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A Message from our chairman… 
 
I would like to thank our outgoing board members - Paulette Apkarian, Jackie ElChemmas, and Nyree 
Giragosian - each for their four years of service to the Guild.  Paulette, Jackie and Nyree took on their 
positions with enthusiasm and love.  They will be missed, but we know that they will continue to serve the 
Guild.  I also would like to welcome our new board members Denise Boyagian, Linda Jevahirian, and Alice 
Mekjian.  Our 2023/2024 Board Members and positions are: 
 
Sara Andonian - Chairperson 
Linda Karibian - Vice Chairperson 
Sue Carmen Vian - Corresponding Secretary 
Yerchanig Joy Callan - Recording Secretary 
Denise Boyagian - Treasurer 
Donna Lafian - Assistant Treasurer/Membership 
Linda Jevahirian - Advisor/Newsletter  
Joyce Yeghissian - Advisor 
Alice Mekjian - Advisor 
 
The board member contact information is included in the newsletter.  Please reach out to us if you need 
anything, have a great idea, or just want to chat.  We would love to hear from you.    
 
Saintly Women's Day is scheduled for Wednesday, March 6.  Information is in the newsletter and please 
RSVP for the event.   
 
We ask a few things from our members and two of them are happening in March.  For our Palm Sunday 
Bake Sale, Marilyn Dadian will gladly accept your baked good donation or a monetary donation.   The next 
week, please drop off your cooked and decorated Easter Eggs for the Easter Tea.  More information is 
included in the newsletter. 
 

Thank you for a wonderful 2023 and we are looking forward to a fabulous 2024. 
 

Sara Andonian  
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  It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing of Gerald “Jerry” Montgomery, beloved husband 
of our member Lena Montgomery.  Jerry passed away on January 26, 2024.  There will be a 40-day 
Hokehankist service on March 10th at St. John Armenian Church with a Memorial Tea following the 
Divine Liturgy 
 
It is with sorrow that we announce the passing of Women’s Guild member, Jean Sarkisian – dearest 
mother of member Mariann Zamanigian - on January 29, 2024. We express our deepest sympathy 
to Marianne and her family. 
 
It Is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing of Women’s Guild member Melina Fayroian on   
February 10, 2024.  Our deepest sympathies to her family. 

 

- Asdvadz Hokeeneruh Loosavoreh 

      _________________ 
 

 
Wishing a speedy recovery to Charlene Apigian and Kathy Steck.  As you heal and rest, know you 
are missed and thought of often, 
 

__________________ 
 

 

                St. John Armenian Church Volunteer Day at                                     
                WORLD MEDICAL RELIEF 

 
Join us on April 6th, 1pm-3pm, and sort badly needed medical supplies and equipment to be 
used locally and around the world.  World Medical Relief donated over $1.5 million dollars in 
medical supplies to Armenia in 2021!  Contact Greg or Edith Baise (313)673-3325 or 

ebaise@umich.edu. 
 
      __________________ 
 

    KNITTING CLUB 
 
The WG Knitters continue to meet on the third Thursday of the month from 10:00 a.m. to noon at 
the church in the Ararat room.  We're making baby blankets and scarves (simple if you're a 
new knitter) for those in need.  Join us!  Call Linda Assarian (linda.assarian@gmail.com) 
    __________________ 
 

 

        DIRECTORY/MEMBERSHIP UPDATES 
 

          Jennifer Scappaticci (Daniel)       46615 Crystal Downs W. Northville 48168 
             Cell: 734-678-1422     Email: jchiroyan@gmail.com 
 

  Brigette Conti (Michael)        39510 Edgewater Drive Northville 48168 
               Cell: 734-678-1425    Email: bchiroyan@gmail.com 
 

  Karen Shoushanian (Andrew)       52131 Pierce Drive Northville 48167 
                                        Cell: 248-755-0066    Email: dude@shoushanian.com 

 

  LENTEN FISH DINNERS 

 
  Please support the ACYOA Lenten Fish Dinners every Wednesday during Lent. 

           6:00pm-7:00pm following 5:30 Vesper Services. 
For reservations, call church office (248)569-3405/email office@sjachurch.org 

Wed., March 6th, Wed., March 13th, Wed., March 20th – Lobster Dinner  
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UPDATED Women’s Guild Circles Are Here! 
 

Check out the circle list in this month’s newsletter – if you don’t see your name 
listed – contact the chairperson or Sara Andonian to sign up! 
 

Wed., March 6th Saintly Women’s Day – 11:00am – Jackie@stonesoap.com/248-762-1312. Church 
service followed by a Lenten Luncheon ($15). Guest Speaker and brief meeting 
12:30 pm. We will be honoring St. Hripsime and a guest speaker from Greek 
Orthodox church will speak about Saintly Women in the life of the church. 

