
 
 
 
 

A Message  
 from our chairman… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As I reflect on this year, I'd like to thank the past chairs who responded to my phone calls and emails, 
generously giving me advice. It might have been many times or just once, but to a woman, each has treated 
the request seriously and thoughtfully. I gained valuable insight, and they have been an important resource for 
me.    
   
This brings to mind our Survey. There was a suggestion which I haven’t yet acted upon: bringing together past 
Guild chairs to discuss possible solutions to the present-day challenges of the Guild. I’m not sure if this would 
just be a one-off or turn into its own Circle. After the holidays I’ll contact past chairs to gauge interest; you 
may contact me beforehand if you like. Thank you, Linda Stamboulian, for this suggestion.   
   
We had to postpone our elections last month, and that’s given us an opportunity to try something new by 
having a Christmas Market. Admittedly, it’s a ploy to get you to come to our hastily planned election meeting. 
But it’s a fun idea, don’t you think? I hope to see you on Wednesday, December 7th starting at 6:30p for the 
Market & light refreshments, with elections following at 7:30. No regular meeting is planned.    
   
Here's to all of us enjoying the holiday season,   
  

Carol Cholmakjian  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Women’s Guild Newsletter    December 2022      

      St. John Armenian Church, 22001 Northwestern Hwy, Southfield, MI 48075  

(248)569-3405 
www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org    https://stjohnwomensguild.square.site 
 

file:///C:/Users/jgira/OneDrive/Documents/www.stjohnsarmenianchurch.org
https://stjohnwomensguild.square.site/
https://stjohnwomensguild.square.site/


 

Congratulations to Howard and Cathy Atesian on the marriage of their son Darren to 
Pashke Arifi on Saturday, November 12, 2022.  Darren is also the brother-in-law of Guild 
member Christine Atesian. Best wishes to the happy couple!  

 

 
Congratulations to Iris Samson on her marriage to John Tate on 
November 12, 2022. For those of you who don’t know Iris, she is a 
member of our maintenance staff – our housekeeper – who takes 
such good care of us! Their wedding and reception were held in 
our own St. John renovated hall!  As a thank you for all she does 

for us, the Women’s Guild baked choreg and boreg for her mezza table. Thank 
you, Sara A, Paulette A, Nancy B, George (AKA Denise) B, Joy C, Jackie E, Mona 
K, Dolly M, Alice M, Terry P, Judy P, Marilyn S, Cathy Z and Ed Z. for all of your 
hard work! 
 
                ___________________ 

 
 

Congratulations to Elizabeth Amboian on the birth of her great-grandson Chase Robert 
Grabowski.  Chase was born on October 17, 2022 to proud parents Stephen and 
Lauren Grabowski. 
              ___________________ 
 

 
 

   
 

 Our Plarning Outreach Program Needs Your Help 

 

Plarning is a form of crocheting with plastic bags to make blankets and pillows 
for the homeless. The shelters hand them out faster than volunteers can make 
them.  It’s very easy and you can find the demonstration on our YouTube Guild 
Gatherings page.  Please reach out to Edith Baise about how to participate 
(313)673-3325. 

 

                               ____________________ 
 

 
Our member Belinda Kabodian, BS, RN. Is the Community Coordinator for Ascension 
SE Michigan Community Health as well as our Parish nurse.  She has generously 
shared a copy of the Ascension SE MI Community Health, October-December, 2022 
electronic flyer. She would also like to remind you they are leading FREE virtual 
exercise and lectures for the community.  Please check it out and share with your 

family and friends.  These FREE virtual exercise classes are a terrific way to help keep you moving and 
safe while at home. To register go to healthcare.ascension.org/events or call 248-849-5752 for questions 
and to register your email address. 

      __________________  
      ___________________ 

 
Please add the following to your Women’s Guild Directory: 
 
Lena Montgomery: new email – LenaHMontgomery@gmail.com 
 

    ____________________  
 
 
 

Do you have an announcement you would like to share with the Women’s Guild??? If so, please email 
Nyree Giragosian, nyreevgir@gmail.com, the news you would like to share and we will include it in an 

upcoming newsletter. The deadline is the 20th of the month 

http://healthcare.ascension.org/events
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Sat., Dec. 3rd World Medical Relief 1:00 pm – 3:00 pm – Contact Edith Baise (313)673-
3325 or ebaise@umich.edu 

Wed., Dec. 7th  Christmas Market/Election Night Meeting – 6:30 pm 

Wed., Dec. 14th Guild Gatherings – “Making Boregs with filo dough by Mary”. 

Wed., Dec. 14st Executive Board Meeting – 7:00 pm 

Sat., Dec. 24th Christmas Eve Services 11:00 pm 

Sun., Dec. 25th    Merry Christmas! 

