishioners
are in the dwelling of the angels, i.e., we are on the Cavaran;
the place where God comes into the world. Thus, we are in
fact, human angels. The church is the mercy seat, the place
where the world is prayed for, the place where the world is cared for. In effect: We Come, We Worship, We Go,
and We Serve. We are the people/messengers/angels just like the ones who come and visit us from the divine
realm. We are the messengers who carry that presence of God into the world.
It was a wonderful day of enlightenment and reflection. We are looking forward to seeing everyone in person at
next year's retreat.

Thank you to Women’s Guild members
Elise Papazian and Dr. Anne Marie Ameriguian
for organizing the Annual Retreat
for the 10th year in a row!

Have you come across any old Women’s Guild photos lately??? If so, please email
them to Nyree Giragosian, nyreevgir@gmail.com, along with member
names/event and any other news you would like to share
and we will include them in an upcoming newsletter.
The deadline is the 20th of the month.

This gem was found in our archives by Carol Cholmakjian.

We’re going to play a guessing game with this Blast from the Past!
See if you can identify these lovely ladies call your friends if you need some help naming them!
Answers will be in the May newsletter!!!
HINT: Women’s Guild 1968 Vehaper’s Luncheon

Thank you,
Carol, for sharing this memory!!!