Wed., March 20th Executive Board Meeting following Lenten services and ACYOA Jrs. Lenten Fish 
Dinner. 

Sun., March 24th  Palm Sunday Bake Sale – please remember your baked good/monetary 
donation by Palm Sunday morning!  Marilyn Dadian dadian@comcast.net.  

Sun., March 31st  Easter Sunday Tea – Don’t forget your two dozen-colored eggs! Please label 
them with your name and Women’s Guild Easter Tea and bring them to the 
church kitchen between Friday, March 29th and Easter Morning. 
Nyree Giragosian nyreevgir@gmail.com. 

Fri., April 5th  Tukenkian Foundation event – Speaker: Antranig Kasparian – 
community event – held at St. John Armenian Church Banquet Hall. 

Sat., April 6th  Manoogian Manor Easter service/visit – 11:00am –  
Elise Papazian 

Wed., April 17th  Executive Board Meeting, 7:00pm 

Wed., April 24th  Armenian Martyrs Day – 4 churches 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We're heading into the home stretch. Three more Palm Sunday Bake Sale preparation days 
left. Come and join in for Nazoog, Semit and Choreg. One day of Choreg will be for our 

Bake Sale. One day will be loaves only and split between our Women's Guild Easter Tea 
and for the Genocide Remembrance Day Reception. All are welcome!! 

 
Tuesday, March 5    Choreg - 9-noon 
Tuesday, March 12, Choreg   9-noon. 

Tuesday, March 19, Make Up Day in case of inclement weather. 
Sunday, March 24, Palm Sunday - Please remember your homemade donations. 
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Please remember – your baked goods/monetary donation for the Palm Sunday Bake 

Sale is part of your yearly Women’s Guild obligation. 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

We would like to take this time to Welcome the Women’s Guild new Executive 
Board, Nominating Committee, and Central Council Delegates for 2024!   

2024 EXECUTIVE BOARD 

Guild members elected for a 2year term 

*Designates newly elected members 

 

Very Rev. Fr. Aren Jebejian, President 

(248)569-3405 Cell: (773)457-4122       

FrAren@sjachurch.org 

 

Sara Andonian, Chairman 

Cell: (248)515-9264 

andoiansl@gmail.com 

 

Dr. Linda Karibian (Vice-Chairman) 

(248)932-5282   Cell: (248)496-6292 

ldkaribian@yahoo.com  

 

Denise Boyagian*, Treasurer 

Cell: (248)892-9739 

dboyagian@yahoo.com 

 

Donna Lafian, Asst. Treasurer 

Cell: (248)943-3150 

lafiando@trinity-health.org 

 

Yerchanig Joy Callan, 

 Recording Secretary 

(248)254 3955   Cell: (248)533-6320 

yerchanigc@gmail.com  

 

Sue Vian, Corresponding Secretary 

Cell: (248)414-5246 

suecarmanvian@gmail.com  

 

Alice Mekjian*, Advisor 

(248)747-7503   Cell: (947)944-5155 

Imdancin115@yahoo.com 

 

Dr. Joyce Yeghissian, Advisor 

Cell: (248)496-1552 

yjoyce@sbcglobal.net 

 

Dawn Aginian*, Alternate 

Cell: (248)225-7176 

dawnaginian@gmail.com  

 

NON-VOTING BOARD MEMBER 

 

Parish Council Liaison, TBD 

 

2024 NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

 

Kathy Haase 
Karen Mangune 
Diana Mardigian 
Nora Noraian (chair) 
Debbie Zazaian 
Alternates - Judy Parks and Paulette Schmidt 
 

2024 Women’s Guild Central Council 

Delegates – elected for two year-term 

Carol Cholmakjian, 1st year of 2-year term 

Linda Jevahirian, 2nd year of 2-year term 

Barb Rupas, 1st year of 2-year term 

Sara Andonian, Chairman

 

Linda Jevahirian*, Newsletter 

Cell: (248)471-3443 

linda@legalsearchonline.net 

  
  

  
  
  
  

mailto:FrAren@sjachurch.org
mailto:andoiansl@gmail.com
mailto:ldkaribian@yahoo.com
mailto:dboyagian@yahoo.com
mailto:lafiando@trinity-health.org
mailto:yerchanigc@gmail.com
mailto:suecarmanvian@gmail.com
mailto:Imdancin115@yahoo.com
mailto:yjoyce@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dawnaginian@gmail.com
mailto:linda@legalsearchonline.net


     Women’s Guild 2024 Circles 
 

Below you will see this year’s circle/committee lists.  Please realize 

that these are not set in stone.  If there is a circle/committee you 
would like to participate in, by all means, join in!  A few of our circles 

are looking for chair people and committee members, if you are 
interested.  We are looking for a successful 2024! 