Fri., Jan. 6th   Armenian Christmas Luncheon following the FEAST OF THE NATIVITY OF 
OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST Divine Liturgy Blessing of the Waters/Chrorhnek 
10:00 am – Jackie ElChemmas. Brief January General Body meeting 
following luncheon 

Sat., Jan. 7th Manoogian Manor Armenian Christmas Visit – Elise Papazian 

Wed., Jan. 18th  Executive Board Meeting 

 

           
 
 

Thank you to Sue Vian along with Joy C., Nora 
N., and Ygn. Roberta G. for organizing our annual 
“Alternatives for Girls” holiday gift bag project. We 
would also like to thank all of the Women’s Guild 
members who donated personal care items for 
the bags and for assisted in putting the gifts 
together. Over 60 gift bags were delivered!  
   ______________ 
 
Thank you Yerchanig Joy Callan for organizing 
our holiday bake sale bake dates and to all of our 
baking volunteers: 

 
Katah: Dawn A, Betty A, Johanna B, Mary B 
George B (AKA Denise), Joy C, Marianne D, 
Diane E, Mona K, Linda L, Dolly M, Carol O, Terry 
P, Judy P, and Nevart T. 
 
Day 1 Sou Boreg Crowd: Dawn A, Shoushan A, 
Marilyn B, Mary B, Joy C, Marvin C, Carol C, 
Marilyn D MacKenzie F, Adreena H, Garry J, Ygn 
Roberta K, Mona K, Linda L, Vaughn M, Dolly M, 
Vickee N (1st day of many), Carol O, Terry P, 
Elise P, Judy P, Viva P, (1st day of many), 
Marilyn S, Maggie Y. 
 
Day 2 Sou Boreg Crowd: Joy C, MacKenzie F, 
(new primo dough roller), Fr Aren J (New dough 
placer - he already can roll), Mona K, and Vaughn 
M. (self-proclaimed 'Soo-pervisor').  
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To bring in the holiday spirit,                                                                                                
we’re having a  

 

CHRISTMAS MARKET  
 

before our Election Night Meeting  
on Wednesday December 7.  

 
Market at 6:30 pm  

Elections at 7:30 pm 
 

Stroll the market, where you can shop, 
 watch holiday demonstrations,  

and enjoy delicious light appetizers. 
 

Because this event is in conjunction  
with our elections,  

it is only open to Women’s Guild members.  
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0f4aafad2da1fcc25-christmas  
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Women’s Guild 

Armenian Christmas                     
Luncheon/Meeting 
 

Friday, January 6, 2023                                                        
following Christmas Badarak                                  
at St. John Armenian Church 
 

Please join us for a  
Christmas celebration luncheon.  
A brief member only meeting will follow. 

 

All parishioners and friends are welcome to 
the luncheon – free will donation and/or               

bring mittens, scarves, full/queen blankets,     
hats, and/or socks for                                               

Motor City Mitten Mission.    

 

Contact Jackie ElChemmas for details 
jackieelch@gmail.com  

or  
(248)762-1312 
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Manoogian Manor 

Armenian Christmas Visit 

Saturday,  

January 7, 2023                   

11:00 am 

 
 

 

Join our clergy, 

Members of the choir, the 
Men’s society, and the 

Women’s Guild as we spend 
the morning in prayer, 

singing, and good will with the 
residents of                      

Manoogian Manor. 
 

Contact Elise Papazian for information 

elisepkp@gmail.com  or (248)943-6162 
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HOLIDAY BAKE SALE 
Soo Boreg and Katah 

 
St John Women's Guild enjoyed three special days in recent weeks. First, we gathered together and 

made 70 loaves of Katah. Actually, 71, but we ate one!! And then, we made world famous Soo Boreg. 
However, that required a backup team to come in again, the next day and bat clean-up! Thanks to the 

Tuesday and Wednesday friends that made day 1 and day 2, a rip-roaring success. Somehow, we 
thought we made 20 half trays and 20 full trays. But, no! It was 23 full trays and 21 half trays, that 

meant more hours and days for us, but also for very happy people. On pick-up day, we received very 
polite requests for 'extra' trays and YES, we were able to fulfill those requests. 

So, all in all, our Women's Guild Holiday Bake Sale was a great success.  
The success was the many new friends that have come to join with us and make new friends.  

The success was in preserving some of our best loved holiday traditions.  
The success was fellowship and service. 

 
See you for Palm Sunday Bake Sale days -2023!! 

 
Major thanks to our St. John Staff. Our amazing kitchen staff, in particular Derick who runs clean up 
behind our giant mess. And, to Ron, Carletta, CJ, Kyle and our newly married Iris! Thank you to Paul 

Y, Paul A and Anna. You all make us look much better than we are! 
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Have you come across any old Women’s Guild photos lately???  If so, please email them to Nyree 
Giragosian, nyreevgir@gmail.com, along with member names/event and any other news you would 

like to share and we will include them in an upcoming newsletter.                                                            
The deadline is the 20th of the month.  

 

 This month’s Blast from the Past is a Southfield Eccentric article from 
1988 about our Women’s Guild 50th Anniversary Banquet.  It’s hard to 

believe that we will be celebrating our 85th Anniversary next year!!!! 
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