 

Armenian Christmas Luncheon, Saturday, January 6 

Chair: Yerchanig Joy Callan and Linda Tiffany 
Members: 
  Alice Argnian 

  Denise Boyagian 

Terry Palaian  

Judy Parks 

Anna Sarkisian  

 

Manoogian Manor Visits, Saturdays after the 4 major Feast Days 
Chair:  Elise Papazian 

Members: Denise Boyagian 
  Marianne Dardarian 
  Lillian Durham 

  Terrie Karibian 
 

Mahs Preparation, as needed 
Chair:  Denise Boyagian 
Members: Bayzar Dikmecian-Nersessian 

Nora Noraian 
  Paulette Schmidt 

 
Saintly Women’s Day, Wednesday, March 6 

Chair: Carol Cholmakjian 

Members:
Yerchanig Joy Callan 

Marianne Dardarian 

Jackie ElChemmas 

  Carole Hovsepian 
   

Palm Sunday Baking, February and March 

Chair:  Yerchanig Joy Callan 
Members:

                 Marianne Dardarian 
         Linda Karibian 
         Dolly Matoian 

         Denise Karakashian 

  Paulette Schmidt 
  Debbie Zazaian 
  Cathy Zwinck 

 

Palm Sunday Bake Sale, Sunday, March 24 
Chair:  Marilyn Dadian 
Members:

      Sara Andonian 
      Paulette Apkarian 

      Christine Atesian 
      Denise Boyagian 

Maral Demir 
Michelle Ducato 

Jackie ElChemmas 
Diana Mardigian 

Alice Mekjian 
Laurie Reizian 

Sue Carman Vian 
 

 

 
Men’s Society/Women’s Guild Game Nights, Various 

Chair:  Edith Baise 
Members: 



 
Easter Tea, Sunday, March 31 

Chair:  Nyree Giragosian 
Members: 

   Dawn Aginian 
   Sara Andonian 
   Lisa Bahm 

Denise Boyagian 
Lisa Boyadjian 
Donna Lafian 

Laurie Reizian 
Joyce Yeghissian 
Sue Vian

 

Armenian Martyrs Day Refreshments, April 24 
Chair:  Yerchanig Joy Callan 
Members: Linda Karibian 

 
Tea Following WG Hokehankist, Sunday, June 2 

Chair: 
Members: 
                 Sara Andonian 

         Marianne Dardarian 
         Lillian Durham 

  Belinda Kabodian 

  Denise Karakashian 
  Terrie Karibian

 
Membership Dinner, Wednesday, June 5 

Chair:  Yerchanig Joy Callan 
Members: 
                 Jackie ElChemmas 

  Belinda Kabodian 

  Yn. Roberta Kochakian 

  Anna Sarkisian 
 

Summer Outing, Date TBD 
Chair: 
Members: 

Sara Andonian Barb Rupas Cathy Zwinck 

 
Armenia Fest, Date TBD 

Chair:  Linda Karibian 

Members: Joyce Yeghissian 
 

Four Armenian Churches Ladies Event, August 13 
Chair:  Linda Karibian 
Members: 

Carol Cholmakjian 
Sandy Jack 

Denise Karakashian 

Donna Lafian 
Karen Mangune 

Rose Najarian 

Diane Nolff 
Joyce Yeghissian 

Debbie Zazaian

 

 
Church Picnic Bake Sale, Sunday, August 11 

Chairs:  Edith Baise & Alice Argnian 
Members: 

Paulette Apkarian 

Rose Najarian 
Nora Noraian 

Nancy Panaretos 

Linda Stamboulian

 
 



Khunjook, Sunday, September 8 
Chairs: Maral Thomas & Jennifer Morris 

Members:
        

    Alex Apkarian 
    Paulette Apkarian 
    Renee Apkarian 

    Christine Atesian 
    Marilyn Dadian 

    Michelle Ducato 
    Lauren Gershonowicz 

Nyree Giragosian 
Kathy Haase 
Fran Hagopian 

Sarah Hagopian  
Karen Kalajian 

Dawn Karagosian 
Vanna Kazarian 

Lynne Kojamanian 
Donna Lafian 
Laura Lucassian 

Diana Mardigian 
Laurie Reizian 

Christine Sarafian 
Kathy Torigian

 
Bazaar Hot Foods Service and Bake Sale, Friday & Saturday, October 4 & 5 

Chairs:  Dawn Aginian and Denise Boyagian 
Friday Co-Chairs:  Rose Najarian and Sue Carmen Vian 
Saturday Chair(s):  

Members:  
       Nyree Giragosian (Friday – Hot Foods) 

       Lillian Durham (Friday – Hot Foods) 
       Sandy Jack 

       Terrie Karibian (Friday – Hot Foods) 
       Karen Mangune 

     Dolly Matoian 

     Diane Nolff 
     Paulette Schmidt     

     Joyce Yeghissian (Friday – Hot Foods) 
     Debbie Zazaian 

 

 
Social Concern Committee 

Chair:  Carol Ohanesian 
Members:  
        Linda Assarian 

        Nancy Berryman 
        Linda DePietro 

        Linda Franquist 

         Cheryl Joboulian 

         Lisa Johnson 
         Denise Karakashian 

         Linda Lutz 

        Nancy Panaretos 

        Barb Rupas 
        Marilyn Sarkesian 

 
Alternatives for Girls, Wednesday, November 6 

Chair:  Sue Carmen Vian 
Members: 

Yerchanig Joy Callan 
  Carol Cholmakjian 
  Carole Hovsepian 

  Nora Noraian 
  Cathy Zwinck 

 
Advent by Candlelight, Wednesday, December 4 

Chair: 
Members: 

Jackie ElChemmas 

 Donna Lafian 

 Linda Lutz 

 Carol Ohanesian 

 Judy Parks 

 Paulette Schmidt

College Boxes, Date TBD 
Chair:  Karen Najarian 
Members:

        Paulette Apkarian 
        Jackie ElChemmas 

        Diane Nolff 
        Terry Palaian 

        Joyce Yeghissian 
        Debbie Zazaian
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Greetings to All 

 

St. John Women's Guild Members 

 

It's time to pay your 2024 annual dues! 

 

Please make checks of $25 payable to St. John Women's Guild 

 

Mail checks to Donna Lafian 

 

 11534 Plymouth Woods Dr. 

Livonia, Michigan 48150 

-or- 

      Pay $26 online https://stjohnwomensguild.square.site  

 

For questions, please contact Donna Lafian at (248) 943-3150 

or lafiando@trinity-health.org   
 

 

*********************************************************************** 

 

 Please fill out the form below and mail it with your payment. 

 
2024__________2025_________ 

 

Name______________________________Husband's name_____________ 

 

      Address______________________________________________________ 

 

City________________________________State_____Zip Code_________ 

 

Home Phone______________________Cell Phone____________________ 

 

Email________________________________________________________ 
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Women’s Guild 2024 Calendar  

 
 

JANUARY Sat., Jan 6  Armenian Christmas Luncheon 

Sat., Jan 13 Manoogian Manor visit, Armenian Christmas, 11:00am 

Wed., Jan 17 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 
 

FEBRUARY Wed., Feb 7 General Body meeting, 7:00pm, ZOOM 

Wed., Feb 21 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 
 

MARCH Wed., March 6 Saintly Women’s Day, 11:00am 

Wed., March 20 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 

Sun., March 24 Palm Sunday Bake Sale 

Sun., March 31 Easter Sunday Tea 
 

APRIL     Sat., April 6th  Manoogian Manor visit, Easter service, 11:00am 

Wed., April 17 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 

Wed., April 24 Armenian Martyrs’ Day 
 

MAY Wed., May 1st  General Body Meeting, 7:00pm  

Wed., May 15 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 
 

JUNE      Sun., June 2 Hokehankist for Women’s Guild Members, Tea after services 

Wed., June 5 Membership Dinner 

Wed., June 19 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 
 

JULY TBD  Summer Outing 

Sat., July 13 Manoogian Manor visit, Transfiguration of Our Lord, 11:00am 
 

AUGUST Tues., Aug 13 Four Church, Ladies Guild evening 

Sun., Aug 18 Church Picnic Bake Sale, after services 

Wed., Aug 21 Executive Board Meeting, 7:00pm 

Sat., Aug 24 Manoogian Manor visit, Assumption of the Holy Mother of God, 
11:00am   

 

SEPTEMBER Wed., Sept 4 General Body meeting, 7:00pm 

Sun., Sept 8 Khunjook/Family Fun Day  

Wed., Sept 18 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 
Sat., Sept 21 Manoogian Manor visit, Exaltation of the Holy Cross, 11:00am 

 

OCTOBER     TBD  General Body meeting, 7:00pm  

Fri./Sat., Oct 4-5 Bazaar Bake Sale & Hot Foods Volunteers 

Wed., Oct 16 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 
 

NOVEMBER Wed., Nov 6 General Body meeting, Elections & Alternatives for Girls Drop-Off 

Wed., Nov 20 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 
 

DECEMBER Wed., Dec 4 Advent by Candlelight 

Wed., Dec 18 Executive Board meeting, 7:00pm 
 


